
 

Prayer for Today 

God help us with ideas, those thoughts 
Which inform the way we live and the 

things we do.  
Let us not seize upon ideas, neither shall 
we hunt them down nor steal them away.  

Rather let us wait faithfully for them to 
approach, slowly and gently like 

creatures from the wild.  
And let them enter willingly into our heats 

and come and go freely within the 
sanctuary of our contemplation,  

informing our souls as they arrive and 
being enlivened by the inspiration of our 

hearts as they leave.  
-Leunig-  

Our Vision: 
We are people sent to share the love, 
hope and compassion of Jesus Christ 

with all the world 

WEST EPPING UNITING CHURCH 

THE ENCOUNTER 
 

One of my favourite stories is called “The meeting”.  A boy 
who wanted to meet God.  He knew he would have to travel 
very far for that.  So, he put cookies and drinks in his 
backpack and started his journey.  After he had walked 
through a couple of streets he arrived at a park.  An old 
woman was sitting on a bench, watching the pigeons.  The 
boy decided to sit next to her and opened his bag.  When he 
wanted to eat and drink something he noticed the woman 
looking at him hungrily.  He gave her a few of his cookies.  
She smiled at him gratefully.  The boy thought her smile was 
so special that he also offered her a drink to see her smile 
again.  And sure, enough she smiled at him again.  He was 
overwhelmed with joy.  The pair ate, drank and smiled the 
entire afternoon without saying a word.  When twilight 
appeared, the boy got tired and stood up to go home.  After 
a few steps he turned around, ran back and embraced the 
old woman.  She then gave him her most beautiful smile 
ever.  A bit later the boy was home.  His mother was 
completely surprised to see his happy face.  What have you 
done today that has made you so happy?  She asked him.  
I’ve had lunch with God, and, you know mum, she has the 
most beautiful smile I have ever seen.’  The old woman had 
arrived home as well.  Her son, surprised by the peaceful 
look in her eyes, asked his mother what have you done 
today to make you look so happy?’  I ate cookies with God 
in the park, and you know, he is a lot younger than I 
thought.’ 
 

Our encounters with the other, society, culture etc may all 
come in different forms.  Our journeys are set on avenues 
that we think will take us to God.  Our best hospitality, may 
focus on one group and not so much on another.  We may 
learn from the encounter of the two, in the story; doing 
church and spreading the good news doesn’t need many 
words, hospitality is not selective.  A smile, hug, cookie, 
availability, welcoming the stranger, giving others 
opportunity, and unfolding a new hope.  
 

Luke’s account of “The road to Emmaus”, reminds us that 
scripture warms the heart.  But at the same time, it was 
Jesus’ actions at the table.  “When he was at the table with 
them, he took bread, gave thanks, broke it and began to 
give it to them.  Then their eyes were opened and they 
recognized him”.  Our fancy, Theology words or our 
knowledge of scripture is important. Nevertheless, others 
will know us as followers of Christ, from the space we 
create, our breaking and sharing on the table. 
 

It has been a wonderful experience to journey with this 
congregation in the last six months, so thank you.  You have 
been part of the encounters, where I see God working in 
your presence.  May you continue to create space for the 
other.  
 

   Melino moe Kelesi (Grace and peace) 
 

     Tau’alofa Anga’aelangi 

Sunday 15 July 2018 
 
 
 

Welcome   환영합니다 

 സ്വാഗതം  欢迎 
Ki ora   Malo ē lelei  

PRAYER POINTS  
 

 Pray for the world - For reconciliation, and 

peace. 

 Pray for our role of stewardship and our 

relationship with creation.   

 Pray for hope to be offered to the most 

vulnerable in their time of greatest need.  

 Pray for the members in this congregation 

to have more rest.  

 Remember the families who are still living 

through the loss of their loved ones.  For 
comfort in their loss, hold them in their 
sorrow and sustain them through their grief. 

 Remember the members of West Epping 

UC who are unable to attend our worship 
services due to health issues.  We pray for 
new strength, health and wholeness. 

 Pray for the work of our Joint nominating 

committee as they seek a new minister. 

 Pray for the ministers of this congregation. 

For their wellbeing and for the safety and 
health of their families.  

