
Our Vision: 

We are people sent to share the love, 

hope and compassion of Jesus Christ with 

all the world 

Sunday 14 July 2019 
 
 
 

Welcome   환영합니다 

 സ്വാഗതം  欢迎 

The Parable of the Compassionate 
Samaritan (summary)   Luke10:25-37 
William Loader 
 

The issue [in this text] is fundamental: how do we inherit 

eternal life? ‘Inherit’ assumes inheritance, promise. … 

‘Eternal life’: focus is quality rather than quantity. It is 

sharing in God’s life. … 
 

Jesus affirms that to love God and to love one’s neighbour 

is indeed the correct answer. ‘Do this,’ he declares, ‘and 

you shall live’ (10:28). These words find their echo at the 

end of our passage in 10:37, ‘Go and do likewise.’ Doing 

this commandment is the way to eternal life. 
 

Jesus is talking about loving God and neighbour - actually 

doing it.  
 

This raises a larger issue. What is the relation between the 

two commandments? [For some] Christians, there is a real 

tension between the two. ‘I want to care, but my prior 

loyalty must be to uphold what I believe.’ Or at worst: my 

devotion to Christ leads me to behaviour that is 

destructive for others. People devoutly committed to a 

god are often a cause of much evil in the world.  
 

To resolve the dichotomy by explaining that I love my 

neighbour as part of loving God because God 

commands it is an unstable solution. It makes love for 

neighbour secondary and invites the possibility that when I 

love my neighbour I am not really doing so; I am really 

loving God.  
 

The pieces come together differently when we think 

differently about God. If God is to be thought of as the 

projection of those human value systems which see power 

and control as primary, … , then the problem is already in 

our theology, because such values are in conflict with 

love for neighbour. Unfortunately, the language of worship 

too often reflects such values, despite our efforts to 

explain that the language of kingship and court 

deference is metaphorical.  
 

Where … theology has an image of God whose being is 

loving and whose life is the creative and redeeming out 

pouring of such love, then loving one’s neighbour is not a 

secondary obligation ‘which the king requires’, but an 

invitation to participate in the life and being of God. 
 

Jesus tells the famous parable about the Samaritan. It is 

profoundly theological [as] outlined above. The priest and 

Levite appear as those for whom the two commandments 

are so far apart that the first blocks the second 

commandment. This would be so if purity concerns were 

their motivation for neglect. It would be so in a different 

sense if they were just apathetic. Jesus’ story reflects 

criticism of the theological stance of the temple 

functionaries. Today we might want to ask about the 

system. We know how structures can so exhaust people 

that they end up failing at the most basic level of what 

was the original inspiration of the system. Jesus is also 

being typically subversive in having a despised Samaritan 

play the God role. 
 

Luke takes up this subversive piece of theology in order to 

deal with the lawyer’s question: ‘Who is my neighbour?’ Are 

there limits? … Might it also include undesirables, 

Samaritans, Gentiles? Does it include women, people with 

disabilities, lepers and others frequently excluded? 

Ultimately it is a theological question: whom does God 

love? Luke has Jesus tell the parable and then neatly 

reverse the question: Who proved to be neighbour to the 

man who was beaten up (10:36)? This does two things: it 

makes us realise that in human community every human 

person is a neighbour and potentially a caring human 

being; and it breaks down the hierarchy of helper and 

helped. 
 

But what about the bandits? Societies where there is 

oppression produce bandits. Societies which seek to bring 

dignity to all are less likely to produce bandits. The 

message of the kingdom was about a transformed 

society, but also about one that was liberated from 

structures which oppressed. This individual encounter 

belongs in that public arena if it is not to be trivialised into 

an exhortation to care just for individuals. … no aspect of 

reality is to be ignored; in all of life, in individuals, in 

community, in structure and organisation (not least, 

religious organisation), in creation God is God and God is 

love and God invites us to participate in and become 

God’s action in the world. 

WEST EPPING UNITING CHURCH 

A Prayer for Today 
 

Loving God who sees, you know us when we are lost in the crowd, when we are out of step with the pace of 

life around us, when we feel rejected and alone.  
 

God who hears, you listen to us when we don’t even know what we are saying, when words fall apart and all 

that escapes our mouths is silence.  
 

God who is, we feel your touch in the breeze on our skin, your presence in the arms that 

embrace us, your life in the heart that beats inside us.  
 

You are present.  You are here.  You are now.  Help us to know this, now and always.    
 

Amen 



PRAYER POINTS  
 

 God of love, we thank you for the beauty and the 

magnificence of your creation.  We pray we will be good 

stewards of all that you have entrusted to us. 

 God of grace, we thank you for the gift of life and the joy of 

family and friends.  We pray we will cherish and value 

everything you have so freely given us. 

