
 

 

We acknowledge the traditional custodians of the land upon which we gather, the Wallumedegal people of the  

Eora nation and give thanks for their care of the land over many generations. 
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John 9:1-41 
As he walked along, he saw a man blind from birth.  His 

disciples asked him, ‘Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his 

parents, that he was born blind?’  Jesus answered, 

‘Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was born 

blind so that God’s works might be revealed in him.  We 

must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; 

night is coming when no one can work.  As long as I am 

in the world, I am the light of the world.’  When he had 

said this, he spat on the ground and made mud with 

the saliva and spread the mud on the man’s eyes, 

saying to him, ‘Go, wash in the pool of Siloam’ (which 

means Sent).  Then he went and washed and came 

back able to see.  The neighbours and those who had 

seen him before as a beggar began to ask, ‘Is this not 

the man who used to sit and beg?’  Some were saying, 

‘It is he.’  Others were saying, ‘No, but it is someone like 

him.’  He kept saying, ‘I am the man.’  But they kept 

asking him, ‘Then how were your eyes opened?’  He 

answered, ‘The man called Jesus made mud, spread it 

on my eyes, and said to me, “Go to Siloam and wash.”  

Then I went and washed and received my sight.’  They 

said to him, ‘Where is he?’  He said, ‘I do not know.’ 
 

They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly 

been blind.  Now it was a sabbath day when Jesus 

made the mud and opened his eyes.  Then the 

Pharisees also began to ask him how he had received 

his sight.  He said to them, ‘He put mud on my eyes.  

Then I washed, and now I see.’  Some of the Pharisees 

said, ‘This man is not from God, for he does not observe 

the sabbath.’  But others said, ‘How can a man who is a 

sinner perform such signs?’  And they were divided.  So 

they said again to the blind man, ‘What do you say 

about him?  It was your eyes he opened.’  He said, ‘He is 

a prophet.’ 

The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and 

had received his sight until they called the parents of 

the man who had received his sight and asked them, ‘Is 

this your son, who you say was born blind?  How then 

does he now see?’  His parents answered, ‘We know that 

this is our son, and that he was born blind; but we do not  

know how it is that now he sees, nor do we know who  

 
opened his eyes.  Ask him; he is of age.  He will speak 

for himself.’  His parents said this because they were 

afraid of the Jews; for the Jews had already agreed that 

anyone who confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would 

be put out of the synagogue.  Therefore his parents 

said, ‘He is of age; ask him.’ 

So for the second time they called the man who had 

been blind, and they said to him, ‘Give glory to God!  

We know that this man is a sinner.’  He answered, ‘I do 

not know whether he is a sinner.  One thing I do know, 

that though I was blind, now I see.’  They said to him, 

‘What did he do to you?  How did he open your eyes?’  

He answered them, ‘I have told you already, and you 

would not listen.  Why do you want to hear it again?  Do 

you also want to become his disciples?’  Then they 

reviled him, saying, ‘You are his disciple, but we are 

disciples of Moses.  We know that God has spoken to 

Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he 

comes from.’  The man answered, ‘Here is an 

astonishing thing!  You do not know where he comes 

from, and yet he opened my eyes.  We know that God 

does not listen to sinners, but he does listen to one who 

worships him and obeys his will.  Never since the world 

began has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes 

of a person born blind.  If this man were not from God, 

he could do nothing.’  They answered him, ‘You were 

born entirely in sins, and are you trying to teach us?’  

And they drove him out. 
 

Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he 

found him, he said, ‘Do you believe in the Son of Man?’  

He answered, ‘And who is he, sir?  Tell me, so that I may 

believe in him.’  Jesus said to him, ‘You have seen him, 

and the one speaking with you is he.’  He said, ‘Lord, I 

believe.’  And he worshipped him.  Jesus said, ‘I came 

into this world for judgement so that those who do not 

see may see, and those who do see may become 

blind.’  Some of the Pharisees near him heard this and 

said to him, ‘Surely we are not blind, are we?’  Jesus said 

to them, ‘If you were blind, you would not have sin.  But 

now that you say, “We see”, your sin remains. 



