
Our Vision: 
We are people sent to share the love, 

hope and compassion of Jesus Christ with 

all the world 

WEST EPPING UNITING CHURCH 

MY NAME IS BELOVED; WHAT’S YOURS? 
 

Over the last few weeks, I had the great privilege of co-teaching a 

short course on Sacraments, aimed at candidates for ministry and 

potential lay presiders in rural communities.  Alongside Rev. 

Bronwyn Murphy, I got to talk about the Uniting Church’s theology 

of sacraments, and then train these potential presiders in the 

actual acts of Baptism and Communion. 
 

The thing that struck me the most, as I listened to this diverse 

cohort of students, was how diverse our views are around what 

Baptism and Communion actually are.  For example: is baptism 

our ticket to heaven?  Does baptism grant us salvation?  What 

does it mean for baptism to be a requirement for entry into some 

Christian schools?  Should we be re-baptising infants when they 

(hopefully) come into their own faith?  Should we not be allowing 

children to receive Communion if they do not understand what it 

means?  Should we deny people living “sinful lives” the gift of 

Communion?  Is Communion only for Christians? 
 

My ministry at West Epping is centred around ministry with young 

families.  I have a deep passion and excitement for the spirituality 

and faith of children – who I can safely say are often more able to 

comprehend the sacred and holy than many adults, due to their 

sense of curiosity and imagination.  We see this almost every week 

in our Intergen Talks and JAM.  It is with this lens that I approach 

the age-old conundrum: should we be baptising infants?  And if 

so, what meaning does it hold? 
 

This is what I taught to the students last week: baptism (infant or 

believer) is about naming an individual as a beloved child of God.  

To be clear: baptism is not the act that makes someone a 

beloved child of God; it simply acknowledges before a gathered 

community that that is what that person already is.  At my baptism 

when I was about one month old, I, Radhika Sukumar, was  

re-recognised as Radhika Sukumar, beloved child of God. 
 

As part of our formal liturgy, the parents of infant candidates are 

asked to repent of their sins and turn to Christ.  In other traditions, 

the candidate or their parents are asked to turn from Satan, his 

demons, and all evil – cheerful stuff!  But even that says 

something wonderful.  Baptism is a public renunciation of all the 

evil competing voices that try to tell someone who or what they 

are.  Competing voices might try to call me fat, ugly, nerdy, 

strange, unworthy.  In baptism, I am given the name “beloved”.  

Competing voices might beckon me to be renamed thin, pretty, 

rich, popular.  In baptism, my name “beloved” is all I need. 
 

As infants grow, they will wrestle with their sense of identity, 

yearning for someone or something to tell them who they are.  

This is where the gathered community comes into play.  It is the 

solemn task of the community of faith to remind our children, 

consistently and lovingly, that they are beloved children of God, 

and that they are to renounce anything that tells them otherwise.  

In the Uniting Church, we believe that the church becomes the 

godparents of baptised children. 
 

Whether you remember your baptism or not, may you be 

reminded that your name is Beloved, and that name is enough 

for you.  And if you haven’t been baptised or would like to explore 

confirmation of your baptism, maybe now is the time to talk about 

it with John or I. 

           Rev Radhika Sukumar-White 

Sunday 19 November 2017 
 
 
 

Welcome   환영합니다 

 സവ്ാഗതം  欢迎 
Ki ora   Malo elelei  

PRAYER POINTS 
 

 For Australia, as its citizens and parliamentarians 

react to the results of the postal survey around 

same-sex marriage.  God of us all, we pray for 

grace and peace in this time.  We uphold our 

government in prayer. 

 Pray for the congregation of North Rocks 

Community Church, as they this morning farewell 

Rev. Phil Swain after fourteen years of ministry 

there.  God of endings and beginnings, we pray 

for our sisters and brothers at North Rocks, as they 

close this chapter but look forward to what might 

happen next. 

 Pray for the ongoing Life and Witness Consultation 

with our congregation, and with our preparations 

for next Sunday’s Annual General Meeting.  God 

of this community, we pray for our leaders and 

congregants as we discern Your will for us going 

into the future.  Be with our ministers and Church 

Council, and all who are ministers of Your gospel 

within and beyond us. 

 Pray for those in need.  We lift up Rosemary 

Williams, Bruce and Alberta Noble, Wes Gibbons, 

Bob Coleman, Peter Mudliar, John and Margaret 

Tumeth, Glennis Endicott – and all those who are 

ill, lonely, housebound, grieving, or facing life 

changes.  Loving and compassionate God, be 

with and comfort those who are sick and grieving 

with the knowledge that you are always with 

them, and will never leave them. 

A PRAYER FOR TODAY 
 

God of love, we give thanks that You 

name us Beloved, no matter what.  

May we be courageous to stand up to 

anything that tries to tell us otherwise.  May our 

gospel message to others be centred on their 

own belovedness.   

Amen. 

We acknowledge the traditional custodians of the 
land upon which we gather, the Wallumedegal people 
of the Eora nation and give thanks for their care of the 

land over many generations. 



