
We acknowledge the traditional custodians of the land upon which we gather, the Wallumedegal people of the Eora nation  

and give thanks for their care of the land over many generations. 

Our Vision: 
We are people sent to share the love, 

hope and compassion of Jesus Christ with 

all the world 

Sunday 8 March 2020 
 
 
 

Welcome   환영합니다 

 സ്വാഗതം  欢迎 

Lent 2:  John 3:1-17 
 

 

You may have heard the story of Cornelia Arnolda 

Johanna "Corrie" ten Boom.  Corrie was a Dutch 

watchmaker and later a writer who worked with her father, 

Casper ten Boom, her sister Betsie ten Boom and other 

family members to help many Jews escape the Nazi 

Holocaust during World War II.  The family were devote 

Christians and Casper a devoted reader of the Old 

Testament.   
 

They began their work of helping Jews escape the Nazis  

by helping a neighbouring Jewish family and then a 

Jewish woman who turned up at their door asking for help.  

Casper told her, "In this household, God's people are 

always welcome".  The family then became very active in 

the Dutch underground hiding refugees.  Corrie would get 

forged and illegal papers and helped smuggle people to 

safety as well as hid Jewish people in their own home.  

Corrie and her family chose to do what was right even 

though it meant serious risk to their freedom and life.   
 

The danger was not unfounded and the family were 

caught, and  arrested.  Corrie and her sister Betsie were 

imprisoned in Scheveningen then Herzogenbusch, a 

political concentration camp (also known as Kamp Vught) 

and finally the Ravensbrück concentration camp, a 

women's labour camp in Germany where her sister died 

on 16 December 1944 at the age of 59.  Before she died, 

she told Corrie, "There is no pit so deep that He [God] is 

not deeper still."  Fifteen days later, Corrie was released.  

Afterwards, she was told that her release was because of 

a clerical error and that a week later, all the women in her 

age group were sent to the gas chambers.  Her most 

famous book, The Hiding Place, is an inspirational 

biography that recounts the story of her family's efforts and 

how she found hope while she was imprisoned at the 

concentration camp.  If you have not read it I highly 

recommend it. 

 

Corrie’s and her family are an inspiration to many 

Christians because of their love of neighbour and love of 

God.  They trusted God would be with them which 

strengthened them and gave them hope.   
 

In the Gospel reading Jesus has a conversation with 

Nicodemus.  This is really a dialogue between the two 

communities (in v.11, ‘you’ is plural).  Nicodemus 

represents a synagogue group who are sympathetic to 

Jesus (v.2), but who lack the courage to come out of the 

shadows (Nicodemus comes ‘by night’).  Perhaps their 

standing in the community is more important to them 

than what they see in Jesus.  Perhaps they are afraid 

because synagogue members are being expelled for 

showing signs of loyalty to Jesus.  We don’t know how long 

this group’s interest in Jesus has been developing, but it 

has now reached the point where they must do as their 

father Abram did and make a move.  That means taking 

the risk of deciding openly for Jesus by joining his 

community and being baptized, which would surely end 

their life in the synagogue. 
 

Jesus speaks to Nicodemus, using symbols to persuade 

him to make a move.  What he and his group face is the 

excitement and disruption of ‘birth from above’, that is 

from God or the Spirit.  This ‘birth’ is like ‘the wind’ (‘wind’ 

and ‘spirit’ translate the Hebrew word ruach), who’s 

coming and going, from and to God, make it a sign of 

grace and blessing.  
 

 Are there times when you have needed to make a 

decision to do something that you believed to be 

right and the will of God even though it would mean 

others would be unhappy with you or even cut you off 

completely?  
 

2. Can you think of any personal examples or examples 

of other people who have taken the risk?  
 

      Rev Tammy Hollands 

WEST EPPING UNITING CHURCH 

Prayer Points 
 

On this second Sunday of Lent: 

 Remember nations divided by violence and war, communities split apart by prejudices and differences, and 

families deeply hurt by disloyalty and unfaithfulness.  Pray for reconciliation and a willingness to both forgive and 

face the consequences of one’s actions.  

 Remember the church as it is called to bear witness to the Good News of Jesus Christ throughout the world.  Pray 

that we will be obedient to our calling and committed to others as we follow the One who is the truth and the way.  

 Remember all those with special needs today.  Pray for families and friends grieving the loss of loved ones, pray for 

those who are sick, lonely, overworked, are struggling to meet family responsibilities or are simply struggling to get 

by each day.   

 Remember this West Epping congregation as we continue to look forward and seek God’s guidance in all that we 

do.  Pray for wisdom and willingness to listen to God’s voice and to be guided by God’s spirit.  



MID-WEEK COMMUNION 
Midweek Communion is on Tuesday 17 March at 

10am.  This service is open to all, but is 

particularly for those who find it 

difficult to get to church on 

Sundays.  Morning tea to follow the 

service.  All welcome. 

