
 

 

We acknowledge the traditional custodians of the land upon which we gather, the Wallumedegal people of the Eora nation 

and give thanks for their care of the land over many generations. 

Our Vision: 
We are people sent to share the love, 

hope and compassion of Jesus Christ with 

all the world 

Newsletter 

 

Sunday 9 May 2021 

Acts 10:44-48 

While Peter was still speaking, the Holy Spirit fell 

upon all who heard the word.  The circumcised 

believers who had come with Peter were 

astounded that the gift of the Holy Spirit had been 

poured out even on the Gentiles, for they heard 

them speaking in tongues and extolling God.  

Then Peter said, ‘Can anyone withhold the water 

for baptizing these people who have received the 

Holy Spirit just as we have?’  So he ordered them to 

be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ.  Then 

they invited him to stay for several days.  

 

 
 

John 15:9-17 

As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; 

abide in my love.  If you keep my 

commandments, you will abide in my love, just as 

I have kept my Father’s commandments and 

abide in his love.  I have said these things to you 

so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy 

may be complete. 
 

‘This is my commandment, that you love one 

another as I have loved you.  No one has greater 

love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s 

friends.  You are my friends if you do what I 

command you.  I do not call you servants any 

longer, because the servant does not know what 

the master is doing; but I have called you friends, 

because I have made known to you everything 

that I have heard from my Father.  You did not 

choose me but I chose you.  And I appointed you 

to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the 

Father will give you whatever you ask him in my 

name.  I am giving you these commands so that 

you may love one another. 
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Geoff’s Reflection 

6th Sunday after Easter 

 God is Love 

Some years ago, I was asked what I and our church/congregation really stood for.  The person felt the 

confusion of change and that everything felt less certain and sure.  He was no longer quite sure about 

what was right or wrong, in or out, good or bad…  In previous times everything felt much more certain, 

and the focus was essentially on ‘getting people into heaven when they died.’  That was the message he 

had received and one he recognised.  It was neat and tidy…  But, what did I really stand for?  What did I 

think the core or essential message of Jesus really was. 

We chatted for a bit and I said I’d come back to him with a more considered answer and response.  I 

thought about it and had that chat.  I’m not sure he bought what I was trying to say, and I realised that 

there were several other people confused by the way I tried to express this way of Jesus.  I thought of a 

simple three-word response that tended to reflect what I was on about – and more importantly what 

Jesus invited us into.   

It was:  God is Love! 

It sounds simple and somewhat trite.  God is Love!  We hear about love everywhere and a distorted, 

simplistic image is held over and against the ‘big’ notions of love that lift us, inspire us and help us 

respond more deeply to this powerful reality.  I described Love as the most powerful force in the universe, 

but one not grounded in violence or power over but a vulnerable force that lifts us up, draws us together 

and gives of self for another’s well-being and growth. This, I suggested, is what God is like and God is the 

source of love. 

I remembered a story from many years ago.  Leighton was a staff member at a Christian campsite in 

SW Sydney.  We often took youth groups and young people there and they heard stories of Jesus and 

participated in various activities – horse riding, archery, canoeing…  It was fun and well run.  The site 

offered mid-week camps in holidays and at one such camp, Leighton was the staff member in charge.  

The group went out canoeing on the river.  It was slightly higher due to some rain and runoff and they told 

the young people to stay upstream where everything was safe.  One canoe slowly drifted downstream 

and the leaders tried to call the person back, to no avail.  Leighton, on the bank watching on ran along 

calling the person to turn around but they didn’t and kept going over a weir further down the river.  Below 

the weir was swirling waters and without a second thought Leighton dived in and pushed the canoe to 

shore.  In the same instant he was dragged down into the swirling waters and drowned. 

Leighton gave his life for this person.  He did it without thinking of himself.  It was an act of love and 

sacrifice and saved another’s life.  I have thought about this story often, especially as I’ve heard about 

other people who sacrifice themselves or risk life to save others or serve their community – firefighters, SES, 

Ambulance and Police Officers, armed services, peacekeepers and so many ordinary citizens that do 

extraordinary acts of selflessness for the sake of another.  These are reflections of Jesus’ message and 

example. 

In the passage we read this (John 15:9-17), Jesus urges his followers to follow his commandments, to 

live in the way he describes and demonstrates.  He gives them a new commandment, one that holds 

everything together – ‘Love one another as I have loved you.’  He goes on to say that ‘no greater love 

does a person have than to give their lives for their friend(s) – and you are my friends!’  This way of Jesus is 

about giving of ourselves for the other, to stand with each other and share life, food, everything.  At our 

best, we see this in ourselves but too often fear and culture draw us back into more self-seeking and self-

preserving ways.  In fear or ignorance we build barriers between ourselves and those who are different in 

some way or belong to a different tribe.  We compete for resources and try to accumulate more than we 

need – like toilet paper in a viral pandemic!   

