
 

 

We acknowledge the traditional custodians of the land upon which we gather, the Wallumedegal people of the  

Eora nation and give thanks for their care of the land over many generations. 

Our Vision: 
We are people sent to share the love, 

hope and compassion of Jesus Christ with 

all the world  

Newsletter 
 

Sunday 27 November 2022  

Isaiah 2:1-5 
 

The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning 

Judah and Jerusalem.  

In days to come  

   {ol tv|u{hpu vm {ol Svyk.z ov|zl 

shall be established as the highest of the 

mountains, 

   and shall be raised above the  hills; 

all the nations shall stream to it.  

   Many peoples shall come and say,  

gJvtl3 sl{ |z nv |w {v {ol tv|u{hpu vm {ol Svyk3 

   to the house of the God of Jacob;  

that he may teach us his ways 

   huk {oh{ ~l th¡ ~hsr pu opz wh{oz5. 

For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, 

   and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.  

He shall judge between the nations,  

   and shall arbitrate for many peoples;  

they shall beat their swords into ploughshares, 

   and their spears into pruning-hooks; 

nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 

   neither shall they learn war any more.  
 

O house of Jacob,  

   come, let us walk 

   in the light of the Lord! 

Matthew 24:36-44 
 

gI|{ hiv|{ {oh{ kh¡ huk ov|y uv vul ruv~z3 ulp{oly

the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the 

Father.  For as the days of Noah were, so will be the 

coming of the Son of Man.  For as in those days 

before the flood they were eating and drinking, 

marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah 

entered the ark, and they knew nothing until the 

flood came and swept them all away, so too will 

be the coming of the Son of Man.  Then two will be 

in the field; one will be taken and one will be left.  

Two women will be grinding meal together; one will 

be taken and one will be left.  Keep awake 

therefore, for you do not know on what day your 

Lord is coming.  But understand this: if the owner of 

the house had known in what part of the night the 

thief was coming, he would have stayed awake 

and would not have let his house be broken into.  

Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of 

Man is coming at an unexpected hour.  
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New South Wales has been impacted by multiple weather systems over the past 12 months. This has caused pro-

longed flooding that continues in both the Western and Southern parts of the state.  
 

With many communities experiencing continuous or repeat flooding, the Disaster Response Chaplains Network is on 

the ground, assisting at evacuation centres and caring for those whose trauma from ongoing weather events is 

unlike anything that Chaplains have seen before.  
 

With 22 current emergency warnings, 33 evacuation centres established and 1651 evacuees being housed in 

emergency accommodation, families across the state will be in dire need of help during this Christmas period.  

Wslhzl wyh¡ mvy {olzl jvtt|up{plz huk np}l {v {ol Tvklyh{vy.z Hwwlhs pm ¡v| jhu i¡ }pzp{pun {ol ~lizp{lA 

https://nswact.uca.org.au/giving/moderators -appeal/  

Moderator's Disaster Appeal - GIVE GENEROUSLY THIS CHRISTMAS 

Christmas Cards 

The Mission Team will be selling their Giving 

Hope Christmas Cards from Sunday  

27 November.  These 

will be raising money 

to support projects 

through UnitingWorld, 

Act for Peace and 

the OVC Project in 

Mwandi .  

WEUC is committed to protecting children, young people and vulnerable adults from harm and abuse. 

Christmas Bowl 

Since it was founded by Rev Frank Byatt in 

1949, the Christmas Bowl has brought to-

gether committed Australian Christians 

with dedicated local partners around the 

world, to give hope to people uprooted 

by conflict and disaster.  When Rev Byatt 

sat down to his Christmas dinner all those years ago, he knew 

millions of people were starving in war-ravaged Europe.  And he 

was compelled to offer help.  He put a Bowl of Remembrance 

on his Christmas dinner table and asked his loved ones to 

wshjl h npm{ pu p{ {v gzohyl ¡v|y nvvk kpuuly ~p{o o|uny¡ jopskylu

pu v{oly shukz.5 Myhur jv|sku.{ oh}l mvylzllu ov~ opz zptwsl hj{

of compassion that evening would grow into the powerful 

Christmas Bowl tradition now celebrated in thousands of 

jo|yjolz hjyvzz H|z{yhsph5 Huk ol jv|sku.{ oh}l ruv~u ov~

much it would be needed in our world today.  