We acknowledge the traditional custodians of the land 
upon which we gather, the Wallumedegal people of the 

Eora nation and give thanks for their care of the land 
over many generations. 



MID-WEEK COMMUNION 
Tuesday 17 July at 10am in the 
Church.  Mid Week Communion is 
a quiet, reflective, personal, relaxed 
time of worship as we share around 
the table of our Lord.  A great 
morning tea follows with some warm, friendly 
fellowship.  All welcome.  

PRAYER GROUP ~ If you would like prayer for 
yourself or for others please contact Lois Rees, 
Helen Campbell, Annabelle Avern or Rev John 
Barr who convene a weekly Prayer Group each 
Thursday in the Cottage 12.15-1.00pm.  During 
this time we pray for all members of the West 
Epping Community and for the 
needs of others.  
 

New members of the Prayer Group 
are always welcome.   

MINISTRY TEAM AND STAFF NEWS 
 

Today is Taua’lofa Anga’aelangi (Lofa) last Sunday with us and 
we say farewell to her at both our morning services and during 
morning teas.  Lofa concludes her service with West Epping on 
21

st
 July.   

 

Rev John Barr will go on extended leave from 1
st
 August to  

mid-October.  While John is on leave Rev Vernon Prowse has 
kindly agreed to offer supply ministry two days per week.  

BIBLE STUDY MONTH 
 

“Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to 
my path” (Psalm 119:105) 
 
 

During July, we will focus on the New Testament book, the Acts of 
the Apostles.  We will encounter the amazing story of the early 
church as we focus on the following texts: 
 

Sunday 15th July: Acts 9:1-22:   
“and immediately he began to proclaim Jesus in the synagogues, 
saying, ‘He is the Son of God.’”  
 

Sunday 22nd July: Acts 16:16-34:  
“Suddenly there was an earthquake, so violent that the foundations 
of the prison were shaken; and immediately all the doors were 
opened and everyone’s chains were unfastened.” 
 

Sunday 29th July; Acts 17:16-34:  
“I found among them an altar with the inscription, ‘To an unknown 
god.’ What therefore you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to 
you.  The God who made the world and everything in it, he who is 
Lord of heaven and earth…”   

AFFIRMATION: ~ Friday 27
th

 July 7:30pm in the Cottage 
 

This session will have a panel of "experts" to field any and all 
LGBTIQ+ questions.  This meeting could be of particular interest to 
any family and friends of LGBTIQ+ persons, or people struggling 
with the Uniting Church Assembly proposals around marriage.  We 
will seek to make this a safe, supportive, non-judgmental 
environment for you to ask any awkward, obvious, embarrassing, 
taboo or frequently asked questions, and listen to the collective 
wisdom of the panel to help in your discernment. 
 

All welcome.  

WOMBAT WALKERS ~ Saturday 21 July 
Campbelltown Heritage & Cultural Walk.  We will 
meet at Epping Station in time to catch the train 
leaving at 8:40am travelling to Redfern and then 
changing to the Campbelltown Line.  Our walk will 
be quite an easy one, covering about 5km and we 
will view many heritage-listed buildings dating 
back to the early 1800s in a rich 
array of colonial architecture in 
Campbelltown's main streets. 
Enquiries: Bruce Elliott 9869 7633  

FRIDAY DISCOVERY ~ Friday 20 July 
Join us for morning tea at 10am followed by an 
inter-active morning.  All welcome! 
Enquiries: Joan Ross 9873 3713 

100
th

 BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION  
The family of Lila Atkins would like her 
many church friends to join us at a High 
Tea to celebrate her 100

th
 Birthday, a 

wonderful milestone in her life. 
Date: Saturday 28 July at 2pm 
At: West Epping Uniting Church 
RSVP: 22 July  
Please write your name on sign up sheet in the 
foyer.  Enquiries:  Lyn MacGregor  

THE PRESBYTERY GATHERING will be held on 
Saturday 28 July at Northmead UC 3-5 Hammers 
Road ~ 10.30am 'til 2.30pm.  Morning Speaker is 
Magdalena Liso  ̶  Head of Newpin  ̶  ACT and 
Southern Region.  Northmead UC are looking 
after the afternoon program.  Bring a sandwich  ̶  
tea, coffee etc provided. 
Enquiries: Jan Dunstan 9876 3344  

LADIES FELLOWSHIP ~ All ladies welcome to 
attend our next fellowship meeting on Tuesday 
17 July at 7.45pm for a fun night of 'Speed 
Listening'! 
Enquiries: Lyn MacGregor 9871 5701 

WHO WAS MARY MAGDALENE? 
 

