
 

 

We acknowledge the traditional custodians of the land upon which we gather, the Wallumedegal people of the  

Eora nation and give thanks for their care of the land over many generations. 

Our Vision: 
We are people sent to share the love, 

hope and compassion of Jesus Christ with 

all the world 

Newsletter 

 

Sunday 19 September 2021 

James 3:13- 4:3, 7-8a 

Who is wise and understanding among you?  

Show by your good life that your works are done 

with gentleness born of wisdom.  But if you have 

bitter envy and selfish ambition in your hearts, do 

not be boastful and false to the truth.  Such 

wisdom does not come down from above, but is 

earthly, unspiritual, devilish.  For where there is envy 

and selfish ambition, there will also be disorder 

and wickedness of every kind.  But the wisdom 

from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, 

willing to yield, full of mercy and good fruits, 

without a trace of partiality or hypocrisy.  And a 

harvest of righteousness is sown in peace for those 

who make peace. 
 

Those conflicts and disputes among you, where 

do they come from?  Do they not come from your 

cravings that are at war within you?  You want 

something and do not have it; so you commit 

murder.  And you covet something and cannot 

obtain it; so you engage in disputes and conflicts. 

You do not have, because you do not ask.  You 

ask and do not receive, because you ask wrongly, 

in order to spend what you get on your pleasures.  

 

Submit yourselves therefore to God.  Resist the 

devil, and he will flee from you.  Draw near to 

God, and he will draw near to you.  

Mark 8:30-37 

They went on from there and passed through 

Galilee.  He did not want anyone to know it; for he 

was teaching his disciples, saying to them, ‘The 

Son of Man is to be betrayed into human hands, 

and they will kill him, and three days after being 

killed, he will rise again.’  But they did not 

understand what he was saying and were afraid 

to ask him. 
 

Then they came to Capernaum; and when he 

was in the house he asked them, ‘What were you 

arguing about on the way?’  But they were silent, 

for on the way they had argued with one another 

about who was the greatest.  He sat down, called 

the twelve, and said to them, ‘Whoever wants to 

be first must be last of all and servant of all.’  Then 

he took a little child and put it among them; and 

taking it in his arms, he said to them, ‘Whoever 

welcomes one such child in my name welcomes 

me,  and  whoeve r 

welcomes me welcomes 

not me but the one who 

sent me.’ 
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Geoff’s Reflection 
 

17th Sunday after Pentecost 

 The Way of Greatness – through Service and Humility…  

A school grade was preparing for the Christmas play, the ‘Nativity Story’.  The teachers went to great lengths to 

prepare the script and include all the children, seeking suitable roles for each.  One of their major concerns was a 

little boy who lived with intellectual disability and they were concerned to both include him and ensure his role 

was suitable for him and didn’t place too great a stress on him.  They worked through all the roles and possible 

roles and finally decided that they would make him the Innkeeper (who told Mary and Joseph there was no room 

in his inn).  The teachers kept the lines simple and his acting role, straightforward.   

The boy was required to open the door to his inn when Joseph knocked, then say “No room! No room!”  Mary 

would then give a short but impassioned plea to be allowed to stay there and when she stopped talking, he 

would say, “No room!  No room!,” and close the door.  There was someone off-stage to prompt him if he got 

stuck. 

On the day of the performance, Mary and Joseph knocked on the in door and the boy duly opened it and 

said, “No room! No room!”  All good so far.  Mary launched into her impassioned plea, saying how tired they 

were, having travelled so far – on a donkey!  She pleaded with the innkeeper and revealed that she was very 

pregnant and due to give birth at any moment.  She pleaded for him to let them stay there. 

Following her impassioned plea, the boy stood silent, saying nothing.  The prompter urged in a loud whisper, 

“say no room, no room.”  The boy turned to the prompter and said in a loud voice, “I know what I’m supposed to 

say but she can have my room!”  

This beautiful response from a boy who entered into the story and gave himself to someone he perceived 

more needy than himself, exemplifies the way of Jesus.  It is often in the manner and way of children or those who 

are marginalised, vulnerable or powerless who exhibit the necessary humility to recognise that they can’t do it all 

alone and reach out in trust to others – or God.  Whilst they may not use the language of serving, it is this attitude 

of surrender, trust and openness to being part of a broader community, that characterises such people and is the 

way that Jesus invites us into. 

Our culture and society is punctuated by the simple message that we must try harder, do more, be better, 

reach higher, succeed, succeed, succeed.  We are drip fed messages around appearance, wealth, status, 

celebrity, fame, acquisition, power, might…  This week our Prime Minister announced a new deal on atomic 

powered submarines to strengthen our might and be able to stand against the rising power of China.  We 

continue to believe that might and power, more weapons… will keep us safe from tensions or potential  

war – even as our actions are seen (reasonably so) as ramping up the threat and challenging potential enemies.  