 

 

Geoff’s Reflection 

Letting Go, and Learning to See...  

On a short bushwalk this week, I realised how out of control I am in such unknown and different places.  I walked 

part of a journey with a friend who was completing a much longer walk.  We followed the tracks, with maps and 

signs to guide us.  Still there were moments when we had to back track and find the correct path.  After I left 

Bruce to return to the station, I followed a sign that was a little confusing and after several hundred metres, 

realised I was heading somewhere??  I’m not sure where it was that I was heading but it wasn’t the station.  I 

backtracked and followed a different track and it led me to where I needed to go.  I thought about being lost in 

this, or any, bushland.  It wouldn’t be difficult to lose my way and what would happen then?  I realised that I had 

little control over this place and my (lack of) bushcraft skills would not help me survive very long without help. 

As we walked there was immense beauty all around me and I found that I had to let go of the need to be in 

control – of anything – and allow myself to experience the rich beauty and wonder.  In this space I couldn’t 

control weather (rain fell and humidity followed), the passage of the track nor what might lie across the track, alive 

or dead!  The creeks flowed and were fuller because of rain.  Some of the rocks were wet and slippery as we 

crossed this or that creek.  The track went up, down and changed directions as we wound our way along.  I could 

only trust that the maps and signs were right and we were reading them correctly and that this track would find its 

way to where we needed to go. 

Control is something we spend a great deal of time and energy grasping for and holding onto.  We feel anxious 

and edgy when we start to lose control (or realise we probably never had control in the first place!).  Loosening 

our grip on people, places, situations, organisations, family, institutions… is never easy but the more we try to cling 

the less we really hold onto.  The sensation of being out of control can be frightening or liberating.  Sometimes it is 

sheer terror as we suddenly feel our stable foundations floundering.  Sometimes it is sheer relief as we realise we 

don’t have to be responsible for everyone and everything – and probably never really were! 

This week is the third anniversary of the beginning of lockdowns due to COVID-19 in NSW.  Three years ago we 

were restricted in our homes for several months as the virus ravaged its way through the world, creating a path of 

illness and death.  We felt the lack of control as we faced the restrictions, leaving only for daily exercise or a quick 

run to the shops for necessary items.  We wore mask, hand sanitised, isolated and then got vaccinations.  The 

human race was brought to its knees by a small and relatively simple virus that moved from bats to humans.  We 

lost control of just about everything! 

People began to react and take back the little control they could, resisting masks, or isolation, refusing vaccines 

and offering their small (large!) protests.  I recognise the lac of control we experienced and how many of us 

relaxed back into it, accepting the inevitable and feeling that the well-being of others and the common good 

were more important than my need to feel in control.  Still it was hard!  Harder for many others who couldn’t go 

out to work or see family or didn’t have support… 

In John’s story of Jesus (John 9:1-41), there is a story of a man who 

was born blind, a serious  and difficult disability for someone of that 

time.  Apart from the incapacity to engage in normal activities, he 

was condemned as one who was cursed and being punished for 

something he or his parents did to upset God.  The disciples ask the 

typical question of the time: ‘Who sinned that this man was born blind 

– him or his parents?’  Jesus’ response indicates that the man’s 

blindness isn’t about sin but this is an opportunity to experience and 

‘see’ how God responds with compassion and love to the world.  

Jesus made mud with spittle and put it on the man’s eyes.  He told him to wash in the Pool of Siloam, which John 

translates as ‘sent’.  In an act of faith, the man did as he was told and his eyes saw!   

People around asked if this was the blind man who begged from them – some said it was and others, it wasn’t 

but looked like him.  They asked and it was him – he told them what happened.  The story escalates and religious 

leaders, good, faithful and serious people seeking to honour God and God’s law were brought into the 

conversation and were something akin apoplectic as they questioned why someone would break a law of Moses 

and heal on the Sabbath.  They questioned the man, who told them his story, witnessing to grace and healing 

from Jesus.  As things develop the religious leaders interrogate the man’s parents seeking confirmation that he 

was blind.  They affirm he was blind but now sees but have no clue why or how.   