Friday Small Group meets to discuss the final in 
our series on significant Biblical characters.  
 

Friday 20
th

 July  1pm-3pm in the Cottage. 
 

All Welcome 

HEALING SERVICE 
 

“Come to me all who are burdened, and I will give you rest”. 
 

Healing Services are a response to this invitation made by Jesus. 
These services are for everyone who seeks the assurance that God 
is with us, even in the most challenging and hardest of times.  You 
may be experiencing illness or some other crisis in your life.  You 
may be facing many questions or are seeking support and 
reassurance.  Or you may simply want to affirm your trust in God 
who loves you unconditionally.  
 

Our next Healing Service will be held in the Cottage at 4pm on 
Sunday 29 July. 
 

ALL WELCOME 
 

Enquiries:  
Helen Campbell or  
Rev John Barr 



WEUC is committed to protecting children, young people and vulnerable adults from harm and abuse. 

Acts 9:1-22 
 

Meanwhile Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of 
the Lord, went to the high priest and asked him for letters to the synagogues 
at Damascus, so that if he found any who belonged to the Way, men or 
women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem.  Now as he was going 
along and approaching Damascus, suddenly a light from heaven flashed 
around him.  He fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to him, ‘Saul, 
Saul, why do you persecute me?’  He asked, ‘Who are you, Lord?’  The reply 
came, ‘I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting.  But get up and enter the city, 
and you will be told what you are to do.’  The men who were travelling with 
him stood speechless because they heard the voice but saw no one.  Saul 
got up from the ground, and though his eyes were open, he could see 
nothing; so they led him by the hand and brought him into Damascus.  For 
three days he was without sight, and neither ate nor drank. 
 

Now there was a disciple in Damascus named Ananias.  The Lord said to 
him in a vision, ‘Ananias.’  He answered, ‘Here I am, Lord.’  The Lord said to 
him, ‘Get up and go to the street called Straight, and at the house of Judas 
look for a man of Tarsus named Saul.  At this moment he is praying, and he 
has seen in a vision a man named Ananias come in and lay his hands on 
him so that he might regain his sight.’  But Ananias answered, ‘Lord, I have 
heard from many about this man, how much evil he has done to your saints 
in Jerusalem; and here he has authority from the chief priests to bind all who 
invoke your name.’  But the Lord said to him, ‘Go, for he is an instrument 
whom I have chosen to bring my name before Gentiles and kings and before 
the people of Israel; I myself will show him how much he must suffer for the 
sake of my name.’  So Ananias went and entered the house.  He laid his 
hands on Saul and said, ‘Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you 
on your way here, has sent me so that you may regain your sight and be 
filled with the Holy Spirit.’  And immediately something like scales fell from 
his eyes, and his sight was restored.  Then he got up and was baptized, and 
after taking some food, he regained his strength. 
 

For several days he was with the disciples in 
Damascus, and immediately he began to 
proclaim Jesus in the synagogues, saying, ‘He is 
the Son of God.’  All who heard him were 
amazed and said, ‘Is not this the man who made 
havoc in Jerusalem among those who invoked 
this name?  And has he not come here for the 
purpose of bringing them bound before the chief 
priests?’  Saul became increasingly more 
powerful and confounded the Jews who lived in 
Damascus by proving that Jesus was the 
Messiah. 

 

THEATRE TICKETS 
 

Once again Epping Uniting Church are inviting us to join them in 
attending the Preview Performance on Wednesday 18 July at 8pm of 
the next production of the Chester Street Theatre ‘Influence’ by 
Australian playwright David Williamson.  Directed by Sher Kearney, 
the play concerns Ziggi Blasko who calls himself the merchant of the 
truth on commercial radio “because this country wants to hear what 
I’ve got to say”.  A satirical comedy, the play revolves around the 
failings, foibles, whims and double standards of Shock Jock Ziggi 
Blasko and his totally dysfunctional family of diverse characters.  
Paradoxes and ironies abound as Ziggi’s public and private lives 
collide. 
 

