
 

 

We acknowledge the traditional custodians of the land upon 

which we gather, the Wallumedegal people of the Eora nation  

and give thanks for their care of the land over many generations. 

Our Vision: 
We are people sent to share the love, 

hope and compassion of Jesus Christ with 

all the world 

Newsletter 
 

Sunday 13 September 2020 

Psalm 139:7-12 
 

Where can I go from your spirit? 

   Or where can I flee from your presence?  

If I ascend to heaven, you are there; 

   if I make my bed in Sheol, you are there.  

If I take the wings of the morning 

   and settle at the farthest limits of the sea,  

even there your hand shall lead me, 

   and your right hand shall hold me fast.  

If I say, ‘Surely the darkness shall cover me, 

   and the light around me become night’,  

even the darkness is not dark to you; 

   the night is as bright as the day, 

   for darkness is as light to you. 

 

Matthew 18:21-35 
 

Then Peter came and said to him, ‘Lord, if another 

member of the church sins against me, how often 

should I forgive?  As many as seven times?’  Jesus 

said to him, ‘Not seven times, but, I tell you, seventy

-seven times. 

‘For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be 

compared to a king who wished to settle accounts 

with his slaves.  When he began the reckoning, one 

who owed him ten thousand talents was brought to 

him; and, as he could not pay, his lord ordered him 

to be sold, together with his wife and children and 

all his possessions, and payment to be made.  So 

the slave fell on his knees before him, saying, “Have 

patience with me, and I will pay you everything.”  

And out of pity for him, the lord of that slave 

released him and forgave him the debt.  But that 

same slave, as he went out, came upon one of his 

fellow-slaves who owed him a hundred denarii; 

and seizing him by the throat, he said, “Pay what 

you owe.”  Then his fellow-slave fell down and 

pleaded with him, “Have patience with me, and I 

will pay you.”  But he refused; then he went and 

threw him into prison until he should pay the debt. 

When his fellow-slaves saw what had happened, 

they were greatly distressed, and they went and 

reported to their lord all that had taken place.  

Then his lord summoned him and said to him, “You 

wicked slave!  I forgave you all that debt because 

you pleaded with me.  Should you not have had 

mercy on your fellow-slave, as I had mercy on 

you?”  And in anger his lord handed him over to be 

tortured until he should pay his entire debt.  So my 

heavenly Father will also do to every one of you, if 

you do not forgive your brother or sister from your 

heart.’ 

WEST EPPING UNITING CHURCH 

 

Join us on line 

Each Sunday at  

8am and 10am 

Youtube live at 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/

UCNf7ULm92n4lwV43xXykEWA 



Seasons of Creation 
 

Exodus 14:19-31  

Last week we had the story of the Passover.  The story that has shaped a people’s identity.  A story that tells of 

liberation from slavery to freedom.  A story that continues to be told and remembered today, a perpetual 

ordinance as God ordained (Exodus 12:17).  As Moses told them “when your children ask you, ‘What do you mean 

by this observance?’  you shall say, ‘It is the Passover sacrifice to the Lord, for he passed over the houses of the 

Israelites in Egypt, when he struck down the Egyptians but spared our houses.’” (Exodus 12:26-27). 

You can have your memory refreshed by watching this clip from the Dreamworks' animated musical film 

Prince of Egypt: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HXmru6NrSAY  

At midnight God struck down all the firstborn in Egypt.  Wealth, status, hierarchy did not matter, all the firstborn were 

killed from the firstborn of Pharaoh to the prisoners in the dungeon, even the firstborn of the livestock died.  There 

was not a house without someone dead.  The grief was widespread.   

As one who believes God is a God of love and life I struggle with this story and the death.  Do not Egyptian lives 

matter?   Do the ends justify the means?  

Do you struggle with this story and the destruction of life?   

How do you reconcile a God of love and life as the one who also brings destruction and death? 

It took the death of all the first born for Pharaoh to repent and let go of his power and control.  Not until such death 

and chaos was unleashed did Pharaoh let the people go.  After this night of death he summoned Moses and 

Aaron and said, “Go away from my people, you and the Israelites!  Go, worship your God.  Take your flocks and 

your herds and be gone.  And bring a blessing on me too!”   