 

 

The man was initially confused and unsure about Jesus – he gained physical sight but could not ‘see’ clearly 

what had happened to him.  As the story unfolds and he was questioned, he gradually had the experience of 

recognition – Jesus is of God for no-one could do this if God was not in him.  His words cut across the way of 

the religious people and he leaves their presence to follow Jesus.  He calls into question their legalistic belief 

systems and their control over people, who is in and out, right and wrong… 

It is a wonderful story of gaining sight (and spiritual insight).  Through the experience of Jesus living out the 

Reign of God through healing, compassion, love and justice that draws him into a relationship and 

experience of the Living God, the man ‘sees’ anew and more clearly.  The religious leaders who refuse to 

engage in this man’s story, remain in darkness and confusion.  They do not see and there is no change or life.  

They will not loosen their control; they refuse to let go, to live in faith and experience grace. 

As I reflect on this wonderful story, I recognise that in the midst of the chaos we have experienced over the last 

few years. and beyond, (drought, bushfire, floods and Coronavirus), there is an invitation to listen and ‘see’ 

anew what is happening in our world and how we might live more fully, creatively, lovingly and justly – and 

how we might live more fully in the presence and reality of the Sacred.  Will we allow our eyes to be opened to 

‘see’ – to see God in the world in all the frailty and beauty, wonder and vulnerability?  Will we loosen our 

control, let go and flow with Spirit to experience wonder, life and hope?  Will we walk in a new way that is light 

and gentle, compassionate and gracious – and cares for people and the earth?  Will we act with kindness, 

love justice and walk humbly with God? 

In my wander through the bushland this week, I recognised that I didn’t have much control and when I let go 

and experienced the beauty and wonder of the bush, I felt a sense of connection and grace.  Through the 

last few years of COVID I have also felt the loss of control, but also the realisation that I don’t really have control 

of that much – and that is okay!  There is freedom and in letting go.  There is grace in God’s Love. 

 

 

 The link to the video reflection is: 

   https://youtu.be/XwcU0RfzE3Y 

  Rev Geoff Stevenson 



 

 
WEUC is committed to protecting children, young people and vulnerable adults from harm and abuse. 

 

Worship this Sunday  

at 9.30am will be a hybrid service. 
 

Everyone is welcome to attend  

or join us on zoom.   
 

 Zoom Meeting Link  

Telephone 02-8015-6011  

Meeting ID 864-749-2332  passcode 2121 

 

Or you can watch on our youtube channel 
 

WEUC - Youtube  

Mid-week devotion 
 

Join us on Wednesdays at 10am on zoom led by  

Pastor Lyn Graham. 
 

Join Zoom Meeting at 10am 

https://uca-nswact.zoom.us/j/91952761718?

pwd=WmtNRFhKbDV3OTZLaVJVRWk4VGVkZz09  
 

Meeting ID: 919 5276 1718    Passcode: 2121 

Zoom prayer group 
 

You are invited to join our weekly prayer time on 

zoom on Thursdays at 4pm.  Everyone is welcome 

to join in.  For more information contact Lois Rees. 
 

Join Zoom Thursday Prayer Group at 4pm 

https://uca-nswact.zoom.us/j/98939453219?

pwd=dG9paSs1eGg4MGZDbGozNWhqOHlQQT09  

 

Meeting ID: 989 3945 3219    Passcode: 2121 

 

Heavenly Father, thank You for the example of  

this blind man and His developing faith.  

I pray that I may have eyes to see the truth and 

not be influenced by the worldly mindset that 

seeks to discredit You and the Lord Jesus, Whom 

You have sent.  

Thank You that by faith I have become a citizen of 

heaven ..  

Give me boldness to proclaim the truth of the 

glorious gospel and keep me and all whom I love 

under the shadow of Your wing through time and 

into eternity - this I pray in Jesus name,  

AMEN. 

 

- prayer.knowing-jesus.com/John/9 - 

Family & Intergen Service 
 

Sundays at 5pm in the Maurice Davies Hall 

during the school term 

Families and friends welcome. 