 God of mercy, we thank you the world in which we live, for all 

its diversity and for people in every place who are created in 

your image.  We pray we will love others as you love us. 

 God of justice, we thank you for the abundance and the 

safety of the nation in which we live.  We pray for our leaders, 

particularly those in Canberra as we face challenging times. 

 God of peace, we thank you that you reach out to each 

one of us in love to heal, reconcile and restore.  We pray for 

people living in situations of violence and war, for those 

persecuted and those targeted by the terror tactics of 

people who only know how to hate. 

 God of compassion, we thank you that you are always there 

for us in sickness and in health, in disaster and in the good 

things of life.  We pray for people with special needs today. 

We acknowledge the traditional custodians of the land upon which 
we gather, the Wallumedegal people of the Eora nation  

and give thanks for their care of the land over many generations. 

PRAYER GROUP ~ If you would like prayer for 

yourself or for others please contact Lois Rees, 

Helen Campbell or Annabelle Avern who 

convene a weekly Prayer Group each Thursday in 

the Cottage 12.15-1.00pm.  During this time we 

pray for all members of the West 

Epping Community and for the 

needs of others.  

New members of the Prayer Group 

are always welcome.   

WOMBAT WALKERS ~ Saturday 20 July 

Riverwood to Narwee.  We meet at Epping 

Station in time to catch the train leaving at 

9:10am to Central, then to Riverwood Station.  

Our walk will take us to Salt Pan Creek, then by 

pathways and boardwalks through mangroves 

and parklands to Narwee Station.  The walk is 

quite easy, with distance about 6km on mostly 

flat terrain with just a few small hills.   

Please join us for a pleasant day out.  

Enquiries: Bruce Elliott 9869 7633 

THURSDAY CRAFT GROUP 

Please come and join us and bring your knitting, 

crochet or whatever craft you fancy.  Or, please 

simply come and enjoy a cuppa and a chat, 

Thursdays between 10 00am and 12 noon. 

Enquiries: Helen Campbell 9746 2442  

MYSTERY COACH TOUR ~ Saturday 28 Sept 

Book your seat now!   

For bookings see:  

Joan Ross 9873 3713 or  

Cathy Prowse 9877 0542 

MID-WEEK COMMUNION 
Midweek Communion is on Tuesday 16 July at 

10am.   

Come along and join in the singing of your 

favourite hymns before communion.   

This service is open to all, but is particularly for 

those who find it difficult to get to 

church on Sundays.   

Morning tea to follow the service.   

Everyone is welcome! 

FRIDAY DISCOVERY ~ Friday 19 July, 10am 

Come and hear Lois & Ian Best tell of their trip, 

and show pictures, along the Canning Stock 

Route and the Simpson Desert. 

Enquiries: Joan Ross 9873 3713 

CHURCH DIRECTORY 
 

An updated directory will be out 

soon! 

If you have changed your email, 

address or any phone numbers, 

please let Helen in the office know 

this week! 
 

P: 9868 3574 | weppinguca@gmail.com 

WE Care 
 

Members of our church are trained and ready to help anyone 

needing a lift to a medical appointment, assistance with 

shopping or other general help.  If you need some assistance, 

you can ring Erica on 0409 044 923 or 

phone the church office.   

Please don’t hesitate to call on us.  

LADIES FELLOWSHIP ~ Tuesday 16 July 

This little piggy went to market, 
This little piggy came home. 
This little piggy had roast beef, 
This little piggy had none! 
If you would like to know more please 

join us at our meeting at 7.45pm when all will be 

revealed.... 

All ladies welcome. 

Enquiries: Lyn MacGregor 9871 5701 



WEUC is committed to protecting children, young people and vulnerable adults from harm and abuse. 

Luke 10: 25-37   
(Inclusive text) 
 

There was a lawyer who, to disconcert Jesus, stood up and said, 

'Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?' 

   Jesus said, 

'What is written in the Law? What do you read there?' 

   The lawyer replied, 

'You must love your God with all your heart, 

with all your soul, with all your strength,  

and with all your mind, and your neighbour as yourself.' 

'You have answered right,' said Jesus. 'Do this and life is yours.' 

   But the lawyer was anxious to be justified and said to Jesus, 

‘And who is my neighbour?' 

   Jesus replied, 

   A man was once on his way down from Jerusalem to Jericho 

and fell into the hands of brigands; 

they took all he had, beat him and then made off, leaving him half dead. 

   Now a priest happened to be travelling down the same road, 

but when the priest saw the man, 

he passed by on the other side. 

   In the same way a Levite who came to the place saw him, 

and passed by on the other side. 

   But a Samaritan traveller who came upon him 

was moved with compassion when he saw him, 

went up and bandaged his wounds, 

pouring oil and wine on them. 

   The Samaritan then lifted him on to his own mount, 

carried him to the inn and looked after him. 