Christmas Bowl envelopes are now available, or give directly 

https://comms.nswact.uca.org.au/ch/47004/2df92/2897265/okh9Bz.ohXhTmXrnDG1N6UZnPBjlRBu.aM0h4UwY.html
https://comms.nswact.uca.org.au/ch/47004/2df92/2897264/okh9Bz.ohXhTmXrnDG1NWMkkoGgLThyqhPzaUbMu.html
https://christmasbowl.actforpeace.org.au/donate


 

 

Nlvmm.z Ylmslj{pvu 

The 1
st
 Sunday of Advent  

God Breaks into the Mess of Our Lives!    

Life gets messy a lot of the time.  The last few years have been rather messy ¹ beyond the usual (and unusual!) 

chaos that manifests itself in our lives.  Fires, floods (and more and more floods!), COVID-19 and wars filling our 

screens.  There is the endless, but entirely reasonable, questioning of why and how long?  Every time some 

people have gotten back onto their feet, they have been bowled over by more raging waters.  The floods have 

broken hearts and records and the comprehension of the nation.   

P{ pzu.{ vus¡ msvvkz huk mpylz3 JV]PK huk johvz3 i|{ {ol yln|shy whpu huk z{y|nnsl {oh{ pumspj{z p{zlsm |wvu |z huk

fills our lives with angst or uncertainty, calling everything into question and rattling our foundations.  Just when we 

feel confident, in control and all is good, something or someone rips the rug out from under us and down we go 

pu h zjylhtpun olhw5 ^l ~vukly ~oh{ ~l.}l kvul3 vy ~o¡ ~l klzly}l {opzF ^l x|lz{pvu3 jy¡3 zjylht3 ~hps vy

just drift on through mists of confusion and pain, seeking a light in our darkness, some order and familiarity.  Its all 

there, and all of us know it ¹ {ol wovul jhss v|{ vm {ol is|lB ul~z pu {ol kvj{vy.z vmmpjlB {ol ohyk jvu}lyzh{pvuB

ilpun jhsslk pu{v {ol ivzzB {ol wvspjl h{ {ol kvvyB {ol |uzl{{spun ul~z vu h zjyllu ~l.yl }pl~punº Z|kklus¡ {ol

Earth tilts out of kilter and our world goes dark ¹ the black screen of life writ large and loud, revealed in our body, 

our face and our stuttering, clumsy or angry, fear -filled words. 

For some life never goes away.  It is there, the stark, messy reminder that life never is and never will be 

guvyths. /~oh{l}ly {oh{ ylhss¡ tlhuzF05 [ol vul ~ovzl ylsh{pvuzopw pz {vyu hz|ukly i¡ tpz{hrl vy svz{ sv}l5 [ol

one who lives with chronic illness of body, mind or spirit and reels through intrinsic pain that never subsides.  The 

vul ~ov ohz ¡plsklk {v {ol khltvuz vm nyplm vy n|ps{ vy zohtl3 {oh{ ov}ly huk oh|u{ huk ~vu.{ slh}l |z il5

There are those who live in constant threat or reality of war, persecution, oppression or slavery, never free.  The 

impoverished and hungry always on the look out for food to feed the hungry family that grows weaker by the day.  

There is the ever-present suffering or that which breaks in like a thief in the night, to upset our lives and deliver 

chaotic mess.  

^olyl tpno{ ~l zllr vy mpuk ovwl pu {opz tlzz¡ tphzth vm spml.z jvum|zlk lknlzF ^olyl tpno{ ~l nhpu h

handhold and feel some measure of control, of assurance?  Does it exist, and if so, where?  What?  Who?  How?  

When? 

As sudden as the shocking and life-changing avenues of pain and suffering, there is the more subtle and 

gentle inbreaking of beauty.  It often goes unnoticed, lacking recognition, gratitude of the gentle light it renders 

into our darkness.  The Kookaburra laughing at first light, along with other winged creatures, heralding a new day.  

The first blush of morning light that grows faint on the horizon and bursts forth into blazing light, beautiful and 

breath-taking.  The trees, generously shading our sunny gardens or the morning sun, itself, warming our bodies 

and being.  The butterfly gently floating its beauty across our vision or creek bursting with ripples and  

reflections ¹ and wonder.  The glory of new life or the majesty of a world rich in wonder and awe.  A meal shared, 

along with stories of life and wonder, pain and joy.  The arms that hold us and tears shed for us, along with prayers 

and cards and flowers and love when the mess disorients and disturbs.   

There is a sacred beauty in everything, a wonder that holds the world ¹ with all its pain ¹ in love and grace.  It is 

the grace that comes down to us from the wise ones of old, those who have traversed this journey of years across 

{ol Z|u.z {opyk yvjr3 v|y ilh|{pm|s3 myhnpsl Lhy{o5 P{ pz h nyhjl-filled wisdom that echoes out for those with ears to 

hears and heart to believe and trust.  It is a gracious wisdom formed in the crucibles of pain and suffering, of 

questions asked and doubts expressed, of humble vulnerability before the mystery of life.  