A relaxed church gathering with a bible 

reading, discussion and sometimes a craft for  

children to enjoy.  

  

Lenten study on zoom 
 

The Lenten study ‘Discipleship for all Seasons’ 

continues on Wednesdays at 7.30pm until  

29 March 
 

Join Zoom study at: 

https://uca-nswact.zoom.us/j/95804529395?

pwd=bzRNWE1xdWE0UlFGYVJQVXVKazJwZz09  

Meeting ID: 958 0452 9395    Passcode: 2121 

Farewell for Lyn 
Seniors Minister Lyn Graham announced her resignation 

from West Epping at the Congregational Meeting last 

week.  We wish Lyn every blessing in her new position at 

Marsden Road Uniting Church. 

Lyn’s ministry to West Epping will be recognised at the 

morning service on Sunday 2 April followed by morning 

tea. 

Over the next two Sundays, a card will be available in the 

Maurice Davies Hall for you to write your special message 

to Lyn. 

https://zoom.us/j/8647492332?pwd=SldPdDc4YUpXQmVLTlFkVm5DNjd6dz09
https://studio.youtube.com/channel/UCNf7ULm92n4lwV43xXykEWA
https://uca-nswact.zoom.us/j/91952761718?pwd=WmtNRFhKbDV3OTZLaVJVRWk4VGVkZz09
https://uca-nswact.zoom.us/j/91952761718?pwd=WmtNRFhKbDV3OTZLaVJVRWk4VGVkZz09
https://uca-nswact.zoom.us/j/98939453219?pwd=dG9paSs1eGg4MGZDbGozNWhqOHlQQT09
https://uca-nswact.zoom.us/j/98939453219?pwd=dG9paSs1eGg4MGZDbGozNWhqOHlQQT09
https://uca-nswact.zoom.us/j/95804529395?pwd=bzRNWE1xdWE0UlFGYVJQVXVKazJwZz09
https://uca-nswact.zoom.us/j/95804529395?pwd=bzRNWE1xdWE0UlFGYVJQVXVKazJwZz09


 

 

Giving Direct 
Many of us are giving regularly online to support the 

work of the church.  If you would like to put a card in 

the offering plate as a symbol of your giving, please 

pick up one of the “I’m Giving Direct” cards from the 

foyer as you enter the church.  If you can’t find the 

cards, please ask one of the stewards to assist. 

Good Friday Messiah 
 

Handel’s Messiah Parts 11 & 111 
 

Combined choir, orchestra and organ, and professional 

soloists will perform the majority of Handel’s Messiah 

 

Good Friday 7 April 2023  

3.00pm 
 

Epping Baptist Church  

Corner Ray & Carlingford Rds, Epping 

 

Admission: 

Adults/Seniors $20 

Pensioners $15 

Children under 18 Free 
 

Tickets at the door 

Proceeds to BaptistCare HopeStreet 

Synod Insights 
 

Newsletter 10 March 

➢ Ballina: helping people explore faith for the 

first time 

Ballina Uniting Church have made use of the 

Synod’s Growth Fund to help start a new informal 

faith group.  The funds will allow for a ministry 

agent to continue to serve the existing 

congregation while continuing to grow the new 

faith community 

➢ Mark McCrindle to speak at Synod 2023 

Mark McCrindle is an internationally recognised 

demographer, futurist, social researcher and 

author who will be the keynote speaker at Synod 

this year about Generation Alpha and the future 

of the Church.  
 

Read these stories and more in the link below 

Weekly Newsletter (uca.org.au)  

 

 

 

This Service on Maundy Thursday will take the form of a 

light meal, followed by a Tenebrae Service.   

The word ‘Tenebrae’ is the Latin word for ‘darkness’ or 

‘shadows’.  The Order of Worship is an adaptation of an 

early 4th Century celebration of the Christian Church, 

commemorating the occasion when, in the Upper Room, 

Jesus gathered with his disciples on the eve of his 

crucifixion.   

We will need to know if you are planning to come, for 

catering purposes.   