PRAYER GROUP ~ If you would like prayer for 

yourself or for others please contact Lois Rees, 

Helen Campbell or Annabelle Avern who 

convene a weekly Prayer Group each Thursday in 

the Cottage 12.15-1.00pm.  During this time we 

pray for all members of the West 

Epping Community and for the 

needs of others.  

New members of the Prayer Group 

are always welcome.   

A PRAYER FOR TODAY 
 

O Most gracious God, our heavenly Father, 

In you alone dwells all fullness of light and wisdom: 

Illuminate our minds by the Holy Spirit’ in the true understanding of 

your Word. 

Give us grace that we may receive it with sincere reverence and 

humility. 

May it lead us to put our whole trust in you alone; 

And so to serve and honour you that we may glorify your name, 

And encourage others by the good example of a holy life. 

And because it has pleased you to number us among your people; 

Help us to give you the love and homage that we owe,’ 

As children of the light and as servants to our Lord. 

We ask this for the sake of Master and Saviour.   Amen   

             (John Calvin) 

MYSTERY BUS TRIP ~ Saturday 28 March 

There are 7 seats left!  Have you booked? 

Payment of $50 each now due. 

See Joan Ross 9873 3713 or  

Cathy Prowse 9877 0542 

PRIVACY POLICY:  It is the current policy of the Uniting Church in Australia that permission must be given by an individual 
before his/or her name is put into print in any material published which may reach an audience wider than the 

membership of the congregation. 

PALM SUNDAY WALK 
 

We invite you to join us at the 2020 Palm Sunday Walk for Justice for 

Refugees ~ the Decade for Difference 
 

Palm Sunday connects Uniting’s commitment to justice with the 

Christian celebration of Palm Sunday, and Jesus’ entry into Jerusalem 

on a donkey, a symbol of peace, and an affirmation that the 

redemption of the world would be achieved by the power of love 

and not by the love of power. 
 

Uniting is working alongside a number of other faith groups, service 

providers, and unions to organise the event, and we call on all Uniting 

Church members & Uniting staff to take part and show our 

commitment to the rights and protection of refugees!  It’s critical that 

the Australian government establish a fair process for claiming 

asylum.  No one deserves to be locked up for attempting to seek 

safety. 
 

We encourage you to bring a friend, family, or even better come as 

a group from your church, school or workplace!  We are in it together. 
 

When: Palm Sunday 5 April, 2:00 - 4:00 pm.  
 

Where to go: Belmore Park - next to central station 
 

For more information contact: 

Dee Davidian from the Uniting Advocacy Team 

ddavidian@uniting.org / 0468 584 071 / 02 9407 3230 

or Rev Tammy Hollands 

tammy.hollands@gmail.com / 0409 001 115 

Ecumenical  
Lenten Services  

 

Tuesday evenings at 7.45pm  
during Lent 

 
 

Tuesday 10 March:  OLHC Catholic Church Epping  

 Speaker:  Rev Paul Weaver 
 

Tuesday 17 March:  St Alban’s Anglican Church Epping 

 Speaker:  Rev Howard Bennett 
 

Tuesday 24 March:  Epping Baptist Church 

 Speaker:  Rev Tammy Hollands 
 

Tuesday 31 March:  West Epping Uniting Church 

 Speaker: Rev Greg Woolnough 

INTER-CHURCH MEN’S FELLOWSHIP  

Monday 9 March at 6.30pm.  The Speaker will be 

Terry Oliver.  His topic will be ‘Aegean Odyssey’  

A travelogue which includes The Aegean Sea, 

Croatia, Greece and Corinth.  
 

Dinner bookings to: Bruce Elliott 0438 180 342 

or, John Planner john@introspec.com.au. 

CSI WORSHIP SERVICE ~ Sunday 15 March 

This will be an English spoken service, at 5.30pm. 

Rev Tammy Hollands will be preaching and 

presiding over communion. 

All are welcome. 

LAMINGTON DRIVE ~ Thursday 23 April 

Plain or cream filled lamingtons $13 dozen. 

Order forms are available in the foyer. 

Enquiries: Joan Ross 9873 3713 

FRIDAY DISCOVERY ~ Friday 20 March 

Join us for morning tea at 10am followed by our 

guest speaker Mr John Lewis with the Story of the 

Changi Quilts.  All Welcome. 

Enquiries: Joan Ross 9873 3713 

OFFERING ENVELOPES ~ Sets of Offering 

Envelopes are now available for those who 

would like to use them. 

Please see Morris Ross (Treasurer)  



WEUC is committed to protecting children, young people and vulnerable adults from harm and abuse. 

John 3:1-17 
 

Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. He 

came to Jesus by night and said to him, ‘Rabbi, we know that you are a 

teacher who has come from God; for no one can do these signs that you do 

apart from the presence of God.’ Jesus answered him, ‘Very truly, I tell you, no 

one can see the kingdom of God without being born from above.’ 

Nicodemus said to him, ‘How can anyone be born after having grown old? 

