
 

 

We acknowledge the traditional custodians of the land upon which we gather, the Wallumedegal people of the  

Eora nation and give thanks for their care of the land over many generations. 

Our Vision: 
We are people sent to share the love, 

hope and compassion of Jesus Christ with 

all the world 

Newsletter 

 

Sunday 15 May 2022 

John 13:31-35 

When he had gone out, Jesus said, ‘Now the Son 

of Man has been glorified, and God has been 

glorified in him.  If God has been glorified in him, 

God will also glorify him in himself and will glorify 

him at once.  Little children, I am with you only a 

little longer.  You will look for me; and as I said to 

the Jews so now I say to you, “Where I am going, 

you cannot come.”  I give you a new 

commandment, that you love one another.  Just 

as I have loved you, you also should love one 

another.  By this everyone will know that you are 

my disciples, if you have love for one another.’ 
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Geoff’s Reflection 

5
th

 
 
Sunday of Easter 

 The Path into Love! 

Somewhere in the past I came across this story.  I don’t know who wrote it but is spoke to me and I remembered it: 

A young man once stood on a street corner, opened his coat, and cried, "Look at my heart, look at my perfect, 

perfect heart."  A crowd soon gathered, impressed by his perfect heart.  They stood in awe of a heart without blemish, 

perfect and complete in every way. 

Soon an old man walked by and paused to see what the commotion was all about.  When he heard the young man 

proudly crying "Look at my perfect heart" the old man pushed his way to the front to get a closer look.  And when he 

saw the young man's heart he scolded him.  "Son, that's not a perfect heart.  If you want to see a perfect heart you 

need to see mine."  With that the old man opened his coat to reveal and old, knotted and ugly heart.  It was full of 

bumps and holes, and pieces of it had broken off here and there. 

The crowd began to laugh, but the old man raised his hand and began to speak.  "See this bump" he said, "That's 

when I me my first love.  Oh, how the sun shone that day, how bright the colours of the universe were, how sweet the 

swinging of the birds in the trees.  What a wonderful moment it was...Ah, but see this hole, that's when my first love and I 

broke up.  How it pained me, and pains me still.  But the hole once ran much deeper. T he years have managed to fill 

it in a lot...See this bump, that's when I me the woman who became my life partner.  Oh, what a wonderful life we  

had - year after year of shared companionship, of laughter, tears and joy.  This scratch here is when we had a blazing 

row that threatened to end our marriage - but we made up and moved on...Over here, this place where a piece of 

my heart has been broken off, this is when she passed away.  Oh the ache - yes it still aches even today, for she took a 

part of my heart to the grave with her, but I trust she will return it to me someday...Ah, but here's another great bump.  

This was when we began our family.  You'll notice the hole beside it.  That's when we learned we could not bear our 

own children.  How hard it was to accept, how painful to live with.  But the bump is when we got our adopted  

daughter - our very own beautiful little girl to raise as our own.  And yes, there are scratches and indentations 

surrounding the bump - the times we fought and yelled.  But always we learned to forgive, and so this bump grows ever 

bigger." 

The old man went on to describe many other bumps and holes and scratches on his heart, and when he finished the 

crowd was silent.  "You see son" he said, turning to the young man with the unblemished heart, "yours is not a perfect 

heart, for it has not lived, it has not been touched with joy and tears and laughter and love and pain and anguish and 

hardship and celebration.  Only when you are an old man like me will you be able to look upon a gnarled and 

battered heart and be able to say, 'yes, now that is a perfect heart.'" 

In a world of cliched ‘love’ themes, this story points to the difficult path, the road less travelled, of love and loving.  Love 

costs and can be painful as we give ourselves to someone else and become vulnerable before this love.  Scott Peck 

defines love as ‘the will to extend one’s self for the purpose of nurturing one’s own or another’s spiritual growth.’  This 

definition, along with Jesus’ words this week ‘…Love one another as I have loved you,’ (John 13:31-35) speak into the 

puzzling and challenging way of love.  Lifting us beyond the clichés and simplistic, fairy tale notions of love, these words 

open the way of love as giving of self.  This is confronting and often disturbing because everything in and around us tells 

us that we are the centre of all things, and love should be about us.  In our egocentric world, loving others without 

expectation of return feels ludicrous.   

As we are confronted with a world where there is violence and suffering, where fear and abuse of power, cause much 

hurt and harm, we need another way, a way that can lead us into a better, more life-giving future.  Jesus invites us to 

love each other as we are loved in him, in the Divine heart where love is poured out, released and flows into the world.  

This love is vulnerable and embraces all the violence, pain and evil that the powers and principalities of the world can 

throw at it.  Jesus was condemned, sentenced, crucified – hung out to die painfully.  He accepted this way as the only 

way to counter evil and violence and reveal it for what it is.  He understood that love is the only power strong enough to 

hold evil and violence and then overcome it.  His story leads us through crucifixion into resurrection, the celebration of 

new life and being and that liberating power is released into the life of the world.  It is our only best hope! 