There a zeal for power, might, wealth, success, dominance, fame…  This offers much but doesn’t provide what is 

promised. 

As I ponder those who seek and claim great glory and the title of greatness, I confess to being fearful of what 

they will do with that greatness, that fame or power.  Too many world leaders and hyped-up media types present 

a very narrow understanding of life and little wisdom to complement their knowledge or lack thereof.  Too many 

egos run the show around the world and are tyrannical, self-obsessed, narcissists claiming greatness where there 

is only ignorance and abuse.  This, sadly is always the way when ego drives us and arrogance asserts itself.  

Ultimately fear and envy will override any sense of sharing of power or humility.  The need to be in control and 

remain in control pervades history as rulers rise and fall, inflicting violence and abuse as they journey through their 

fantasies of being someone actually important. 

In contrast there are figures who transcend ego and arrogance.  Through the very journey into the valley of 

death’s shadow, the experience of overwhelming pain or loss, love or awe, their ego is driven down and humility 

and vulnerability fills their being.  It is then that they begin the journey that is truly great because it leads them into 

love, compassion, peace and beauty of life and joy – even when everything turns upside down and life is tough.   



 

 

 

I think of some great leaders such as Nelson Mandella or Gandhi, Mother Teresa or a 

little Carmelite sister I read of recently – St Therese of Lisieux.  Therese lived simply, loving 

God, the sisters in her convent, the children in their school and her family.  She reached 

out to people beyond through letters that brought healing and peace.  She died at the 

age of 24 from tuberculosis, a seemingly insignificant person who was unknown but for the 

few who knew her.  She was asked to write her simple autobiography and this unknown 

nun spoke into the hearts and lives of millions of people with her simple faith, love and 

hope.  She was made a saint less than 30 years after her death and then a Doctor of the 

Church on the centenary of her death – 1 of 3 women. 

I also think of the simple children and young people I worked with at the Hills Special School, children with 

intellectual and physical disabilities who were very simple and trusting.  They valued friendship, loved music and 

singing along, doing simple things and having fun.  Despite the difficulties life presented they were mostly joyful 

and loving.  Working with them gave me a sense of joy and I received far more than I gave. 

Jesus’ disciples were arguing about who was the greatest among them (Mark 9:30-37).  Overhearing this Jesus 

confronted them and they were appropriately embarrassed.  He said to them, gently but firmly, if you want to be 

truly great then become like a child, for only those who are really child-like and humble will understand and know 

what God’s Realm is like, will recognise their own vulnerability and not be afraid of it.  Only those who are humble 

and simple, completely trusting, like a child, will be able to recognise and understand their need of others and 

appreciate other people and what they can do; that which is unique and wonderful about them.  Only those not 

burdened by the obsessive need to stand apart and be better than everyone else will find their own true unique 

and wonderful contribution to life and the world.  Only those who give up control and understand that they are no 

better or worse than anyone but the equals of all people, regardless of position, power, privilege, wealth, fame or 

anything else, will be free enough to bring freedom and life to others.  Only those who lose themselves in the true 

and deep love, the compassionate, gracious love, that holds the universe and is the energy within every 

relationship of people, creatures, and particles, only those will find the life and meaning that they yearn for and 

the joy and hope it brings.   

This compassionate love is the essence of God.  It is humble, vulnerable and expressed in the life of Jesus.  This 

vulnerable way is echoed by the child-like people who follow and find the way of wisdom, life, compassion and 

joy.  

 

 The link to the video reflection is:     https://youtu.be/hANOogmImRA  

               Rev Geoff Stevenson 

St Therese of Lisieux 

https://youtu.be/hANOogmImRA


 

 

International Day of Peace 
 

The International Day of Peace is coming 

soon and this year the Peace Service is 

needed more than any other time.  Due to 

COVID lockdown in Sydney, this year the 

Peace service would be held online via 

zoom on Tuesday 21 September at 2pm..  
 

https://uca-nswact.zoom.us/j/96010303812  

 

Occasional address to be given by  

Rev Simon Hansford, the Moderator of the 

Uniting Church in Australia NSW & ACT Synod  
 

All are welcome to join on line. 

Report on UCA Parramatta Nepean Presbytery (PNP) meeting  

held on Wednesday 8 September 2021. From 7.30pm via Zoom.  

Lyn Graham, Lois Rees and Helen Aiton represented WEUC.  

➢ Rev Geoff Stevenson opened worship with prayers and a devotional 

➢ Attendees were then allocated to breakout rooms for a catchup time. 