The other day on ABC radio, Hugh Mackay was being interviewed and, whilst I didn’t catch the whole 

interview, one part grabbed my attention.  He said that healthy competition can bring out the best in 

people, cooperation is much more important.  In fact it is the only way forward for our world, to 

overcome the problems and crises we face.  Cooperation is grounded in trust and respect.  Cooperation 

requires us to reach out and share with others who are often different and this expresses love. 



 

 

 

Two women were on a flight and for the first leg buried their heads in books.  During a short stopover, 

one spoke to the other and a conversation ensued.  They spoke for the rest of the trip, sharing interesting 

stories of themselves and discovering much in common.  When they reached their destination and fare-

welled each other, one pondered how she had discovered a new friend in a stranger whom she would 

probably have never met or never thought to speak to, except they were brought together on a flight 

and finally put their books down.  She wondered how many of the people she passed from the terminal 

may be potentially new ‘best friends,’ people she could connect to and share life with.  She wondered 

about all the stories and struggles, hopes and joys these people had in them, stories and hopes, dreams 

and fears that she shared? 

In Jesus’ life he reached out to people he met or encountered along the road, in gatherings or 

homes…  Many of these people were outsiders or people not trusted by the many.  Jesus listened and 

challenged, cared and encouraged, nurtured and loved and drew everyone into a place where love 

and friendship could flourish and people could gather in inclusive community where justice and life was 

shared and people were given life back!  

Like much of John’s story of Jesus, there is in this passage, a convoluted, circular movement where 

Jesus speaks about being in the Father and the Father in him and me in you and you in me…  This is the 

confusing, wondrous mystery of God who is a relationship of love between Creator, Christ and Spirit.  They 

dance this circle of creative, self-giving love that flows out into all the world so that we are in God and 

God in us and we are invited to become one with one another, loving each other as God in Christ has 

loved us – and Jesus exemplifies in his life and teaching.  It is a story of sacrifice and self-giving love that 

finds joy and wonder in giving to the other.  It challenges the divisions and barriers that we find are erect-

ed between ourselves and others who are different. 

This is the wonder of what we call Incarnation – God revealed in flesh (as one commentator puts it: 

God moved into our neighbourhood and lived among us).  God comes to us and lives along-side us in 

flesh and blood and calls us friends, trusting, loving, understanding and travelling with us.  In small and 

large ways, we are loved and invited to love in return for this is the deeper reality of being human and 

finding meaning in life.  

God is Love and when we love we live into the full, rich and deep life we are created for – and God 

lives in us!  

              Rev Geoff Stevenson 



 

 

Join us on Sundays  

at 9.30am 
 

This will be a hybrid service followed by morning 

tea.  Everyone is welcome to attend. 
 

If you are unable to attend, please join us on 

zoom 

 Zoom Meeting Link  

Telephone 02-8015-6011  

Meeting ID 864-749-2332 passcode 2121 
 

Or watch on our Youtube channel  

 https://www.youtube.com/channel/

UCNf7ULm92n4lwV43xXykEWA  

Fresh expressions of worship 
 

Each Sunday at 4.30pm in the Maurice Davies 

Hall.  Families and friends welcome. 

 

Blessed be all mothers 

Who have come into our lives 

Whose kindness, care and loving 

Remain with us to guide. 
 

Your inspiration in us 

Made us strive in every way 

Especially to remember 

Helping others makes our day. 
 

Mothers, this little tribute 

Flows directly from my heart 

You are so loved and cherished 

Invaluable, one and all, you are. 

 -Susan Kramer- 

Small Group 
Are you in a Bible Study group?  Would you like to give it a 

go?  Would you like to understand more of what we read 

in the bible?  Then maybe this group is the one for you! 

This small group meets on 1st and 3rd Wednesdays of the 

month, at 3pm, and we are inviting anyone who would 

like to come!  For more information, please contact: 

Lois Rees 9876 1743 or 0408 460 050, or  

Anne Jeffery on 9874 1018, 0409 933 950. 

Inter Church Men’s Fellowship  
Monday 10 May 

Speaker Martin Thomas AM ~ Nuclear power – an answer 

to Australia’s climate change.  This is not a political 

discussion but an engineering option to reduce emissions. 