We have been given 10 tickets to sell to family and friends of our 
congregation for $20 per ticket and we can keep the proceeds.  
Tickets are available on a first in first served basis.  If you would like 
to purchase a ticket, please see Jennifer West after the service or 
contact her on 9873 2753 or at irwest@bigpond.net.au.



Sunday Morning Worship 
8am & 10am 

Ministry Team 
Rev John Barr     0457 879 099 
Rev Radhika Sukumar-White 0423 823 363 
Tau’alofa Anga’aelangi (Lofa)  0403 283 756 
 

Office Administrator 
Helen Tattersall     9868 3574 
Safe Church Contact Person 
Erica Harrison     9873 3989 

Church Office  35 Orchard St Epping 2121 p: 9868 3574 

Office Hours    Monday to Thursday 8.30am—3.00pm 
      Friday 8.30am—12.30pm 
Email     weppinguca@gmail.com 
Website    weppinguca.org.au 
Facebook    facebook.com/weppinguniting 
WEUC Bank Account Westpac BSB 032 081 Account 961263 

What’s on this week! 

West Epping Uniting Church uses information and news 

provided by its members, adherents and officers for the 

purposes of conducting its pastoral ministry.  In the 

course of that ministry, material published in this bulletin 

may reach an audience wider than the membership of 

the congregation. 

 Tuesday 17 July ~ Mid-week communion, 10am 

 Friday 20 July ~ Friday Small Group, 1pm, – ‘’Who 
was Mary Magdalene?’ 

 Sunday 29 July ~ Healing Service, 4pm in the 
Cottage 

 Tuesday 7 August ~ Missionary Fellowship, 10am 
Devonshire Morning Tea with The Northside Singers 

 Sunday 19 August ~ CSI Worship in English, 
5.30pm 

 Tuesday 21 August ~ Mid-week communion, 10am 

 Saturday 22 September ~ Mystery bus tour 

 Thursday 27 September—30 September ~ Uniting 
Women’s Conference, Brisbane 

Diary Dates 

West Epping Uniting Church  
is a member of an Ecumenical Covenant 

with the Anglican Parish of Epping,  

the Catholic Parish of Epping and 

Carlingford, Epping Baptist Church and 

Epping Uniting Church. 

For Pastoral Care needs  
please contact:  

 

 

Rev John Barr 0457 879 099 

or 

Rev Radhika Sukumar-White 0423 823 363 

Serving next Sunday 22 July 

Monday 16 July 10.00am KYB 

Tuesday 17 July 

9.30am 
10.00am 
2.00pm 
7.45pm 

Men’s Shed at Arrunga 
Mid-week Communion 
Singing at Wesley Rayward 
Ladies Fellowship 

Wednesday 18 July 
9.00am 
9.30am 

Lamington Drive 
Men’s Shed at Arrunga 

Thursday 19 July 

9.30am 
10.00am 
12.15pm 
2.00pm 

Men’s Shed at Arrunga 
Thursday Craft 
Prayer Group 
Cottage Cafe 

Friday 20 July 
10.00am 
1.00pm 
7.30pm 

Friday Discovery 
Friday Small Group 
Affirmation 

Saturday 21 July  Wombat Walkers 

Sunday 22 July 
8.00am 
10.00am 
5.30pm 

Worship  
Worship : JAM for children 
CSI Worship  

 8.00am 10.00am 

Welcomers 
Ron & Lurline 

Waterson 
Norma Perry 

Doreen Davies 

Stewards 
David MacGregor 

Carolyn Button 
Helen Davey 
Wes Gibbons 

Ministers Assistant Mavis Hall Jean Chapple 

Reader Alison Anderson Jenny Whittaker 

Prayer Ministry Betty Taylor Sue Elliott 

Prayers for Others Betty Taylor John Barr 

Sound/Computer Jan Venn-Brown Desy Chapple 

Flowers Margaret Kilby 