Jesus offers the example of love that is confronting, challenging and hard – well I find it hard!  His life saw him change 

directions in response to human need, injustice, pain, struggle, lack…  He reached out and shared himself and all he 

had with other people – even surrendering his own life for the sake of this way of God in the world.  His life, death and 

resurrection proclaimed the power God’s profound love in midst of human life and experience and as a response to 

the violent and vengeful ways that humans engage in through fear, control, and revenge. 



 

 

 

Jesus invites us to love one another because it is in giving of ourselves that the world will change and experience the 

transformed, liberating life he offers.  ‘Love one another as I have loved you!’  Jesus’ love is about embracing each 

person as the unique and creative person that we each are.  He looked into the being of the person without 

judgement or definition.  He saw the hope, the pain, the vulnerability, fear and need that undergirded the responses of 

each person he met, and he loved!   

Jesus goes on to suggest that if we love as we are loved, others will know that we belong to this way of Jesus and to 

God, as beloved children.  They will see, experience and know in their own lives, this path of love!  If we do not live in 

love then how will anyone know, experience or recognise that there is another, deeper way of life that provides deep 

and true hope?  If we aren’t people who risk this dangerous and challenging path of love, how will the world around 

perceive another option to violence, hatred, fear and revenge?  How will they know that they are indeed loved 

profoundly in God? 

Jesus invites us into this liberating, courageous way of life – to love one another as we are loved by God!  By this all will 

know the way of life and peace!  By this we will grow into a deeper, more compassionate life.  By this the world will be 

transformed from violence and fear to open love, grace and peace.  Love! Imagine a world where people love one 

another deeply!  Imagine families, communities, churches even, where love for each other is foundational and deep!  

Imagine sitting down at a table, sharing food and stories, listening and caring and reaching a way forward together 

without bombs!  Love! 

 

The link to the video reflection is:    

 https://youtu.be/IeqNFhowre4  

  Rev Geoff Stevenson 

Sunday 22 May, from 6:00 pm 

Northmead Uniting Church 

Hammers Road, Northmead 

 

Jazz, Food, Community 

Come and Join us! 

Out of the Box  
 

Out of the Box Missional Conference will take place 

Friday and Saturday, July 29-30 at Uniting Mission and 

Education in North Parramatta.   
 

This is an open invitation to all members of the 

congregation to attend.  From this we expect to be 

inspired and enthused about what we can do for WEUC. 

Anyone wanting to attend must let Alison Anderson  

(0418 623 446) know by next Tuesday, 17 May so that 

the tickets can be booked at the pre-sale discounted 

price. 
 

See link for more info and key guest speakers. 

https://ume.nswact.uca.org.au/calendar/out-of-the-box-

missional-conference/ 

https://youtu.be/IeqNFhowre4
https://ume.nswact.uca.org.au/calendar/out-of-the-box-missional-conference/
https://ume.nswact.uca.org.au/calendar/out-of-the-box-missional-conference/


 

 

 

WEUC is committed to protecting children, young people and vulnerable adults from harm and abuse. 

Worship this Sunday  

at 9.30am will be a hybrid service. 
 

Everyone is welcome to attend  

or join us on zoom.   
 

 Zoom Meeting Link  

Telephone 02-8015-6011  

Meeting ID 864-749-2332  passcode 2121 
 

Or watch on our Youtube channel  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/

UCNf7ULm92n4lwV43xXykEWA  

Family & Intergen Service 
 

Sunday at 5pm in the Maurice Davies Hall.  

Families and friends welcome. 

A relaxed church gathering with a bible 

reading, discussion and sometimes a craft  

for children to enjoy.  

Mid-week devotion 
 

Join us on Wednesdays at 10am on zoom led by  

Pastor Lyn Graham. 
 

Join Zoom Meeting at 10am 

https://uca-nswact.zoom.us/j/91952761718?

pwd=WmtNRFhKbDV3OTZLaVJVRWk4VGVkZz09  
 

Meeting ID: 919 5276 1718    Passcode: 2121 

Morning Tea 
Thank you to all the wonderful teams who have been 

providing us with morning tea. It is very much appreciated.  

The next roster from July to January 2023 will be started 

soon.  If you would like to join this team please advise Alison 

Anderson 0418623446.  New people on 

the roster are very welcome.  

Synod Insights 
 

Synod Insights 6 May | 

Generosity to Moderator’s 

Flood Appeal brings hope 

amid despair 

The generosity of those 

who donated to the 

Moderator’s Flood Appeal has enabled local churches in 

flood-devastated areas of the NSW far north coast to help 

families who had ‘fallen between the cracks’. 

Between 1 March 2022 to 2 May 2022 the Moderator’s 

Flood Appeal received a total of $132,025.85. The money 

allowed local churches to reach out to people to provide 

food and other essential needs.  
 

Find this articles and more in the newsletter link below. 

Weekly Newsletter (v6send.net)  

Friday Discovery 
Join us next Friday, 20 May at 

10am for our Mother’s Day 

Special.  Four of our regular 

attendees will tell us the story of 

their mothers.  An interesting 

morning is promised. 

Enquiries: Joan Ross 9873 3713  

Zoom prayer group 
 

You are invited to join our weekly prayer time on 

zoom on Thursdays at 4pm.  Everyone is welcome 

to join in.  For more information contact Lois Rees. 
 

