WEST EPPING UNITING CHURCH
Our Vision:

Newsletter

We are people sent to share the love,
hope and compassion of Jesus Christ with
all the world

Sunday 19 December 2021

Micah 5:2-5a

Luke 1:39-45

But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah,
who are one of the little clans of Judah,
from you shall come forth for me
one who is to rule in Israel,
whose origin is from of old,
from ancient days.
Therefore he shall give them up until the time
when she who is in labour has brought forth;
then the rest of his kindred shall return
to the people of Israel.
And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of
the Lord,
in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God.
And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great
to the ends of the earth;
and he shall be the one of peace.

In those days Mary set out and went with haste to a
Judean town in the hill country, where she entered the
house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. When
Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the child leapt in her
womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit and
exclaimed with a loud cry, ‘Blessed are you among
women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb. And
why has this happened to me, that the mother of my
Lord comes to me? For as soon as I heard the sound
of your greeting, the child in my womb leapt for joy.
And blessed is she who believed that there would be a
fulfilment of what was spoken to her by the Lord.’

We acknowledge the traditional custodians of the land upon which we gather, the Wallumedegal people of the
Eora nation and give thanks for their care of the land over many generations.

Geoff’s Reflection
Fourth Sunday of Advent
The Tragic Gap – The Courageous Place of Life and Hope!
Parker Palmer, the Quaker teacher and author, speaks of ‘The Tragic Gap.’ He describes this as the space we
find ourselves in, which is between the world and life as we experience and know it, and the world/life as we hope
or expect it might and should be. We may have a glimpse, even experience of the possibilities of something
new, different and ideal. In the midst of life, with its struggle, confusion and harsh, difficult spaces, we can
become critical, cynical and give up to the forces that overwhelm us. As we glimpse other possibilities we know
to be possible we can be caught in irrelevant idealism. The Tragic Gap is the space in between where we work
to transform the ‘what is’ into the ‘what can be.’ The work of Martin Luther King jr and Rosa Parks, Nelson Mandella
or Dorothy Day was to stand in this space and know that an alternative to the reality of life was possible, to believe
and act. It is the fact that they will never know or realise the ‘Promised Land’ but they help move us closer to a
place of justice, freedom and life for all.
In pondering this ‘Tragic Gap’ I was reminded of the beautiful story(s) of the ‘Christmas Truce’ that was
experienced along various parts of the Western Front in WWI on Christmas Eve/Day 1914. Various stories are told
of what happened as night descended and the fighting finished for the day on Christmas Eve, just 6 months into
the war. The winter cold and wet had contributed to make their lives an horrendous hell. Sitting quietly in wet,
cold trenches the soldiers settled in for another long night, when sounds were heard across no-man’s-land
between the fighting armies. At first the sounds were not clear, voices, talking but song-like. As they sat up a little
they heard it was a carol sung in German. On conclusion British soldiers sang in response and then back and
forth, carols in dual languages joining enemies.
One soldier reported seeing a light above the German side and realised it was a candle, held by a soldier,
unarmed and vulnerable to the sniper. He sang and moved forward into the dead space between. Others
ventured forth, crying ‘Merry Christmas’ in stilted English and inviting the Brits out to join them. Tentatively, soldiers
stood, awaiting a trap that didn’t come and with more confidence they ventured forth into the space, shaking
hands and exchanging gifts – cigarettes, Schnapps, puddings… They met and talked, they sang and ate
together. In the silence of the night, Christmas came. The season of love and wonder, joy and hope, peace
and life broke into war and fighting, violence and hatred to proclaim another reality in the midst of WWI.
The next day various stories speak of football games, barbers cutting hair, chaplains co-celebrating funerals for
the dead, British and German, and many experiences of joint celebration. In some places this truce lasted a few
days, other places just hours, but in the hearts and memories of soldiers it was transformative – Christmas truly
came and promised more than experience of war and hatred. This story invites us to hold onto the paradox of
our reality invaded by possibility and hope; of a different thinking or mindset transforming the current reality.
Sadly, the powers that be on both sides ordered the men to return to war and fighting and Christmas
disappeared once again – except in these few hearts. The fighting became harder for many of these men
because they had seen into the faces of the
enemy and they were like us! Living and acting
in this space is hard, but it is the space of
transformation, possibility and new life. It requires
an unwillingness to collude with status quo or
powers, to see through and beyond and
believe – then live into that possibility of hope
and life!