The people fled with urgency.  God led the people toward the Red Sea.  God went in front of them in a pillar of 

cloud by day, to lead them along the way, and in a pillar of fire by night, to give them light, so that they might 

travel by day and by night.  You can watch and listen to the song When You Believe from the Dreamworks' 

animated musical film Prince of Egypt: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NieC8KA0EvI  

It did not take Pharaoh and his officials long to change their minds. 

“What have we done, letting Israel leave our service?”  So Pharaoh had his chariot made ready, and 

took his army with him; he took six hundred of the best chariots and all the other chariots of Egypt with 

officers over all of them…  As Pharaoh drew near, the Israelites looked back, and there were the 

Egyptians advancing on them.  In great fear the Israelites cried out to the Lord.  They said to Moses, 

“Was it because there were no graves in Egypt that you have taken us away to die in the wilderness? 

What have you done to us, bringing us out of Egypt?  Is this not the very thing we told you in Egypt, ‘Let 

us alone and let us serve the Egyptians’?  For it would have been better for us to serve the Egyptians 

than to die in the wilderness.”  (Exodus 14:5-7, 10-12) 

The people prefer the security of slavery over the uncertainty of freedom.  Wouldn’t it be better to be close to the 

riches of a wealthy nation than to be lost in the wilderness? 

Are there ways in which we are the tyrant who weld the power and threaten withdrawal of finances in order to 

control? 

In what ways and to what things do we as individuals, as community and as the church remain bound to power 

and wealth?   

 

But Moses said to the people, “Do not be afraid, stand firm, and see the deliverance that the Lord will accomplish 

for you today” (Exodus 14:13) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HXmru6NrSAY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NieC8KA0EvI


WEUC is committed to protecting children, young people and vulnerable adults from harm and abuse. 

 

This brings us to this week’s reading.  God spoke to Moses telling him to tell the Israelites to go forward.  God also 

tells Moses to hold out his staff out over the sea which he does overnight while God drove the sea back by a 

strong east wind which dived the water allowing the Israelites to cross over on dry land.  The Egyptian army pursued 

them but God, in the pillar of fire and cloud, threw the Egyptian army into panic and clogged the chariot wheels 

so that they had difficulty turning.  Then God told Moses to again stretch his hand out over the sea so that the 

water would return which it did covering the chariots and drivers destroying the entire army. 

Again, I ask don’t Egyptian lives matter?   Do the ends justify the means?  I have been thinking a lot about this over 

the last few months.  As we have seen protests in Hong Kong against China the Communist Government.  As we 

have seen protests in the USA and around the world for Black Lives Matter.  As we commemorated the  

75
th
 anniversary of Atom bombs being dropped on Japan.  As we commemorated the end of World War II in 

which people on both sides of the war were fighting believing God was on their side.  I have thought of Bonhoeffer 

who spoke out against the Nazi regime.  He led one of only a few churches who went against the Nazi, Arian, 

White Supremacist ideology.  He was killed not long before the end of the war because of his involvement in a 

plan to assassinate Hitler.  Do the ends ever justify the means?  And if so how do we judge when the ends justify 

the means? 

Do we find it hard to believe the ends justify the means when we are not the ones who are being oppressed?  

After all when the status quo works for us why change it?   

Separating the water from the land is an echo of creation, on the third day when God said, “Let the waters under 

the sky be gathered together into one place, and let the dry land appear.”  The creational themes are important 

here they remind us that God’s conflict with Pharaoh is not simply between two rulers. The true conflict is between 

forces of creation and chaos, between freedom and tyranny.  Pharaoh is a tyrant, a ruler who acts without 

concern for checks and balances, one who uses power oppressively and absolutely.  Pharaoh’s policies of 

enslavement, domination, and violence are the forces of chaos, oppression and death.  It is a force that is 

opposed to the flourishing of life, it is anti-creational.  God’s decision to confront Pharaoh represents a decision to 

give the forces of creation a chance again to flourish, bringing them out from underneath the suffocating 

chokehold of pharaonic oppression. 