Please use the signup sheet on the notice board, or 

contact Lois Rees 0408 460 050.  
 

Thank you!  We hope you can be there. 

 

9.00am 
 

 

9.30am 
 

All are welcome to join us this Easter! 

Lenten journey 
 

During Lent we will be taking the time to remember 

those who are suffering around our world.  By giving 

up something in our own abundant lives, we will 

have the opportunity to save some money to 

donate to help them, through our Lenten Journey.  

Brochures are available 

from the Stewards table.  

What are you giving up 

this Lent and how are 

you going? 

Volunteers 
Thank you to all the wonderful volunteers who signed 

the Code of Conduct last Sunday.  Attached is a 

copy for you to keep.  If you haven't signed one yet,  

please chat with Jan Lintott, Marnie Kilby or Erica 

Harrison to organise yours.   

This is something that the Government is asking all 

volunteer organisations to undertake in recognition 

that volunteers are workers too, that just aren’t paid.  

It’s making sure they are respected and protected 

should something unforeseen happens.   
 

Many thanks from the Volunteer Team. 

https://comms.nswact.uca.org.au/v/47004/2007433/email.html?k=SUyZGtXTKZ_NorxHIaMhzNurLmGB3TFMDExUS85wq8I


 

 

Prayers  
If you would like to know of some specific names of 

people with particular pastoral needs to pray for, please 

contact Annabelle Avern (member of the Pastoral Care 

Team) on 0428 368 870, preferably on weekday evenings. 

It’s just a thought…. 
  ….But it could change your life 

 

Many people go far in life because  

someone else thought they could. 

John Maxwell 

Sunday  26 March 9 30am  Hybrid service 

Liturgist Erica Harrison 

Preaching Rev John Dacey 

Ministers Assistant Marnie Kilby 

Welcomer Lois Spencer, Margaret Wilson 

Stewards Helen Davey, Carolyn Button 

Reader Soraya Raju 

Prayers for the people Lois Rees 

AV desk Nick & Morris 

Lectionary Readings 
Ezekiel 37:1-14              Psalm 130 
Romans 8:6-11              John 11:1-45 

Rosters 

West Epping Uniting Church uses information and news provided by its members, adherents and officers for the purposes of 

conducting its pastoral ministry.  In the course of that ministry, material published in this bulletin may reach an audience 

wider than the membership of the congregation. 

Supply Minister 
Rev David Reichardt   0419 164 329 
 

Seniors Ministry 
Pastor Lyn Graham    0412 990 949 
 

Office Administrator 
Helen Tattersall     0408 972 957 
 

Safe Church Contact Person 
Erica Harrison     0409 044 923 

Church Office  35 Orchard St Epping 2121 p: 9868 3574 

Office Hours    Thursday & Friday 8.30am to 2.30pm 
Email     weppinguca@gmail.com 
Website    weppinguca.org.au 
Facebook    facebook.com/weppinguniting 
 

WEUC Bank Account Westpac BSB 032 081  Account 961263 

Sunday 19 March 
Worship 9.30am  

Family & Intergen Service 5pm 

Monday 20 March Bible Study 10am 

Tuesday 21 March Playgroup 10am 

Wednesday 22 March 
mainly music 9.45am 

Zoom Mid-week devotion 10am 
Zoom Lenten study 7.30pm 

Thursday 23 March Zoom prayer group 4pm 

Sunday 26 March 
Worship 9.30am  

Family & Intergen Service 5pm 

Ecumenical Lenten Services 
 

 

Tuesday evenings at 7.45pm 

 

 21 March Epping Uniting Church 

 28 March St Alban’s Anglican Church 

Ecumenical Lenten Service 
 

The Ecumenical Service at the Epping Uniting Church at 

7.45pm this Tuesday 21 March will be accessible by zoom 

using the following link. 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/969005918?

pwd=ZktPVE1mcXJNVVFJWG9oejZGZWMzQT09 

Meeting ID: 969 005 918 Passcode: 000560 
 

All are welcome in person or on zoom. 

This Sunday 19 March from 6pm at Northmead Uniting 

Church.  All are welcome! 