This is also the story(s) of Advent and Christmas as we are dealt prophetic words and simple stories of faith and
life. This week we encounter a young girl on the verge of womanhood - Mary (Luke 1:39-55). The prelude to this is
an encounter between Mary and an angel. In a world that was animated with angels and spirits, gods in the
heavens interacting with humans, an enchanted world of spirit – more than ours which is material, physical and
more limited to sensory perception. Mary encountered and angelic being and was overwhelmed with blessing
and grace in the words this being delivered: ‘“Greetings, favoured one! The Lord is with you.” But she was much

perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. The angel said to her, “Do not be
afraid, Mary, for you have found favour with God. And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and
you will name him Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God will give
to him the throne of his ancestor David. He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there
will be no end.”
Mary is still perplexed; she is young, a virgin, unmarried… How will this be? The angel speaks of grace in the
Spirit’s power, calling to mind the stories of other great leaders – Remus and Romulus, Caesar Augustus,
Oedipus… whose legends all recognised them as being conceived by the gods in their mother’s womb. Mary, in
deep faith says: Let it be so! It is in this seeing, believing and affirming that Christ is conceived in Mary, the reality
already exists. It is in faith that believes and lives into that faith-filled belief that Christ is born in us!
The week’s story is about Mary visiting her cousin, Elizabeth, also pregnant in her older age. This is another story
that draws us more deeply into the stories of women through the Bible who are unable to have children but
experience ‘grace’ that bears new life, and key leaders in the life of the people. Elizabeth bears John the Baptist
and in their greeting both Elizabeth and the child she carries, ‘rejoice’ in the encounter with the ‘one who is
greater (in Mary’s womb).’ Elizabeth blessed Mary and Mary sang.
The song she sang is a prophetic vision of the world as it can and should be. The understands that God has
been revealed in the poor, lowly and vulnerable – in Mary, the anonymous, powerless, lowly young woman.
Despite a world where the powerful and mighty, wealthy and religious, dominate, Mary glimpses a different reality,
one that breaks through in courageous acts of love, faith, hope and compassion. She experiences God’s call
upon her and recognises that the ‘way things are’ is not the way they need or should be and she sings a new
reality. The powerful are brought down and the lowly lifted up; the hungry are filled and the well-filled are sent off
on diets. It is a vision of life where all have a place, are included and have enough. It is a vision where love and
justice abound and life flourishes for all people.
Mary sees through and begins to live into a new reality. This is the Tragic Gap. It will be a hard ride and not
everything will be rosy. It will take faith and courage, hope and love to live and act into new possibility, new life for
all people. Mary sees, believes and lives into a new way, with a new mind and vision for the world that God loves
and graces!

The link to the video reflection is:
https://youtu.be/Sv8xRHAKv1w

Rev Geoff Stevenson

SMILE

warms a heart ~ Share with US

Thank you to those who have contributed to
the Smile page these past few months.

Pastoral Care Team

Remember Bruce, Shark, Cocoanut
and their meeting Doris the Pug.
They are best of friends
– acting like sisters.
Doris seems to be keeping
on eye on the other
sisters making sure they
don’t venture into the
house through her
personal door!
Social distancing Nativity
scene

One of the most glorious messes
in the world is the mess created
in the living room on Christmas day.
Don't clean it up too quickly.
Andy Rooney

Eva (4) explaining anxiety ...
" I don't know what's wrong.
I just feel like when I do something,
there is still a problem.
No matter what I do,
there's still a problem".