Can we empathise with those who are oppressed and marginalised? 

Our scriptures tell us that God empathises with those who are poor, oppressed and marginalised and God wants 

them to be liberated.  God also wants the oppressors to repent, to turn to God and let go of their power and 

control so human life can flourish. 

Do we prefer power and control over human life and flourishing? 

Do we bring disaster upon ourselves when we are unwilling to repent and love God and our neighbours (all of our 

neighbours)?   

The rabbis were particularly insightful in naming this reality when commenting on this story they say the ministering 

angels desired to sing a song of praise before God in response to the decisive victory over the Egyptians.   

God, however, said to them: “My handiwork [the Egyptians] are drowning in the sea, and you are reciting a song 

before me?” 

Death and destruction are not the will of God but the outworking’s of sin, of tyranny, of enslavement, domination, 

oppression, of making some fellow humans less than.  

  

       Rev Tammy Hollands 



West Epping Uniting Church  

is a member of an Ecumenical Covenant with the Anglican Parish of Epping,  

the Catholic Parish of Epping and Carlingford, Epping Baptist Church and Epping Uniting Church. 

International Day of Peace 
The 55th session of the General Assembly  

of the United Nations designated  

21 September as  

International Day of Peace. 

You are invited to celebrate this day by joining an 

Interfaith Prayer Service to be held on Monday  

21 September at 2pm via zoom.  

The Occasional address will be given by Dr Sue 

Wareham, President of the Medical Association for 

Prevention of War (Australia), and is a board member in 

Australia of ICAN (the International Campaign to Abolish 

Nuclear Weapons) which was awarded the 2017 Nobel 

Peace Prize.  

Representatives from Aboriginal, Armenian Apostolic, 

Bahai, Brahmakumaris, Buddhist, Catholic, Coptic, Hindu, 

Islamic, Jain, Jewish, Mandaean, Sikh, Sufi, Uniting Church 

and Zoroastrian Communities will offer prayers for peace, 

and there will be time for silent reflection.  There will be 

some musical items. 

There will be opportunity to light a candle for Peace 

during the service. So please keep a candle ready.   

 

 

 
 

For further information contact Rev Dr Manas Ghosh on 

0429 892 548 or email: revmanasghosh@gmail.com or, 

Manas.Ghosh@parramattamission.org.au  

 

Holy God, you hold us close, as precious 

children, even when we don’t feel so special.   

We feel ordinary, insignificant, mundane.   

Every day we just try to get by.  

But you desire so much more for us. 

 

You yearn for us to live life to the fullest.   

You offer us encouragement in the love and the 

care of those around us.   

You speak to us through the Holy Scriptures as 

we listen to your word every day.   

You reach out to us through the love of friends, 

family and the church. 

 

Guide us in our lives to remember that,  

while we may be ordinary,  

while we may struggle each day,  

we are always special and unique in your eyes.   

We are cherished, we are loved.   

We belong to you.  Amen 

From a tiny seed… 

This amazing sweet pea plant 

has grown from the tiny seeds 

given to us all at Easter time. 

John has lovingly watered 

and nurtured his seeds and is 

now enjoying his reward of 

these beautiful flowers. 

Social Gatherings 
 

These social gatherings will be happening during 

September on the following days via zoom. 

You are welcome to join in on any of the days. 

Friday 18 September, 10am 

Tuesday 22 September, 7.30pm 

Wednesday 23 September, 11.30am 

Zoom meeting link 

https://uca-nswact.zoom.us/j/8647492332?

pwd=SldPdDc4YUpXQmVLTlFkVm5DNjd6dz09 

 

Meeting ID: 864 749 2332 

Passcode: 2121 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://uca-nswact.zoom.us/j/99928573628 

Meeting ID: 999 2857 3628 

Free 
There is a quantity of powered chocolate lamington 

dip and coconut let over from the last lamington 

drive.  If you would like some  please contact  

Joan Ross 9873 3713 

Annual Reports 
It’s Annual Report time again! 

