
 

A Prayer for Today 
 

O God, early in the morning I cry to you.  Help me 

to pray and to concentrate my thoughts on you;  

I can’t do this alone. 
 

In me there’s darkness, but with you there’s light;  

I’m lonely, but you don’t leave me; 
 

I’m feeble in heart, but with you there’s help;  

I’m restless, but with you there’s peace.  In me 

there’s bitterness, but with you there’s patience; I 

don’t understand your ways, but you know the way 

for me. 
 

O Heavenly Father, I praise and thank you for rest in 

the night; I praise and thank you for this new day;  

I praise and thank you for all your goodness and 

faithfulness throughout my life. 
 

You have granted me many blessings; now let me 

also accept what’s hard from your hand.  You will 

lay on me no more than I can bear.  You make all 

things work together for good for your children. 
 

Lord Jesus Christ, you were poor and in distress,  

a captive and forsaken as I am. 
 

You know all our troubles; you abide with me when 

all others fail me; you remember and seek me;  

It’s your will that I should know you and turn to you.  

Lord, I hear your call and follow; help me. 
 

O Holy Spirit, give me faith that will protect me from 

despair, from passions, and from vice; give me 

such love for God and others as will blot out all 

hatred and bitterness; give me the hope that will 

deliver me from fear and faint-heartedness. 
 

Amen 
 

   Dietrich Bonhoeffer 
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Welcome   환영합니다 

 സ്വാഗതം  欢迎 
Ki ora   Malo ē lelei  

IN 2019? 
 

Weather forecasters tell us 2019 is shaping up to be the hottest 

and perhaps the driest year on record.  That’s a worry, a real 

worry. 
 

This year is a critical one.  The British are embroiled with Brexit 

while the United States is dealing with an impasse concerning 

the border wall and the issue of immigration.  The Middle East 

remains a cauldron while the largest humanitarian crisis in the 

world takes place in Yemen where 22 million people face 

ongoing war, hunger and disease.  More than 85,000 children 

have already died in the conflict. 
 

Here in NSW we will be going to the polls twice this year with a 

state election and a federal election.  Campaigning has 

already begun with one major party promising to “deliver our 

plan” while the other is calling for “a fair go for Australia”.  
 

Minor parties want to “bring back Australian values” while others 

advocate for “a sustainable Australia” and “a future for us all”. 

Other fringe parties promise to “make Australia great”, “restore 

nationhood and wealth for Australians” or be “a common-

sense fair alternative”. 
 

It can be hard to make sense of all this.  As Christians we live in 

the world and we are called to be responsible, compassionate 

citizens.  Some religious groups choose to opt out by creating 

protective walls around them.  But Jesus is clear.  We are to go 

into the world and we are to bear witness to God’s love, mercy, 

justice and peace.  
 

In other words, as Christians we are to engage fully in the world. 

We are to participate in the political process.  We should 

demonstrate concern for injustice.  We should act to do 

something about those things that scar the environment, 

disfigure human life and impede the potential of others.  
 

A cartoon I have not forgotten shows a person struggling for life 

in the water.  On the dock a pious observer runs to help.  He 

takes out a big black Bible and throws it to the fellow who is 

drowning.  “Here”, he says, “this will save you”.      
 

The Christian faith offers salvation to all people.  Indeed, Jesus 

is “Saviour” – the one who comes to “rescue”.  But this doesn’t 

happen in a vacuum.  This is not just a formula or a simple 

creed that has to be learnt and believed.  
 

Being a Christian means living and acting in the world.  It 

means bearing witness to God’s love, mercy, justice and 

peace.  Its means being Christ to others. 
 

In 2019 what does this mean for you?         

            Rev. John Barr 

WEST EPPING UNITING CHURCH 

Sunday Morning Worship 27 January 9am 



PRAYER POINTS  
 

 Pray for healing and restoration in the world where there is 

division, violence and conflict. 

 Pray for the Uniting Church in Australia as we face many big 

challenges and commit ourselves to be a people of grace, 

love, mercy and hope. 

 Pray for West Epping Uniting Church as we venture into the 

future with a new supply minister and as Rev John Barr retires. 

 Pray for all those who are travelling or are away. 