Elva H

These Santas and the card made by my niece 36
years ago when she was 6.
Every year I carefully pack them up and put away
for the next Christmas.
Elva H

Dad was tucking the kids in for bed ….
Eva (4) (putting her arms out to hug him)
says - "Come here ya old fella!"
So cute!

Tommy (6) and Eva(4) were looking at a
book of Mondrian’s artworks.
Tommy: Mum, is Mondrian still alive?
Mum: No, why’s that?
Tommy: Oh. We wanted to thank him for
creating these amazing artworks. Is he buried
or cremated?
Mum: I’m not sure but I would guess buried.
Why?
Tommy: OK - first stop on the weekend is the
cemetery so we can visit him and thank him.
Elva H

Worship this Sunday
at 9.30am will be a hybrid service
Everyone is welcome to attend
or join us on zoom
Zoom Meeting Link
Telephone 02-8015-6011
Meeting ID 864-749-2332 passcode 2121
Or watch on our Youtube channel
https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCNf7ULm92n4lwV43xXykEWA

Fresh expressions of worship
Sunday at 4.30pm in the Maurice Davies Hall.
Families and friends welcome.

Mid-week devotion

Synod Insights
Stories of Hope ~ Moderator’s 2021 Christmas Message
What stories of hope have you discovered over the last
year? How will you be celebrating Christmas this year? In
his 2021 Christmas message, the Moderator Rev. Simon
Hansford reminds us that Christ remains at the centre of
Christmas, gives us hope and reason to celebrate as we
can finally get together.
Find this and more in the newsletter link below.
Weekly Newsletter (vision6.com.au)

Join us on Wednesdays at 10am on zoom led by
Pastor Lyn Graham.
Final one for the year on 22 December will be led
by Gail Hinton.
First meeting in 2022 will be on Wednesday
5 January.
Join Zoom Meeting at 10am
https://uca-nswact.zoom.us/j/91952761718?
pwd=WmtNRFhKbDV3OTZLaVJVRWk4VGVkZz09
Meeting ID: 919 5276 1718

Passcode: 2121

Zoom prayer group
You are invited to join our weekly prayer time on
zoom on Thursdays at 4pm. Everyone is welcome
to join in. For more information contact Lois Rees.

Christmas gift cards
The Mission Team will again be selling Christmas Cards
supporting projects in aid of;
➢ OVC project in Mwandi
➢ Act for Peace
➢ UnitingWorld
These cards are now
available after the service.

Join Zoom Thursday Prayer Group at 4pm
https://uca-nswact.zoom.us/j/98939453219?
pwd=dG9paSs1eGg4MGZDbGozNWhqOHlQQT09
Meeting ID: 989 3945 3219

Passcode: 2121

WEUC is committed to protecting children, young people and vulnerable adults from harm and abuse.

Come celebrate Christmas with us!
Christmas Eve
Friday 24 December
Carols in the carpark
7pm
Christmas Day
Saturday 25 December
Worship
8.30am

Change to the COVID-19 health restrictions
from 15th December
The good news:

• Everyone can attend church without any density limits
• Masks are no longer required
• Singing is permitted indoors and outdoors.
• Morning teas and meals may be served, following all
COVID preparation and service of food requirements

• All activities of the church are open to everyone -vaccinated and unvaccinated. COVID Safety Plans are
optional (but Synod recommend updating Safety Plans
to “…demonstrate diligence.”)

Still required:

• QR code login is still required
• Maintain 1.5m physical distancing where possible
• Continue to practice good hand and respiratory
hygiene

• Continue strict COVID Safe cleaning regime
Morris Ross

Friday Discovery 2022
Friday 21 January, 2022, 10am. Please come and
welcome in the New Year with a Board Games
morning. All welcome.
Enquiries: Joan Ross 9873 3713

Pudding pickup
Christmas pudding orders will be ready for collection
this Sunday 19 December after the
9.30am service.
Thank you
Carolyn 9871 2661 or 0413 506 652