This proved to be an invaluable and moving experience. Participants in your reporter’s room included one minister, 

who described the great pressure that they were under.  

The responsibility of caring for the congregation members, a spouse who was working at a remote location and 

young children at home. Ministers need our prayers. 

➢ Geoff Stevenson then led a final discussion on the Mission Strategy Report. 

There were some questions, but Geoff and John Martin answered these in detail. 

The meeting voted to accept the report, with one person voting against. 

This means that approval was given for  

‘(The) PNP Standing Committee to recruit 2 x 50% Mission leaders (for Multicultural Strategy Committee & 

Congregational Strategy and Development Committee) and Business Manager on limited 1 year placement/

contract till funding confirmed, at a cost of $250k. ‘ 

and it all begins now. 

➢ National Church Life Survey 

Julie Prowse led a discussion on this survey. These are not ideal times for this survey, but Julie was positive that with 

goodwill and some hard work the survey can be carried out. She can be contacted at any time. 

A link https://ume.nswact.uca.org.au/resources/national-church-life-survey/  

➢ Amalgamation of the Picton and Tahmoor Congregations to form the Wollondilly Uniting Church. 

This has been a long journey of over ten years, but the final resolution between the parties was carried with two 

abstentions.  

The Presbytery agreed to the amalgamation. Wollondilly Uniting Church owns both church properties, and the old 

Picton Church will be leased by a firm of Funeral Directors. 

➢ The meeting closed at 9.10pm. 

Report by Helen Aiton.  

https://uca-nswact.zoom.us/j/96010303812
https://ume.nswact.uca.org.au/resources/national-church-life-survey/


 

 

Send your “Smile thought” to  Helen at - 

weppinguca@gmail.com  or post to   

“Smile thought”   

c/- 75/129 Lanhams Road, Winston Hills 2153. 

Looking forward to ‘Sharing a Smile’ with you. 

Pastoral Care Team 

SMILE warms a heart ~ Share with US  

Something that made me 
smile was taking this 
beautiful loaf out of the 

oven.  I have never made 
bread before but a friend 
gave me this easy no-knead 
recipe.  There is something 
about making bread: you 

have to have time, patience 
and the right ingredients.  My yeast was past it’s 
use by date so I have bought some fresh yeast as I 
want to make more!  It tasted delicious all the 
same.  

 Alison A 

How happy are we to welcome this visitor 

(Echidna) to our garden last Saturday.  

He is happy too, with plenty of food from the 
newly hewn gum tree.  A BIG smile here! 
 Margaret G 

Phil C 

Practice the pause 

When in doubt,  pause 

When angry,  pause 

When tired,  pause 

When stressed,  pause 

And when you pause, 

P r a y 

 Helen C 

Robyn has her mum’s teddies in the window 
for passing children to view. 

 Robyn H 



Breaking bread: A compassionate 

collaboration in Ultimo  
 

The church is at its best when it brings people together and 

creates an environment of belonging one to another.  The 

COVID crisis, with its requirement that people maintain 

physical separation, has had a disrupting impact on all 

religious groups.  Read this story and more in the Synod 

Insights newsletter in the link below. 

Weekly Newsletter (vision6.com.au)  

WEUC is committed to protecting children, young people and vulnerable adults from harm and abuse. 

Worship this Sunday  

at 9.30am 
 

Please join us on zoom 

 Zoom Meeting Link  

Telephone 02-8015-6011  

Meeting ID 864-749-2332  passcode 2121 
 

Or watch on our Youtube channel  

 https://www.youtube.com/channel/

UCNf7ULm92n4lwV43xXykEWA  
 

Please Note:  Our church building is closed until 

further notice. 

Fresh expressions of worship 
 

will resume after the school holidays on  

10 October at 4.30pm 
 

https://uca-nswact.zoom.us/j/92855802576?

pwd=akcvUEprSmRqV0FwM0dYc1BLRHRaQT09  
 

Meeting ID: 928 5580 2576  Passcode: 2121  

Mid-week devotion 
 

Join us on Wednesdays at 10am on zoom for a 15 

to 20 minute devotion led by Pastor Lyn Graham 

followed by a catch up time. 
 

Join Zoom Meeting at 10am 

https://uca-nswact.zoom.us/j/91952761718?

pwd=WmtNRFhKbDV3OTZLaVJVRWk4VGVkZz09  
 

Meeting ID: 919 5276 1718 

Passcode: 2121 

Zoom prayer group 
 

You are invited to join our weekly prayer time on 

zoom on Thursdays at 10am.  Prayer is usually 

centred around our church community, it’s people, 

it’s mission, it’s purpose.  Everyone is welcome to join 

in, because we all know how to pray!  