 Pray for all students as they prepare for this coming year of 

learning. 

 Pray for Australia as we celebrate Australia Day this Saturday 

and as we pause to reflect on who we are as a nation. 

 Pray for those who have particular needs today as we 

remember Bob Coleman, Roger Davey, Phil Bliss, Bill Harding, 

Joyce Wiseman, Marian Sheldrick, Bruce and Alberta Noble, 

Jean Grunsell, Dorothy Planner, The Walton family, Peter Brown 

& family and all those who are on our hearts. 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF FIRST PEOPLES 
 

Today as we gather for worship and as we approach our 

celebration of Australia Day, we acknowledge the Wallumedegal 

people of the Erora Nation, the sovereign First Peoples of this place. 

We honour their elders past and present together with all 

descendants of this Nation, for their care for these lands and 

waters since creation. 

PRAYER GROUP ~ If you would like prayer for 

yourself or for others please contact Lois Rees, 

Helen Campbell, Annabelle Avern or Rev John 

Barr who convene a weekly Prayer Group each 

Thursday in the Cottage 12.15-1.00pm.  During 

this time we pray for all members 

of the West Epping Community 

and for the needs of others.  

New members of the Prayer Group 

are always welcome.   

INDUCTION OF  
REV RADHIKA SUKUMAR-WHITE  

 

The Induction Service of Rev Radhika Sukumar-White into ministry in 

Leichhardt congregation will take on Sunday 3rd February at 3pm in 

the Leichhardt Uniting Church, 3 Wetherill St, Leichhardt. 

ALL INVITED 

A PRAYER FOR AUSTRALIA DAY 
 

Give us the courage to accept the realities of our history so that we 

may build a better future for our nation.  Teach us to respect all 

cultures.  Teach us to care for our land and waters.  Help us to 

share justly the resources of this land. 
 

Help us to bring about spiritual and social change to improve the 

quality of life for all peoples in our communities, especially the 

disadvantaged.  Help all young people to find true dignity and  

self-esteem by your Spirit. 
 

May your power and love be the foundations on which we: walk 

together as First and Second Peoples; and build our families, our 

communities and our nation.  Through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

Prepared by the Wontulp Bi-Buya Indigenous Theology Working Group 

Closure of  Ministry for  
Rev John Barr 

 

Sunday 27 January at 9am 
 

Following the Service we will move to the Maurice 

Davies Hall for fellowship and Brunch. 

All you need to do is come as catering is being 

organised by the Welcome and Hospitality Team. 
 

Contributions towards a gift for John can be 

placed in a box visible in the church foyer or by 

bank transfer to the West Epping account with 

the description John B farewell.   Bank details: 

Westpac BSB 032 081 Account 961263. 

MID-WEEK COMMUNION 
Midweek Communion is on Tuesday  

22 January at 10am.  This service is 

open to all, but is particularly for 

those who find it difficult to get to 

church on Sundays.  Morning tea to follow the 

service.  All welcome. 

WHAT DOES THE BIBLE SAY ABOUT SEX 
AND MARRIAGE? 
 

Rev John Barr will conduct two study sessions on 

key texts of the Bible related to sex and marriage. 

This is an opportunity for all of us to reflect on 

God’s Word in relation to important issues. 

Today, Sunday afternoon 20 January: 2.30pm 

to 4.30pm; in the cottage 

Tuesday evening 22 January: 7.30pm to 

9.30pm in the Cottage  All WELCOME 

ECUMENICAL COVENANT DINNER AND 

MEETING is set for Monday 18th February at 

Epping Baptist Church from 6.30pm.  

BREAKFAST LADIES FELLOWSHIP ~ As usual we 

start the year with our annual breakfast to which 

all ladies are very welcome to join us. 

Saturday 2 February at 7.30am.  $7 pp. 

A good morning for catching up and enjoying a 

nice breakfast.  A sign up sheet is in the foyer. 

Enquiries: Lyn MacGregor 9871 5701 



WEUC is committed to protecting children, young people and vulnerable adults from harm and abuse. 

