
A Prayer for Today 
 

Thank you, God, for West Epping Uniting 

Church, for the Uniting Church in Australia, 

and for the worldwide Church.  Thank you 

for ministers and leaders.  Thank you for 

gifts and graces.  Great is Your 

faithfulness; morning by 

morning, new mercies we 

see.  Amen 

Our Vision: 

We are people sent to share the love, 

hope and compassion of Jesus Christ with 

all the world 

Sunday 19 May 2019 
 
 
 

Welcome   환영합니다 

 സ്വാഗതം  欢迎 
Ki ora   Malo ē lelei  

Love is not a feeling but commitment! 

 

In an interview of actor and entertainer John Travolta in the 

Parade Magazine (22 Oct 1995), John talks about the 

importance of love.  ’I love people and I have compassion 

and empathy for them, and I am alive to a degree that I do 

that.  But loosing people is tough because I don’t want to 

loose them.  For a long time I decided not to give my heart 

again, but I decided that I couldn’t live that way anymore.’   

 

Travolta has learned something extremely important about 

the nature of life and love, that you can’t have the former 

without the later.  He also discovered that love is a decision.  

He said of life without love and commitment:  ’I decided 

that I couldn’t love that way anymore.’  He decided to love 

and to be loved, which means that he found that love 

assumes the form of decision and not just a feeling.   
 

The actor came to the truth that love remains the underlying 

imperative of life.  Travolta concludes this interview with the 

observation about the inherent risk we expose ourselves to 

when we decide to love others.  ‘I have lost many people 

that I love but I guess that I have leaned that when it comes 

to loving people you don’t really have a choice.’ 
 

 

Jesus knew the risk he was taking in his decision to love the 

world; it would lead to betrayal, disappointment and death.  

As the cross loomed ever closer, he knew that he must soon 

leave those he loved most on this earth.  ’Where I am going, 

you cannot come,’ he told them.   
 

Being bodily separated from his disciples, even for a 

relatively short time, must have been extremely painful to 

him, but it was the price that love demanded.  All of these 

observations militate against the common connections 

about the nature of love, that love is easy, automatic and 

natural.  Love, particularly the kind of love that God 

demonstrates in Jesus, remains the most difficult thing we 

are called to do, but it is the only thing that makes life 

existence meaningful.  
 

          Rev Samata Elia 

WEST EPPING UNITING CHURCH 

PRAYER POINTS  
 

 Give thanks for the ongoing story of West Epping 

Uniting Church:  for its past, its present and its 

future. 

 Give thanks and pray for Minsters of the Word, 

particularly for Rev Vladimir Korotkov and Rev 

Samata Elia. 

 We pray for those impacted by natural disasters 

and those affected by war and violence. 

 We pray for those who are poor and do not 

have access to basic needs. 

 Pray for all governments, particularly those who 

have been newly elected to represent us in 

Canberra that they may lead us with honesty 

and integrity. 

 Pray for the continuing work of the JNC as they 

seek a new minister: continue to pray for 

wisdom, courage and hope in their 

discernment. 

 Pray for all those who have special needs 

today, those who are sick, recovering from 

surgery, are lonely, grieving or are sad. 
 

Gracious God, be with your people today that they 

may know your mercy and grace.  In Jesus’ name, 

Amen. 

We acknowledge the traditional custodians of the land upon which 
we gather, the Wallumedegal people of the Eora nation and give 

thanks for their care of the land over many generations. 



MID-WEEK COMMUNION 
Midweek Communion is on Tuesday  

21 May at 10am.  This service is open 

to all, but is particularly for those who 

find it difficult to get to church on 

Sundays.  Morning tea to follow the service.   

All welcome. 

PRAYER GROUP ~ If you would like prayer for 

yourself or for others please contact Lois Rees, 

Helen Campbell or Annabelle Avern who 

convene a weekly Prayer Group each Thursday in 

the Cottage 12.15-1.00pm.  During this time we 

pray for all members of the West 

Epping Community and for the 

needs of others.  

New members of the Prayer Group 

are always welcome.   

SPEED LISTENING! 

Interested in learning more. 

Join us at Ladies Fellowship on Tuesday 21 May 

at 7.45pm.  All ladies welcome to come and 

enjoy a 'night with a difference'! 