MEN’S FELLOWSHIP CHRISTMAS CELEBRATION 

Monday 5 December at 6pm 

Everyone is invited to this celebration.   

Bring your family and friends.   

Cost $30pp. 

Bookings to: Bruce Elliott 9869 7633 or 

John Hall 9874 9205 

MID WEEK COMMUNION ~ will take 

place this coming Tuesday  

21 November in the church at 10am.  

This is an informal reflective worship 

service especially for those who may find it hard 

to get to church early on Sundays.   

All welcome. 

CHRISTMAS  
 

Christmas fast approaches!  This season is a 

great time to engage with our local 

community, many of whom may not have 

yet experienced an Australian Christmas. 
 

We have exciting plans for Christmas and 

we need your help, especially on Christmas 

Eve with the BBQ dinner and other activities designed to welcome 

the community around us.   
 

Please add your name to the signup sheet on the notice board 

if you are able to help in anyway. 
 

 

Christmas Bowl 
Volunteers are also needed for the Christmas Bowl street collection 

in Epping (30th Nov—2nd Dec). 

A sign up sheet is on the notice board. 

 

  QWEST  
Sunday 26 November 

 

5pm in the Cottage  
 

All welcome!    
 

Join us for informal worship,  

good discussion and a relaxed meal. 

PRAYER TIME ~ You are invited to join us each 

Thursday between 12:15pm—12:45pm as we 

bring the needs of our Church and 

community to God in prayer.  For more 

information speak to Rev John Barr or 

Helen Campbell. 

TOGETHER LUNCH ~ 26 November  
preceded by our Together Worship at 9am and 

our WEUC Annual Meeting.  
 

The lunch will be a Pot Luck lunch, and we would 

like everyone who’s surname starts with the letters 

A – P, to please bring something for the main 

part of the meal (meat dish, salad, quiche, etc) 

then the rest of us – letters Q to Z, are asked to 

bring something sweet (dessert, slice, cake, etc). 

PASTORAL CARE  
 

To ensure we do pastoral care better in West Epping a new Pastoral 

Care Team has been formed to work closely with the Ministry Team.  

We are also finalising a network of Pastoral Friends (based on the 

former Pastoral Carers network).  Pastoral Friends involves keeping 

touch with one or more members of this congregation to ensure 

they feel part of this community.  It’s simply about friendship and 

helping people to have a sense of belonging.  If you feel you can 

contribute as a “pastoral friend” then please see Radhika or John.  

COACH TOUR ~ Alan Walker Village is running a 

Coach Tour along the Great Ocean Road in April 

2018.  If you are interested please see the Notice 

Board in the Hall.  Enquiries: Jean Chapple 

CHRISTMAS PUDDINGS ~ Yes that time of year! 

Yummy Christmas puddings are once again 

available for order from Campbelltown Uniting 

Church at last year's prices: 

 500g round  $15 1kg round  $25 

 1kg log   $25 1.5kg round  $35 

Order forms available in foyer. 

Please hand order form and money in an 

envelope to Carolyn Button or phone on 9871 

2661.  Last date for ordering is 3 December. 

Puddings available for collection on  

17 December after 8am and 10am services. 

LADIES FELLOWSHIP ~ Tuesday 21 November at 

7.45pm we meet for our AGM.  It's fun meeting so 

don't let that put you off attending!!  After our 

AGM we will make up lolly bags from our 

donations to send to Eastwood Community Aid 

for inclusion in their Christmas hampers. 

Don't forget to bring your wrapped lollies. 

Enquiries: Lyn MacGregor 9871 5701 

LIFE AND WITNESS CONSULTATION 
 

Next Sunday, 26th November the Life and Witness Team will be in 

West Epping to meet and have conversations with the 

congregation.  This is an important opportunity for us all to share 

with them. 
 

Sunday 26th November will be a big day.  There will be a 

Together Service at 9am followed by the Annual General Meeting 

of the Congregation and then Lunch.  The Life and Witness 

Team will meet with us after lunch at approximately 12.30pm.  
Please plan to be here for these most important meetings!  

CHRISTMAS LETTER BOX DROP ~ We need your help! 
 

Leaflets promoting our Christmas activities have been prepared 

and need to be circulated in our neighbourhood during the week 

Sunday 3rd to Saturday 9th December.  This is a vital opportunity to 

invite the local community to share with us at Christmas.  
 

Leaflets will be available in the Maurice Davies Hall 

after morning services on Sunday 3rd December.  

A map with specific directions concerning the 

area to be covered will be provided.  
 

All it needs is one hour of your time and a 

willingness to casually walk a kilometre or so!   

Please see Helen in the office if you can help. 



www.weppinguca.org.au 

www.facebook.com/weppinguniting 

1 John 1:1-4 
 

We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have heard, what 

we have seen with our eyes, what we have looked at and touched with our 

hands, concerning the word of life — this life was revealed, and we have seen 

it and testify to it, and declare to you the eternal life that was with the Father 

and was revealed to us— we declare to you what we have seen and heard so 

that you also may have fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship is with the 

Father and with his Son Jesus Christ.  We are writing these things so that our joy 

may be complete. 