A story this week echoes down from millennia ago when Isaiah roamed the ravaged nation captured and 

exiled in Babylon (Isaiah 2:1-5).  His prophet words erupted into the hearts and minds of people lost and 

confused, of generations born far from home and not knowing who or what they are.  There are questions, 

doubts, anger and grief, pain and confusion and a people lost.  Sound familiar?  

Into the chaotic mess of life, he speaks, along with other prophet voices, wise and rough, speaking into chaos 

and confusion, words of truth and hope that break through and rally the troops.  There is hope!  Get your act 

together.  Believe, trust and live as the people you know you should be.  Yes, bad things do happen to good 

people ¹ happens all the time.  Sometimes its because of your own poor choices and sometimes because 

another makes those evil, violent choices and enacts them.   



 

 

There is also a Presence that always was and always will be, one that holds our questions gently and with love.  

This One holds our pain and confusion even when we are too overwhelmed to feel or respond or even know 

that we are held ¹ and promises to never let us go.  Never! 

Isaiah ends with a vision of peace, an unrealistic vision perhaps, of lions and children, wolves and sheep 

hukº hss s¡pun kv~u {vnl{oly zohypun spml5 Pu {opz ~llr.z z{vy¡ myvt {ol ilnpuupun vm opz ivvr3 ol zwlhrz vm

weapons of violence being molten down into tools for tending the garden of our lives ¹ in the beginning and 

end, there is God.  When the questions are too large, difficult and painful, there is God.  When the grief hurts 

more than we think we can bear, there is God. When the mess is everywhere and we are out of control, there 

is God.  The beginning. the end and all in between ¹ love, grace and sacred hope.  

Th{{ol~.z z{vy¡ vm Qlz|z /Th{{ol~ 9;A:=-44) speaks of the unknown hour of the impending events of life, 

the uncertainty and the ultimate lack of control that we have ¹ we simply do not know when or how 

something might happen to create new chaos, mess and challenging the essence of our reality.  As we cling 

{v klhy spml vy j|yzl3 zjylht huk is|knlvu v|y ~h¡ {oyv|no {ol khyrulzz vm |uruv~pun vy whpu3 Th{{ol~.z

Jesus holds up a light of gentle hope, one easily missed when the wind and rain threaten the little light in our 

khyrulzz5 g[olylmvyl3 ¡v| t|z{ hszv il ylhk¡3 mvy {ol Zvu vm Thu jvtlz ~olu ¡v| slhz{ l wlj{5. Nvk ~pss

break into our life in the unexpected moment, in the unexpected person, creature or experience.  God is 

there and will break in!  Like the black snake on my walk the other day, lying gently in the sun.  I could stop 

and look and wonder at its beauty, or the Blue -tongued lizard or water dragon or magpie, or galah or 

jvjrh{vv vy whyyv{º Svvrpun |w P zll {ol z|u ypzpun pu {ol tvyupun zr¡3 h ul~ kh¡ kh~upun huk {ol zvm{

golden glow wrapping itself around me and everything and the voice of mysterious infinity gently offering the 

hope of a new way and some peace.  Perhaps it is the voice of one who loves and cares, the voice within 

and beyond the voice of one we know.  

Into our mess of life, there is grace and hope, an eternal reality that softly, gently presses into us as loves 

breaks into chaos and ¹ loves us!  In the mess, there is God! 

 

 The link to the video reflection is:     

  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KFoKNAKu8kA&t=558s  

   Rev Geoff Stevenson 

End of Year Celebration   
 

Saturday 10 December at 2.00pm  

Featuring a special afternoon tea with entertainment 

i¡ {ol gJazz on Hammers. ihuk3 huk h Joypz{thz6

New Year message by Lyn Graham.  

This will be an open event, for all at West Epping, 

Carlingford and Marsden Road.  

Cost $20 pp.   

Proceeds will provide funds to support Feston 

Mungabwa, from Mwandi, to undertake his second 

year university nursing studies.  

 

Bookings to Bruce Sheldrick 

b.sheldrick@optusnet.com.au  or  

John Planner john@introspec.com.au  
.ƻƻƪƛƴƎǎ ŎƭƻǎŜ т 5ŜŎŜƳōŜǊ 

WEUC is committed to protecting children, young people and vulnerable adults from harm and abuse. 