Dinner at 6.30pm.  Bookings to Bruce Sheldrick by noon on 

Sunday, or attend the speaker session at 7.45pm 

WEUC is committed to protecting children, young people and vulnerable adults from harm and abuse. 

Ecumenical combined Parish meeting  
 

will now be held from 7.00pm Tuesday 11 May in the  

Epping Uniting Church Hall.  Dessert, tea and coffee 

will be served before the business meeting.   

Friday Discovery 
Our group for over 55's!  We meet next on Friday 21 May 

at 10am.  All Welcome. 

As Mothers Day is in May, please bring along something 

that belonged to your mother or grandmother to show. 

Enquiries: Joan Ross 9873 3713 

Ladies Fellowship 
This month we welcome our new Senior's Pastor, Lyn 

Graham to our meeting speaking on 'Coming out of 

Covid - the positives!'. 

Please join us on Friday 14 May at 10am. 

All ladies welcome. 

Morning tea will be served 'Covid Safely". 

We look forward to seeing you. 

Enquiries: Lyn MacGregor 9871 8701 

 President 

Food collection 
Our food collection for Community Aid will take place 

on Sunday 16 May. 

Please bring along your food items to the 9.30am 

service.  As always thanks for your generosity. 

Carolyn 9871 2661 

https://zoom.us/j/8647492332?pwd=SldPdDc4YUpXQmVLTlFkVm5DNjd6dz09
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCNf7ULm92n4lwV43xXykEWA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCNf7ULm92n4lwV43xXykEWA


West Epping Uniting Church uses information and news provided by its members, adherents and officers for the purposes of 

conducting its pastoral ministry.  In the course of that ministry, material published in this bulletin may reach an audience 

wider than the membership of the congregation. 

Rosters 

Minister 
(Vacant) 
 

Seniors Ministry 
Pastor Lyn Graham    0412 990 949 
 

Office Administrator 
Helen Tattersall     0408 972 957 
 

Safe Church Contact Person 
Erica Harrison     0409 044 923 

Church Office  35 Orchard St Epping 2121 p: 9868 3574 

Office Hours    Thursday & Friday 8.30am to 2.30pm 
Email     weppinguca@gmail.com 
Website    weppinguca.org.au 
Facebook    facebook.com/weppinguniting 
 

WEUC Bank Account Westpac BSB 032 081  Account 961263 

Prayers  
If you would like to know of some specific names of 

people with particular pastoral needs to pray for, please 

contact Annabelle Avern (member of the Pastoral 

Care Team) 

on 0428 368 870, 

preferably on 

weekday evenings. 

 

Something to Crow About! 
101 Proverbs for living                

 

Why wish for the privilege of living our past life again? 

We begin a new one every morning 
 

Robert Quillen 

Sunday 16 May 9.30am 

Prayers for Others Phil Chapple 

Reader Desy Chapple 

Welcomer 
Stewards 

Jennifer West 
Ian West, Bruce Elliott 

AV desk Morris Ross 

Lectionary Readings 
Easter 7 

Acts 1:15-17, 21-26                      Psalm 1 
1 John 5:9-13                                John 17:6-19 

Can you help?  

9.30am Morning Tea Roster  
UNFORTUNATELY THE RESPONSE TO THIS REQUEST HAS BEEN 

DISAPPOINTING – IT WOULD BE UNFORTUNATE NOT TO BE ABLE TO SHARE 

MORNING TEA AFTER THE SERVICE 
 

Margaret Wilson has been asked to prepare a roster for 

the 9.30am service commencing on Sunday 2nd May.  

Please contact her by email – wilmarg1@bigpond.com 

or phone 9871 5649, if you are able to be part of this 

roster thus enabling us to better know each other as we 

combine our two previous Church Services.  The more 

who are willing to participate will mean your frequency 

on the roster will be less.  Please advise of any dates that 

will be unsuitable. 
 

To meet the requirement of the current COVID Plan, we 

will need 3 people each week to serve the morning tea, 

ie. 1 each to attend the tea and coffee urns and 1 to 

serve the food.  Husband and wife as part of the team 

would be great. 
 

Preparation will include arriving early to fill the urns and 

turn them on, set up the cups, tea, coffee, sugar and 

milk on the tables.  Food on the traymobile (distanced) 

with plates and tongs. 
 

Cleaning up includes clearing away; using the 

dishwasher for the cups, plates, milk jugs etc and 

returning them to the correct cupboards.  Wiping down 

the tables, benches and sink. 
 

Each group will need to provide fresh milk and biscuits.  

Ladies Fellowship provide the tea, coffee sugar etc.  

Dishes for donations will be on the 

tables so that costs could be 

recouped. 