New beginnings dinner
Monday 24 January at West Epping Uniting Church.
In a relaxed and low key manner, the function for women
and men, will jointly anticipate New Beginnings for West
Epping, Carlingford and Marsden Road, and also
anticipate post pandemic New Beginnings for the Inter
Church Men’s Fellowship.
The Dinner will commence with pre-dinner drinks and
nibblies at 6.00pm, then move to seating at tables in the
Worship Space at 6.30pm. A carvery meal, followed by
dessert and tea/coffee, will be served by our usual
Caterers.
Music will be provided by Jazz on Hammers, a group from
Northmead UC. The music will be in two segments,
following the main course, and following dessert and tea/
coffee. The evening will conclude with a New Beginnings
message.
Cost will be $30.00 per person. Bookings should be made
as soon as possible to b.sheldrick@optusnet.com.au or
john@introspec.com.au
Payment can be made to the following account
Make payment to
BSB 062 166
Account 009 05 837
Deposits should be identified, with “Your name-dinner” --eg
“Planner-dinner” or “Sheldrick -dinner”

Church Office
Church office will be closed from Friday
17 December until Thursday 20 January 2022.

Office Hours are:
Thursday and Friday 8.30am to 2.30pm

WEUC is committed to protecting children, young people and vulnerable adults from harm and abuse.

Prayers
If you would like to know of some specific names of
people with particular pastoral needs to pray for, please
contact Annabelle Avern (member of the Pastoral Care
Team) on 0428 368 870,
preferably on
weekday evenings.

Rosters
Christmas Eve

Carols in the car park 7pm

Stewards

Helen Davey, Carolyn Button

Welcomer

Jan Williams

Reading

Mavis Hall

Prayers for the people

Erica Harrison

Christmas Day

8.30am

Stewards

Helen Davey, Ian West

Welcomer

Margaret Leivesley

Reader

Alison Anderson

Prayers for the people

Helen Campbell

AV desk

Phil & Desy

Morning tea
As covid restrictions have lifted we
are now able to have morning tea
after the service commencing in the
new year. If you are interested in
helping in any way please contact
Alison Anderson 0418 623 446 or
Margaret Wilson 9871 5649
with your expression of interest.

Lectionary Readings
Christmas Day

Isaiah 9:2-7
Titus 2:1-14

Psalm 96
Luke 2: 1-20

Theatre tickets
Eastwood Musical Society tickets for ‘Little Women’ are now
on sale: adults $30 pp, seniors $20pp, children $17.
Performances are as follows:
Fridays: 4, 11 and 18 February at 8pm
Saturdays: 5, 12 and 19 February at 2pm and 7.30pm
Sundays: 6, 13 and 20 February at 6.30pm.
For tickets phone Caroline on 8061 7195.

December Diary Dates
➢
➢
➢

Peace in your pocket
I will see the positive side of everything that
happens to me. I will see each ending as a
new beginning, and each challenge as an
opportunity to show how capable I am.

January Services
➢

➢

Blessings for a wonderful
Christmas and a safe and
happy New Year

Minister
(Vacant)
Seniors Ministry
Pastor Lyn Graham
0412 990 949
Office Administrator
Helen Tattersall
0408 972 957
Safe Church Contact Person
Erica Harrison
0409 044 923

Friday 24 December
Christmas Eve Carols in the carpark 7pm
Saturday 25 December
Christmas Day Service 8.30am
Sunday 26 December
There will be no service at West Epping

Sundays 2, 9, 16, and 23 January
Hybrid service with zoom only at 9.30am
(no Youtube)
Sunday 30 January
Hybrid service 9.30am with Youtube recording

Church Office
Office Hours
Email
Website
Facebook

35 Orchard St Epping 2121 p: 9868 3574
Thursday & Friday 8.30am to 2.30pm
weppinguca@gmail.com
weppinguca.org.au
facebook.com/weppinguniting

WEUC Bank Account Westpac BSB 032 081 Account 961263

West Epping Uniting Church uses information and news provided by its members, adherents and officers for the purposes of
conducting its pastoral ministry. In the course of that ministry, material published in this bulletin may reach an audience
wider than the membership of the congregation.