Join Zoom Thursday Prayer Group at 4pm 

https://uca-nswact.zoom.us/j/98939453219?

pwd=dG9paSs1eGg4MGZDbGozNWhqOHlQQT09  
 

Meeting ID: 989 3945 3219    Passcode: 2121 

https://zoom.us/j/8647492332?pwd=SldPdDc4YUpXQmVLTlFkVm5DNjd6dz09
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCNf7ULm92n4lwV43xXykEWA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCNf7ULm92n4lwV43xXykEWA
https://uca-nswact.zoom.us/j/91952761718?pwd=WmtNRFhKbDV3OTZLaVJVRWk4VGVkZz09
https://uca-nswact.zoom.us/j/91952761718?pwd=WmtNRFhKbDV3OTZLaVJVRWk4VGVkZz09
https://cust47004.au.v6send.net/v/47004/1929762/email.html?k=CoYM4ONzqKd2yjnPrM9u_7HTVY2Rc8fBtAqaOITZ7LU
https://uca-nswact.zoom.us/j/98939453219?pwd=dG9paSs1eGg4MGZDbGozNWhqOHlQQT09
https://uca-nswact.zoom.us/j/98939453219?pwd=dG9paSs1eGg4MGZDbGozNWhqOHlQQT09


 

 

 

SUPPORT  UKRAINE NIGHT 
 

Sunday 5 June, 6pm 

 

Marsden Road Uniting Church hall 

203 Marsden Road, Carlingford  

 

You are invited to join our church community for an evening of entertainment, 

information, and a simple meal, to support the struggle and suffering of the 

people of Ukraine.  

The program will include a variety of Ukrainian inspired music, (have you heard 

of the hilarious Dustyesky Choir?), heart warming stories, a personal family 

history, and even a fact finding quiz.  

   

 This is a fund raising event.   

 Bring your family and friends. 

 Proceeds to Act for Peace, National Council of Churches,  

 Emergency Appeal Ukraine Crisis 

 

Wear something blue and yellow, (Ukraine flag colours) 

Meal: Chicken Kyiv of course! 

 

Cost: $25 per person for the evening 

 

Please book by Monday 23 May to assist catering. 

Contact: 

 Elaine Forrest phone: 9874 7231 or 0409 272598  

 Ruth Henderson email: avalonbinda@bigpond.com 

 

Parking: Limited parking in church grounds.   

Park in Mobbs Lane. Transport available. 

 

If you are unable to attend  

your donation would be most welcome. 

 

Recommended by our 

Ecumenical friends. 

I have served on the Council of 

Christians and Jews in NSW for the 

past 20 years.  I found it to be a 

very moving and meaning service. 

Rev Paul Weaver 

Guest Speaker: 
Rev Dr Patrick McInerney 

He has worked in interfaith in Sydney since 2002.  He is 

currently Director of the Columban centre for Christian 

Muslim Relations located in Blacktown in the Diocese 

of Parramatta.  He is a member of the Australian 

Catholic Council for Interreligious Dialogue. 



 

 

Prayers  
If you would like to know of some specific names of 

people with particular pastoral needs to pray for, please 

contact Annabelle Avern (member of the Pastoral Care 

Team) on 0428 368 870, preferably on weekday evenings. 

Sunday  22 May 9.30am  Hybrid service 

Liturgist Helen Campbell 

Preaching Rev John Barr 

Ministers Assistant John Hall 

Welcomer Jean Chapple 

Stewards Morris Ross, Carolyn Button 

Reader Alison Anderson 

Prayers for the people Phil Chapple 

AV desk Phil & Desy 

Lectionary Readings 
Acts 16:9-15                               Psalm 67 
Revelations 21:10,22- 22:5        John 14:23-29 

Rosters 

Memorial Service 
A Memorial Service for our friend Val 

Stoney will be held on Monday 16 May 

at 11am at Alan Walker Village in the 

Auditorium.  (Enter via entrance 2) 

A light lunch will follow the service.  All are welcome. 

Enquiries:  Robyn Bowman 0407 215 943 

It’s just a thought…. 
  ….But it could change your life 

 

Your attitude is the eye of your soul. 

If your attitude is negative, 

then you see things negatively. 

If it’s positive, then 

you see; things positively. 
 

John Maxwell 

West Epping Uniting Church uses information and news provided by its members, adherents and officers for the purposes of 

conducting its pastoral ministry.  In the course of that ministry, material published in this bulletin may reach an audience 

wider than the membership of the congregation. 

Minister 
(Vacant) 
 

Seniors Ministry 
Pastor Lyn Graham    0412 990 949 
 

Office Administrator 
Helen Tattersall     0408 972 957 
 

Safe Church Contact Person 
Erica Harrison     0409 044 923 

Church Office  35 Orchard St Epping 2121 p: 9868 3574 

Office Hours    Thursday & Friday 8.30am to 2.30pm 
Email     weppinguca@gmail.com 
Website    weppinguca.org.au 
Facebook    facebook.com/weppinguniting 
 

WEUC Bank Account Westpac BSB 032 081  Account 961263 