Enquiries: Lyn MacGregor 9871 5701 

Fellowship Meals 
 

The Welcome and Hospitality Team have organised a number of 

get-togethers for the months of May and June.  These social 

events are called ‘Fellowship Meals’ where we meet in people's 

homes for lunch or dinner, afternoon tea or a dessert and coffee 

evening.  It will be a time to get to know each other and 

fellowship together during a meal.   
 

Rev Vladimir will attend all of these Fellowship Meals so that we 

can get to know him better. 
 

To join one of these Fellowship Meals: 

➢ Check the notice board in the foyer. 

(there are a variety of times and dates) and 

➢ Add your name to the day and time that best suits you. 
 

Guests – please ring the host to confirm your attendance. 
 

Thank you to those who have generously offered their homes. 
 

  Welcome and Hospitality Team  

GUESS WHO'S COMING TO DINNER! 

Date for your diary ~ Tuesday 18 June 

Men and ladies are invited to the Annual Ladies 

Fellowship Dinner. 

  Watch this space! 

COMBINED CHURCH’S SOCIAL JUSTICE GROUP 
 

We look forward to seeing you at the next 

gathering of the Combined Uniting Church’s 

Social Justice Group on Sunday 2 June at 2pm, 

in the Cottage.  We will be listening to Jon O’Brien 

from the Uniting Social Justice Forum, letting us 

know about what they do, and what resources 

and advice they can give us.  This will be a most 

informative meeting, and we welcome anyone 

who would like to come. 

Enquiries: Lois Rees 9876 1743 

 

 

 

➢ Many thanks to my church family at West Epping for the many 

cards, phone calls & visits I received after my accident.  Your 

concern for me was over whelming.  I feel truly blessed to 

have your love. 

   Lila Atkins 

 

➢ Thank you to the Ladies Fellowship for providing Rosemary for 

our Anzac Day remembrance and white Chrysanthemums in 

honour of all our mothers. 

ECUMENICAL PENTECOST SERVICE 
 

Tuesday 4 June, 7.45pm 
 

West Epping Uniting Church 
 

Preaching: 

Bishop Ross Nicholson 
 

All Welcome!    

Next Sunday 26 May is Reconciliation Sunday 
 

Next week is a significant one as we recognise the indigenous 

people of this nation.  On 26th May 1997 a report, Bringing Them 

Home, was tabled in the Federal Parliament.  This report was a 

response to an inquiry set up concerning Aboriginal and Islander 

children who were taken from their families.  The inquiry was 

primarily conducted by Sir Ronald Wilson a former High Court 

Judge (1979–1989), Moderator of the Synod of WA (1977–1979) 

and President of the Uniting Church (1988–1991).  
 

Commencing next Sunday, National Reconciliation Week will take 

place.  This is a recognition of the 1967 Referendum when 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders were finally recognised as 

Australian citizens.  The week concludes on Monday 3rd June, the 

day High Court made a ruling recognising the existence of native 

title in Australia.  This day is known as Mabo Day after Eddie Mabo 

who took the case to Canberra.    
 

We recognise the traditional custodians of the land upon which 

we worship today, we give thanks to God for their care of the land 

over many generations and we pay our respects to their elders 

past and present.  

 
 

 

 

To Alan and Valma Swales who recently 

celebrated 60 years of marriage. 



WEUC is committed to protecting children, young people and vulnerable adults from harm and abuse. 

John 10:22-30 
 

At that time the festival of the Dedication took place in Jerusalem.  It 

was winter, and Jesus was walking in the temple, in the portico of 

Solomon.  So the Jews gathered around him and said to him, ‘How long 

will you keep us in suspense?  If you are the Messiah, tell us plainly.’  

Jesus answered, ‘I have told you, and you do not believe.  The works 

that I do in my Father’s name testify to me; but you do not believe, 

because you do not belong to my sheep.  My sheep hear my voice.  I 

know them, and they follow me.  I give them eternal life, and they will 

never perish.  No one will snatch them out of my hand.  What my Father 

has given me is greater than all else, and no one can snatch it out of 

the Father’s hand.  The Father and I are one.’  

 

John 13:31-35 
 

When he had gone out, Jesus said, ‘Now the  

Son of Man has been glorified, and God has 

been glorified in him.  If God has been glorified 

in him, God will also glorify him in himself and 

will glorify him at once.  Little children, I am with 

you only a little longer.  You will look for me; and 

as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, “Where 

I am going, you cannot come.”  I give you a new commandment, that 

you love one another.  Just as I have loved you, you also should love 

one another.  By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you 

have love for one another.’  