For more information contact Lois Rees. 
 

Join Zoom Thursday Prayer Group at 10am 

https://uca-nswact.zoom.us/j/98939453219?

pwd=dG9paSs1eGg4MGZDbGozNWhqOHlQQT09  
 

Meeting ID: 989 3945 3219 

Passcode: 2121 

 

Coffee and chat  
 

Join us on Fridays on zoom at 10am.  

Grab a beverage and join us for a chat 

about the book you are reading, the show you are 

watching or maybe a trip you’ve been on.   

A good opportunity to catch up. 
 

Join Zoom Meeting at 10am. 

https://uca-nswact.zoom.us/j/95597404691?

pwd=QlB2WjljRHdRSXJkNmFPWkR2S0dpUT09  
 

Meeting ID: 955 9740 4691     

Passcode: 2121 

https://www.vision6.com.au/v/47004/1874048/email.html?k=-dFD0icGgJM5OOELMASpJorn7El64jkm2PjRtz8DZdY
https://zoom.us/j/8647492332?pwd=SldPdDc4YUpXQmVLTlFkVm5DNjd6dz09
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCNf7ULm92n4lwV43xXykEWA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCNf7ULm92n4lwV43xXykEWA
https://uca-nswact.zoom.us/j/92855802576?pwd=akcvUEprSmRqV0FwM0dYc1BLRHRaQT09
https://uca-nswact.zoom.us/j/92855802576?pwd=akcvUEprSmRqV0FwM0dYc1BLRHRaQT09
https://uca-nswact.zoom.us/j/91952761718?pwd=WmtNRFhKbDV3OTZLaVJVRWk4VGVkZz09
https://uca-nswact.zoom.us/j/91952761718?pwd=WmtNRFhKbDV3OTZLaVJVRWk4VGVkZz09
https://uca-nswact.zoom.us/j/98939453219?pwd=dG9paSs1eGg4MGZDbGozNWhqOHlQQT09
https://uca-nswact.zoom.us/j/98939453219?pwd=dG9paSs1eGg4MGZDbGozNWhqOHlQQT09
https://uca-nswact.zoom.us/j/95597404691?pwd=QlB2WjljRHdRSXJkNmFPWkR2S0dpUT09
https://uca-nswact.zoom.us/j/95597404691?pwd=QlB2WjljRHdRSXJkNmFPWkR2S0dpUT09


Something to Crow About! 
101 Proverbs for living         Proverb 95 

 

Happiness is a thing to be practiced, 

Like the violin. 
John Lubbock 

West Epping Uniting Church uses information and news provided by its members, adherents and officers for the purposes of 

conducting its pastoral ministry.  In the course of that ministry, material published in this bulletin may reach an audience 

wider than the membership of the congregation. 

Minister 
(Vacant) 
 

Seniors Ministry 
Pastor Lyn Graham    0412 990 949 
 

Office Administrator 
Helen Tattersall     0408 972 957 
 

Safe Church Contact Person 
Erica Harrison     0409 044 923 

Church Office  35 Orchard St Epping 2121 p: 9868 3574 

Office Hours    Thursday & Friday 8.30am to 2.30pm 
Email     weppinguca@gmail.com 
Website    weppinguca.org.au 
Facebook    facebook.com/weppinguniting 
 

WEUC Bank Account Westpac BSB 032 081  Account 961263 

Prayers  
If you would like to know of some specific names of 

people with particular pastoral needs to pray for, please 

contact Annabelle Avern (member of the Pastoral Care 

Team) on 0428 368 870, 

preferably on 

weekday evenings. 

Sunday 26 September 9.30am 

Liturgist Erica Harrison 

Prayers for Others Helen Campbell 

Reader Mavis Hall 

AV desk Morris & Phil 

Lectionary Readings 
Esther 7:1-6,9-10,9:20-22          Psalm 124 
James 5:13-20                           Mark 9:38-50 

(for service on zoom) Rosters 

Service ~ Val Stoney 

Val Stoney’s family have decided to hold a 

private Cremation, and later in the year they 

are planning for a service of Celebration for 

her Life.  Val passed away last week.  Please 

keep her family in your prayers. 

Rearview Vision 
 

I am spending my time in Lockdown doing research on 

the early history of youth and children’s ministry in the 

Uniting Church (NSW) and leading up to Union, from 

1970 to about 1985.  Whether you were a child/youth, 

minister, leader, parent I would love to hear your 

experience.   

If you would be willing to fill in a questionnaire, please 

contact: Christine Gapes,  

Uniting Church Chaplain at Western Sydney University, 

c.gapes@westernsydney.edu.au  

mailto:c.gapes@westernsydney.edu.au