   Next day, the Samaritan took out two denarii 

and handed them to the innkeeper saying: 

"Look after him and on my way back I will make good 

any extra expense you have." 

   Jesus asked: ‘Which of these three, do you think, proved to be a 

neighbour to the one 

who fell into the brigands' hands?'  

   'The one who showed compassion,' the lawyer replied. 

   Jesus replied, 'Go and do the same yourself.' 

 

Chester Street Theatre :  The Real Inspector Hound 
 

Welcome to the theatre where no one is true, no one is false, no truth is true, 

and no truth is false. Two critics Birdboot and Moon come to watch a 

ludicrous whodunnit play set in an old country home. By chance, the Critics 

become involved in the action setting off a series of events that parallel the 

play they are watching. It takes quite a while before anyone notices the 

corpse under the couch. Roar with laughter as red herrings, dramatic 

deaths, romantic intrigues, and stereotypical characters unfurl in Tom 

Stoppard’s classic multifaceted delight.  
 

 

Wednesday 17 July at 8.00pm 
 

Tickets $20 each 
 

(proceeds from the tickets go to West Epping Uniting 

Church) 
 

See Jennifer West for tickets : 9873 2753 



Ministers 
Rev Vladimir Korotkov    0431 759 573 
Rev Samata Elia (Pastoral Care) 0488 230 238 
 
 

Office Administrator 
Helen Tattersall     9868 3574 
 

Safe Church Contact Person 
Erica Harrison     9873 3989 

Church Office  35 Orchard St Epping 2121 p: 9868 3574 

Office Hours    Monday to Thursday 8.30am—3.00pm 
      Friday 8.30am—12.30pm 
Email     weppinguca@gmail.com 
Website    weppinguca.org.au 
Facebook    facebook.com/weppinguniting 
WEUC Bank Account Westpac BSB 032 081 Account 961263 

What’s on next week! 

West Epping Uniting Church uses information and news 

provided by its members, adherents and officers for the 

purposes of conducting its pastoral ministry.  In the 

course of that ministry, material published in this bulletin 

may reach an audience wider than the membership of 

the congregation. 

 Tuesday 16 July ~ Mid-week Communion, 10am 

 Sunday 21 July ~ CSI Service in English, 5.30pm 

 Monday 12 August ~ Inter-church Men’s Fellowship 

 Sunday 18 August ~ CSI Service in English, 5.30pm 

 Tuesday 20 August ~ Mid-week communion, 10am 

 Friday 23 August ~ Daffodil Day Service, 10am 

 Monday 9 September ~ Inter-church Men’s 
Fellowship 

 Friday 13 September ~ West Epping Women’s craft 
night 

 Tuesday 17 September ~ Mid-Week Communion, 
10am 

 Saturday 28 September ~ Mystery Coach Tour 

Diary Dates 

PRAYERS  
If you would like to know of some specific 

names of people with particular pastoral 

needs to pray for, please contact 

Annabelle Avern (member of the Pastoral Care Team) 

on 0428 368 870, preferably on weekday evenings. 

Alternately, you are welcome to come along to the 

Prayer Group that meets on Thursdays at 12:15pm.  

Serving next Sunday 21 July 

Tuesday 16 July 
9.30am 
10.00am 
7.45pm 

Men’s Shed at Arrunga 
Mid-week Communion 
Ladies Fellowship 

Wednesday  
17 July 

9.30am Men’s Shed at Arrunga 

Thursday 18 July 
9.30am 
10.00am 
12.15pm 

Men’s Shed at Arrunga 
Thursday Craft 
Prayer Group 

Friday 19 July 10.00am Friday Discovery 

Saturday 20 July  Wombat Walkers 

Sunday 21 July 
8.00am 
10.00am 
5.30pm 

Worship  
Worship : JAM for children 
CSI Service Worship in English 

It’s just a thought…. 
  ….But it could change your life 

 

The future belongs to people 

who see possibilities 

before they become obvious.  

Ted Levitt 

West Epping Uniting Church  
is a member of an Ecumenical Covenant 

with the Anglican Parish of Epping,  

the Catholic Parish of Epping and 

Carlingford, Epping Baptist Church and 

Epping Uniting Church. 

 8.00am 10.00am 

Welcomers 
Vernon & Cathy 

Prowse 
Elva Harris 

Helen Elvery 

Stewards 
Doug Blunden 
Alan Herron 

Wes Gibbons 
Bruce Elliott 

Ministers Assistant Mavis Hall Peter Brown 

Reader Carolyn Button Cheryl Lee 

Prayer Ministry John Planner Sue Elliott 

Prayers for Others John Planner Pete McAndrew 

Sound/Computer Soraya Raju Phil Chapple 

Flowers Carolyn Button 