CASUAL HELPERS NEEDED FOR PLAYGROUP 
 

It would be of enormous help if 

there were people we could call 

on to help with Playgroup of a 

Thursday morning – 9am to 12 

noon, during the school term.  At 

the moment we have three great 

helpers who are busy people but still come when 

they can.  To help spread the load is there anyone 

else who could volunteer?  Hopefully, we would only 

need to call on you once a month or less.  The task 

is to organise the tea/coffee, cut up fruit and 

prepare cheese and fruit platters to serve our 

guests.  And then, of course, there is the washing up 

afterwards!  
 

Please talk to Rosemary Davies or Lois Rees  

 



Sunday Morning Worship  
8am and 10am 

Ministers 
Rev Vladimir Korotkov    0431 759 573 
Rev Samata Elia (Pastoral Care) 0488 230 238 
 
 

Office Administrator 
Helen Tattersall     9868 3574 
 

Safe Church Contact Person 
Erica Harrison     9873 3989 

Church Office  35 Orchard St Epping 2121 p: 9868 3574 

Office Hours    Monday to Thursday 8.30am—3.00pm 
      Friday 8.30am—12.30pm 
Email     weppinguca@gmail.com 
Website    weppinguca.org.au 
Facebook    facebook.com/weppinguniting 
WEUC Bank Account Westpac BSB 032 081 Account 961263 

What’s on next week! 

West Epping Uniting Church uses information and news 

provided by its members, adherents and officers for the 

purposes of conducting its pastoral ministry.  In the 

course of that ministry, material published in this bulletin 

may reach an audience wider than the membership of 

the congregation. 

 Tuesday 21 May ~ Mid-week Communion, 10am 

 Sunday 26 May ~ Reconciliation Sunday 

 Monday 3 June ~ Inter-church Men’s Fellowship, 
6.30pm 

 Tuesday 4 June ~ Ecumenical Pentecost Service, 
7.45pm, West Epping Uniting Church 

 Sunday 9 June ~ Pentecost 

 Sunday 16 June ~ Trinity Sunday 

 Tuesday 18 June ~ Mid-week Communion, 10am 

Diary Dates 

PRAYERS  
If you would like to know of some specific 

names of people with particular pastoral 

needs to pray for, please contact 

Annabelle Avern (member of the Pastoral Care Team) 

on 0428 368 870, preferably on weekday evenings. 

Alternately, you are welcome to come along to the 

Prayer Group that meets on Thursdays at 12:15pm.  

Serving next Sunday 26 May 

Monday 20 May 10.00am English Conversation Classes 

Tuesday 21 May 
9.30am 
10.00am 
7.45pm 

Men’s Shed at Arrunga 
Mid-week Communion 
Ladies Fellowship 

Wednesday 22 May 
9.30am 
9.45am 

Men’s Shed at Arrunga 
mainly music 

Thursday 23 May 

9.30am 
9.30am 
10.00am 
12.15pm 

Men’s Shed at Arrunga 
Playgroup 
Thursday Craft 
Prayer Group 

Sunday 26 May 
Reconciliation 
Sunday  

8.00am 
10.00am 
5.30pm 

Worship : 
Worship :~ JAM for children 
CSI Service 

It’s just a thought…. 
  ….But it could change your life 

 

You’ve got to get up every morning 

With determination if you’re going 

To go to bed with satisfaction 

George Horace Lorimer 

West Epping Uniting Church  
is a member of an Ecumenical Covenant 

with the Anglican Parish of Epping,  

the Catholic Parish of Epping and 

Carlingford, Epping Baptist Church and 

Epping Uniting Church. 

 8.00am 10.00am 

Welcomers 
Jan Dunstan 

Yvonne Roden 
Jean Chapple 
Jan Williams 

Stewards 
David MacGregor 

Carolyn Button 
Helen Davey 
Wes Gibbons 

Ministers Assistant Mavis Hall Lois Rees 

Reader Alison Anderson Ian West 

Prayer Ministry Betty Taylor Sue Elliott 

Prayers for Others Vladimir Vladimir 

Sound/Computer Jan Venn-Brown Desy Chapple 

Flowers Marnie Kilby 