Christmas Lunch with Ladies Fellowship 

ALL ladies are warmly invited to attend lunch on  

Friday 9 December at 11.45am.  We will enjoy fine 

food, great company and wonderful fellowship as we 

celebrate this special time of year together with carols, 

fun and gratitude.  

For catering purposes RSVP to  

Barbara Newton 0419 244 254 or 

Lyn MacGregor 0400 701 876 by Sunday 4 December 

or place your name on the sign -up sheet in the church 

foyer.  A donation of tinned food for Eastwood 

Community Aid would be appreciated.  

 Thank you. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KFoKNAKu8kA&t=558s
mailto:b.sheldrick@optusnet.com.au
mailto:john@introspec.com.au


 

 

Worship this Sunday  

at 9.30am will be a hybrid service.  
 

Everyone is welcome to attend  

or join us on zoom.   
 

 Zoom Meeting Link  

Telephone 02-8015-6011  

Meeting ID 864-749-2332  passcode 2121  
 

Or watch on our Youtube channel  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/

UCNf7ULm92n4lwV43xXykEWA  

 

Family & Intergen Service 
 

 

Sundays at 5pm in the Maurice Davies Hall 

during the school term  

Families and friends welcome. 

A relaxed church gathering with a bible reading, 

discussion and sometimes a craft for  

children to enjoy.  

w u 

Mid-week devotion 
 

Join us on Wednesdays at 10am on zoom led by  

Pastor Lyn Graham. 
 

Join Zoom Meeting at 10am  

https://uca -nswact.zoom.us/j/91952761718?

pwd=WmtNRFhKbDV3OTZLaVJVRWk4VGVkZz09  
 

Meeting ID: 919 5276 1718    Passcode: 2121 

Zoom prayer group 
 

You are invited to join our weekly prayer time on 

zoom on Thursdays at 4pm.  Everyone is welcome 

to join in.  For more information contact Lois Rees. 
 

Join Zoom Thursday Prayer Group at 4pm 

https://uca -nswact.zoom.us/j/98939453219?

pwd=dG9paSs1eGg4MGZDbGozNWhqOHlQQT09  
 

Meeting ID: 989 3945 3219    Passcode: 2121  

 

God of the ages,  

in scripture we hear stories of people like uş  

ordinary people,  

people who longed to know you,  

people who longed to follow you,  

people who made mistakes,  

people who tried to grow¸ 

old, young,  

native, immigrant,  

new to the faith, lifelong believer.  

In scripture we hear stories of people like us, 

so just as you walked with them, 

help us to hear and remember all the ways that 

you walk with us. 

We are listening. 

We are grateful. 

We are yours. 
 

Amen 

  - sanctifiedart.org - 

Christmas Cakes 

The Ladies Fellowship are cooking Christmas Cakes 

for sale.   

The cakes will be available in various sizes, iced or 

uniced, and will range in price from $20.00 to 

$40.00.  Details will be available in coming weeks.  

Contact Barbara Newton 0419 244 254  

for further information. 
 

Ecumenical Advent Service 
 

Tuesday 29 November  

7.45pm at  

Z{ Hsihu.z Hunspjhu Jo|yjo 

3 Pembroke St, Epping 
 

All are welcome!  

Early Lunch or Brunch - last Sunday 
Thank you to all who stayed on for the time of fellowship 

and sharing food together last Sunday.  

The variety of food that you brought was a good balance 

and well received.  The chatting and laughter around the 

hall was great to hear.  

Thank you to all who helped with the setting up, clearing 

away and washing up.  
 

After a long time of not being able to meet in such a way, 

it has been good to experience how we have been able 

to gradually meet and share together again.  
 

 Elva Harris  

 for the Pastoral Care Team  

https://zoom.us/j/8647492332?pwd=SldPdDc4YUpXQmVLTlFkVm5DNjd6dz09
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCNf7ULm92n4lwV43xXykEWA/videos
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCNf7ULm92n4lwV43xXykEWA/videos
https://uca-nswact.zoom.us/j/91952761718?pwd=WmtNRFhKbDV3OTZLaVJVRWk4VGVkZz09
https://uca-nswact.zoom.us/j/91952761718?pwd=WmtNRFhKbDV3OTZLaVJVRWk4VGVkZz09
https://uca-nswact.zoom.us/j/98939453219?pwd=dG9paSs1eGg4MGZDbGozNWhqOHlQQT09
https://uca-nswact.zoom.us/j/98939453219?pwd=dG9paSs1eGg4MGZDbGozNWhqOHlQQT09


 

 

Preparedness Backpacks 
 

Items needed for the Preparedness Backpacks in the 

Hawkesbury Region. 