John 2:1-11 
 

On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the mother 

of Jesus was there.  Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the 

wedding.  When the wine gave out, the mother of Jesus said to him, ‘They 

have no wine.’  And Jesus said to her, ‘Woman, what concern is that to you 

and to me?  My hour has not yet come.’  His mother said to the servants, 

‘Do whatever he tells you.’  Now standing there were six stone water-jars for 

the Jewish rites of purification, each holding twenty or thirty gallons.  Jesus 

said to them, ‘Fill the jars with water.’  And they filled them up to the brim. 

He said to them, ‘Now draw some out, and take it to the chief steward.’  So 

they took it.  When the steward tasted the water that had become wine, 

and did not know where it came from (though the servants who had drawn 

the water knew), the steward called the bridegroom and said to him, 

‘Everyone serves the good wine first, and then the inferior wine after the 

guests have become drunk.  But you have kept the good wine until now.’ 

Jesus did this, the first of his signs, in Cana of Galilee, and revealed his 

glory; and his disciples believed in him.  



Minister 
Rev John Barr     0457 879 099  
 

 

Office Administrator 
Helen Tattersall     9868 3574 
 
 

Safe Church Contact Person 
Erica Harrison     9873 3989 

Church Office  35 Orchard St Epping 2121 p: 9868 3574 

Office Hours    Monday to Thursday 8.30am—3.00pm 
      Friday 8.30am—12.30pm 
Email     weppinguca@gmail.com 
Website    weppinguca.org.au 
Facebook    facebook.com/weppinguniting 
WEUC Bank Account Westpac BSB 032 081 Account 961263 

What’s on next week! 

West Epping Uniting Church uses information and news 

provided by its members, adherents and officers for the 

purposes of conducting its pastoral ministry.  In the 

course of that ministry, material published in this bulletin 

may reach an audience wider than the membership of 

the congregation. 

 Tuesday 22 January ~ Mid-week Communion, 10am 

 Sunday 27 January ~ Closure of Ministry Service for 
Rev John Barr, 9am 

 Saturday 2 February ~ Ladies Fellowship Breakfast 

 Sunday 3 February ~ Worship 8am & 10am with HC 

 Wednesday 6 February ~ mainly music 

 Thursday 7 February ~ Playgroup 

 Monday 11 February ~ Adult English Conversation 
classes 

 Monday 18 February ~ Ecumenical Covenant Dinner 
& Meeting at Epping Baptist Church from 6.30pm.  

 Wednesday 6 March ~ Ash Wednesday—Beginning 
of Lent 

 Saturday 13 April ~ Mystery Coach Tour 

 Saturday 4 May ~ West Epping Women’s Retreat 

Diary Dates 

West Epping Uniting Church  
is a member of an Ecumenical Covenant 

with the Anglican Parish of Epping,  

the Catholic Parish of Epping and 

Carlingford, Epping Baptist Church and 

Epping Uniting Church. 

 

For Pastoral Care needs  
please contact:  

 
 

Rev John Barr 0457 879 099 

PRAYERS  
If you would like to know of some specific 

names of people with particular pastoral 

needs to pray for, please contact Annabelle 

Avern (member of the Pastoral Care Team) on  

9484 4146, preferably on weekday evenings. 

Alternately, you are welcome to come along to the 

Prayer Group that meets on Thursdays at 12:15pm.  

Serving next Sunday 27 January 

Tuesday  
22 January 

10.00am 
7.30pm 

 

Mid-week Communion 
What does the Bible say on Sex & 
Marriage study 

Thursday  
24 January 

10.00am 
12.15pm 

Craft Group 
Prayer Group 

Sunday  
27 January 

9.00am 
 

5.30pm 

Worship—Rev John Barr’s Closure  
of Ministry Service 
CSI Worship 

Monday 
28 January 

 Public Holiday—Australia Day 

 9.00am 

Welcomers 
Margaret Leivesley, Joan Ross 

Jenny Whittaker 

Stewards 
Carolyn Button, Helen Davey 
John Planner, Morris Ross 

Ministers Assistant Jean Chapple 

Reader Heather, Jan, Rev Sujit David 

Prayer Ministry Pete McAndrew 

Prayers for Others Rev Radhika Sukumar-White 

Sound/Computer Jan Venn-Brown 

Flowers Helen Elvery 