Can one enter a second time into the mother’s womb and be born?’ Jesus 

answered, ‘Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without 

being born of water and Spirit. What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is 

born of the Spirit is spirit. Do not be astonished that I said to you, “You must be 

born from above.” The wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound 

of it, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with 

everyone who is born of the Spirit.’ Nicodemus said to him, ‘How can these 

things be?’ Jesus answered him, ‘Are you a teacher of Israel, and yet you do 

not understand these things? 
 

‘Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have 

seen; yet you do not receive our testimony. If I have told you about earthly 

things and you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you about 

heavenly things? No one has ascended into heaven except the one who 

descended from heaven, the Son of Man. And just as Moses lifted up the 

serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever 

believes in him may have eternal life. 
 

‘For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who 

believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. 
 

‘Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but 

in order that the world might be saved through him. 

STAFF LEAVE: 

 

➢ Rev Tammy Hollands will be taking study leave next week and will be in 

Melbourne Wednesday, Thursday and Friday.  

Tammy will be leaving for Melbourne Tuesday afternoon/evening and 

will not be responding to phone calls or emails (unless an emergency) 

until Saturday at the earliest and probably not until the following week.  

Tammy will respond as soon as she is able for emergencies. 
 

➢ Helen Tattersall (office administrator) will be taking leave from Monday 

16 March until Monday 30 March. 

Help Nicodemus find his way to Jesus?  



Minister 
Rev Tammy Hollands   0409 001 115 
 

 

Office Administrator 
Helen Tattersall     9868 3574 
 
 

Safe Church Contact Person 
Erica Harrison     0409 044 923 

Church Office  35 Orchard St Epping 2121 p: 9868 3574 

Office Hours    Monday to Thursday 8.30am—3.00pm 
      Friday 8.30am—12.30pm 
Email     weppinguca@gmail.com 
Website    weppinguca.org.au 
Facebook    facebook.com/weppinguniting 
WEUC Bank Account Westpac BSB 032 081  Account 961263 

What’s on next week! 

West Epping Uniting Church uses information and news 

provided by its members, adherents and officers for the 

purposes of conducting its pastoral ministry.  In the 

course of that ministry, material published in this bulletin 

may reach an audience wider than the membership of 

the congregation. 

 Monday 9 March ~ Inter-church Men’s fellowship 

 Sunday 15 March ~ CSI Service in English, 5.30pm 
Preaching Rev Tammy Hollands. 

 Tuesday 17 March ~ Mid-week communion, 10am 

 Tuesday 17 March ~ Ladies Fellowship, 7.45pm 

 Friday 20 March ~ Friday Discovery, 10am 

 Saturday 28 March ~ Mystery Bus Trip 

 Tuesday 31 March ~ Ecumenical Lenten Service, 
7.45pm 

 Sunday 5 April ~ Palm Sunday walk for Justice 

 Thursday 9 April ~ Maundy Thursday Service, 
7.30pm 

 Friday 10 April ~ Good Friday Service, 9am 

 Sunday 12 April ~ Easter Sunday, 8am & 10am 

 Thursday 23 April ~ Lamington Drive 

 Saturday 2 May ~ Special Afternoon tea - watch this 
space!  

Diary Dates 

PRAYERS  
If you would like to know of some specific names of 

people with particular pastoral needs to pray for, please 

contact Annabelle Avern (member of the Pastoral Care 

Team) on 0428 368 870, preferably on weekday 

evenings. 

Serving next Sunday 15 March 

Monday 9 March 
10.00am 
6.30pm 
7.45pm 

English Conversation Classes 
Men’s Dinner 
Speaker Barbara McLean 

Tuesday 10 March 9.30am Men’s Shed at Arrunga 

Wednesday 11 March 
9.30am 
9.45am 
7.30pm 

Men’s Shed at Arrunga 
mainly music 
Aspergers Support Group 

Thursday 12 March 
9.30am 
9.30am 
12.15pm 

Men’s Shed at Arrunga 
Playgroup 
Prayer group 

Sunday 15 March 
Lent 3 

8.00am 
10.00am 
5.30pm 

 

Worship  
Worship : JAM for children 
CSI Service in English 
Preaching Rev Tammy Hollands 

It’s just a thought…. 
  ….But it could change your life 

 

Between saying and doing, 

Many a pair of shoes 

Is worn out. 

Italian Proverb 

West Epping Uniting Church  
is a member of an Ecumenical Covenant 

with the Anglican Parish of Epping,  

the Catholic Parish of Epping and 

Carlingford, Epping Baptist Church and 

Epping Uniting Church. 

 8.00am 10.00am 

Welcomers 
Jan Watson 
Anne Jeffery 

Jennifer West  
Helen Elvery 

Stewards 
Doug Blunden 
Alan Herron 

Ian West 
Bruce Elliott 

Ministers Assistant Annabelle Avern Lois Rees 

Reader Helen Aiton Ian West 

Prayer Ministry Betty Taylor Pete McAndrew 

Prayers for Others Tammy Helen Campbell 

Sound/Computer Marnie Kilby Phil Chapple 

Flowers not required during Lent 

Lectionary Readings 
Lent 3 

    Exodus 17:1-7                Psalm 95 
    Romans 5:1-11              John 4:5-42 