They currently have 500 backpacks to fill and more to 

come.  

Some items suggested for more vulnerable residents 

are:- 

Torch (crank or battery operated) 

Radio (hand crank or battery operated)  

1L water bottles 

Power bank 

Batteries 

Sanitiser 

Disinfectant wipes 

Whistle 

Dust mask 

Solar charger 

Duct tape  

Emergency blanket 

Water purification tablets/drops 
 

For further enquiries  

 please phone Lyn Graham 0412 990 949  
 

Items can be left at the church in the box in the 

foyer.  

Giving Direct 
Many of us are giving regularly online to support the 

work of the church.  If you would like to put a card in the 

offering plate as a symbol of your giving, please pick 

|w vul vm {ol ½P.t Np}pun Kpylj{¾ jhykz myvt {ol mv¡ly hz

¡v| lu{ly {ol jo|yjo5 Pm ¡v| jhu.{ mpuk {ol jhykz3

please ask one of the stewards to assist. 

Help the Homeless ¹ Undies and Socks 
Over the next three weeks (20, 27 November and  

4 December), members are invited to participate in our 

\ukplz huk Zvjrz wyvqlj{ {v l {luk Nvk.z sv}l {v {ol

homeless clients of Parramatta Mission.  Members are 

pu}p{lk {v iypun h whjr vm tlu.z vy ~vtlu.z |ukplz vy

socks and place them in the designated box in the 

Mv¡ly5 Pu zv kvpun3 ~l hyl zov~pun Nvk.z sv}l pu

action.  

Enquiries to Suzie Leonardi (Carlingford) on  

0424 520 536. 



 

 

Prayers  
If you would like to know of some specific names of 

people with particular pastoral needs to pray for, please 

contact  Annabelle  Avern (member of the Pastoral Care 

Team) on 0428 368 870, preferably on weekday evenings.  

Itõs just a thoughté. 
  é.But it could change your life 

 

Difficulties mastered 

are opportunities won. 
  

Winston Churchill 

Sunday  4 December 9.30am  Hybrid service 

Liturgist Desy Chapple 

Preaching Rev David Reichardt 

Ministers Assistant Lois Rees 

Communion Stewards Elva Harris, Lois Rees, Helen Campbell 

Welcomer Lyn MacGregor, Lois Spencer 

Stewards Helen Davey, Morris Ross 

Reader Mavis Hall 

Prayers for the people Phil Chapple 

AV desk Phil & Desy 

Lectionary Readings 
Advent 2 

Isaiah 11:1-10                 Psalm 72:1-7,18-19 
Romans 15:4-13             Matthew 3:1-12 

Rosters 

West Epping Uniting Church uses information and news provided by its members, adherents and officers for the purposes of 

conducting its pastoral ministry.  In the course of that ministry, material published in this bulletin may reach an audience 

wider than the membership of the congregation.  

Supply Minister  
Rev David Reichardt   0419 164 329 
 

Seniors Ministry  
Pastor Lyn Graham    0412 990 949 
 

Office Administrator  
Helen Tattersall     0408 972 957 
 

Safe Church Contact Person  
Erica Harrison     0409 044 923 

Church Office  35 Orchard St Epping 2121 p: 9868 3574 

Office Hours    Thursday & Friday 8.30am to 2.30pm 
Email     weppinguca@gmail.com 
Website    weppinguca.org.au 
Facebook    facebook.com/weppinguniting 
 

WEUC Bank Account Westpac BSB 032 081  Account 961263 

Sunday 27 November 
Worship 9.30am  

Family & Intergen Service 5pm 

Wednesday 30 Nov 
Mainly music 9.45am 

Zoom Mid-week devotion 10am 

Thursday 1 Dec Zoom Prayer group 4pm 

Saturday 3 Dec Piano Concert 7.30pm 

Sunday 4 December 
Worship 9.30am HC 

Family & Intergen Service 5pm 

Leisure Ministry ~ Piano Concert 
Saturday 3 December 7:30 ¸8:30pm .   

Music Teacher Katherine Qin invites West Epping 

church members to see her piano students perform at 

their Christmas Concert in our Church. 

All welcome!  

Bring your family and 

friends. 

Leisure Ministry ~ Coach trip 
 

Bookings now open for a coach trip on Tuesday  

17 January 2023.  
 

Total cost of $60 includes comfortable coach travel, 

morning tea & admission to Alison Homestead 

Museum and to Central Coast Zoo and Amazement 

Farm & Fun Park. 
 

Departure time from West Epping 

8:30am.  
 

BYO Lunch 
 

Bookings: M & J Ross 9873 3713 