All groups and teams are required to email in a report, 

in word format, to the Church Office by 16 October.  

The Annual Report covers the period from 1 July 2019 

to 30 June 2020.  An on-line pro-forma for the reports 

can be obtained from the Church Office. 

mailto:revmanasghosh@gmail.com
mailto:Manas.Ghosh@parramattamission.org.au
https://uca-nswact.zoom.us/j/8647492332?pwd=SldPdDc4YUpXQmVLTlFkVm5DNjd6dz09
https://uca-nswact.zoom.us/j/8647492332?pwd=SldPdDc4YUpXQmVLTlFkVm5DNjd6dz09


Christmas Puddings 

Campbelltown Uniting Church is once again making 

Christmas puddings this year ~ by order only. 

ORDERS NEED TO BE IN BY WEDNESDAY 30 SEPTEMBER. 

Prices are the same as last year: 

300g $10, 500g $15, 1kg $25, 1.5kg $35. 

If you can think that far ahead and would like to order 

please contact me, Carolyn on 9871 2661 or  

carolynbutton22@gmail.com 

Arrangements for collection of puddings will be 

organised later for the usual Sunday in December, 

either delivery by myself or pick up if you are able. 

UNFORTUNATELY LATE ORDERS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED. 

Many thanks 

Carolyn Button 

Sunday 27 Sept 8.00am 10.00am 

Prayers for Others liturgist Phil Chapple 

Reader Mavis Hall Lois Rees 

Lectionary Readings 
Pentecost 17 

 Exodus 17:1-7                 Psalm 78:1-4, 12-16 
 Philippians 2:2-13           Matthew 21:23-32 

West Epping Uniting Church uses information and news provided by its members, adherents and officers for the purposes of 

conducting its pastoral ministry.  In the course of that ministry, material published in this bulletin may reach an audience 

wider than the membership of the congregation. 

Rosters 

Minister 
Rev Tammy Hollands   0409 001 115 
 

 

Office Administrator 
Helen Tattersall     0408 972 957 
 
 

Safe Church Contact Person 
Erica Harrison     0409 044 923 

Church Office  35 Orchard St Epping 2121 p: 9868 3574 

Office Hours    Closed   
      (Helen is working remotely from home) 
Email     weppinguca@gmail.com 
Website    weppinguca.org.au 
Facebook    facebook.com/weppinguniting 
WEUC Bank Account Westpac BSB 032 081  Account 961263 

Prayers  
If you would like to know of some specific names of people 

with particular pastoral needs to pray for, please contact 

Annabelle Avern (member of the Pastoral Care Team) on 

0428 368 870, preferably on weekday evenings. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Special needs prayer 
 

Gracious God, 

We pray for all those needing strength,  

hope and encouragement. 

Reach out to care, to nurture and to protect. 

Dwell in their hearts.  

Dry their tears and take away their fears. 

Be their Healer, Comforter and Provider. 

For you know each one of us by name.  

You know all our needs.   

Touch us with your healing power.  

Renew us in your redeeming love.  

In the name of Jesus we pray. 

Amen. 

Sunday 20 Sept 8.00am 10.00am 

Prayers for Others John Planner Helen Campbell 

Reader Ruth Budge Jan Williams 

Seasons of Creation  Romans 8:18-27…………..Matthew 20:1-16 

It’s just a thought ... 
But it could change your life 

 

Do what you can,  

with what you have,  

where you are. 

Theodore Roosevelt 

Covid funnies 
 

I’m going to stay up on New Year’s Eve this year.  

Not to see the New Year in,  

but to make sure this one leaves. 

Church picnic 

Our next church picnic will be on this Sunday,  

13 September at midday in Boronia Park, Epping.  

We are hoping for a nice sunny day like we had for 

our last picnic and we will be saying farewell to Don 

& Thelma Marshall. 

We ask if everyone can please bring 

all their own food, chairs or rug to sit 

on, and practice social distancing 

on the day.   

Everyone is welcome! 