WEUC is committed to protecting children, young people and vulnerable adults from harm and abuse. 

Isaiah 43:18-21 
 

Do not remember the former things, 

   or consider the things of old.  

I am about to do a new thing; 

   now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? 

I will make a way in the wilderness 

   and rivers in the desert.  

The wild animals will honour me, 

   the jackals and the ostriches; 

for I give water in the wilderness, 

   rivers in the desert, 

to give drink to my chosen people,  

   the people whom I formed for myself 

so that they might declare my praise  

CARDS ~ ‘Gifts of Joy’ cards in support of Steps with Hope, The Orphans and 

Vulnerable Children (OVC) project and Joy Balazo’s Peace project will be on 

sale from the 26 November in the Maurice Davies Hall after the services.  They 

range in price from $10 – feeding a child, offering a Christmas treat or buying a 

laying chook, through to $360 – to give a high school child an education for a 

year.  A brochure with more details is available today.  

요한일서 1:1-4 

1 태초부터 있는 생명의 말씀에 관하여는 우리가 들은 바요 눈으로 본 바요 자세히 보고 

우리의 손으로 만진 바라 

2 이 생명이 나타내신 바 된지라 이 영원한 생명을 우리가 보았고 증언하여 너희에게 전

하노니 이는 아버지와 함께 계시다가 우리에게 나타내신 바 된 이시니라  

3 우리가 보고 들은 바를 너희에게도 전함은 너희로 우리와 사귐이 있게 하려 함이니 우

리의 사귐은 아버지와 그의 아들 예수 그리스도와 더불어 누림이라 

4 우리가 이것을 씀은 우리의 기쁨이 충만하게 하려 함이라  

BIBLES FOR MAINLY MUSIC ~ This year the mainly 

music team at West Epping would like to give each child who is 

leaving to go to school a Children’s Bible.  The Bible we have 

chosen is $12 each.  We are inviting members of the 

congregation to donate the cost of a Bible to give to the 

children on the last day, Wednesday 6 December.  We have 7 

children who we would like to receive this gift.   

If this is something you would like to do please see Helen Tattersall, Annabelle 

Avern or Margaret Gibbons  

CHRISTMAS LUNCH ~ ‘The Exodus foundation are looking for volunteers to 

help on Christmas Day.  If this is something you would like to do, please see 

Pete McAndrew or another member of the Mission Team. 



Monday 20 Nov 
10.00am 
10.00am 

English Conversation Classes 
KYB 

Tuesday 21 Nov 
9.30am 
10.00am 
7.45pm 

Men’s Shed at Arrunga 
Mid-week Communion Service 
Ladies Fellowship 

Wednesday 22 Nov 
9.30am 
9.45am 
1.00pm 

Men’s Shed at Arrunga 
Mainly music 
Mainly music 

Thursday 23Nov 
9.30am 
9.30am 
10.00am 

Men’s Shed at Arrunga 
Playgroup 
Thursday Craft 

Sunday 26 Nov 

9.00am 
10.30am 
12.30pm 

 
4 00pm 

Together Worship  
AGM 
Lunch & conversation with 
Life & Witness Team 
CSI 

Ministry Team 
Rev John Barr     0457 879 099 
Rev Radhika Sukumar-White 0423 823 363  
 

Office Administrator 
Helen Tattersall     9868 3574 
Safe Church Contact Person 
Erica Harrison     9873 3989 

Church Office  35 Orchard St Epping 2121 p: 9868 3574 

Office Hours    Monday to Thursday 8.30am—3.00pm 
      Friday 8.30am—12.30pm 
Email     weppinguca@gmail.com 
Website    weppinguca.org.au 
Facebook    facebook.com/weppinguniting 
WEUC Bank Account Westpac BSB 032 081 Account 961263 

What’s on this week! 

Serving Next Sunday 26 November 2017 

West Epping Uniting Church uses information and news 
provided by its members, adherents and officers for the 

purposes of conducting its pastoral ministry.  In the 
course of that ministry, material published in this bulletin 
may reach an audience wider than the membership of 

the congregation. 

 Tuesday 21 November ~ Mid-week service with 

Holy Communion, 10am 

 Sunday 26 November ~ Together Service, 9am & 

AGM, followed by lunch and conversations with the 

Life & Witness Team 

 Thursday 30 November, Friday 1 December, 

Saturday 2 December ~ Christmas Bowl collection 

at Epping Station 

 Tuesday 12 December ~ Thanksgiving & 

Remembrance Service, 7.30pm 

 Tuesday 19 December ~ Mid-week service with 

Holy Communion, 10am 

 Sunday 17 December ~ Advent 3, Service of 

Lessons & Carols 

 Sunday 24 December ~ Christmas Eve  

Worship 8am, 4pm Christmas Festival,  

6.30pm Family Carols, 9pm Carols & Communion 

 Monday 25 December ~ Christmas Day  

Worship 7.30am & 9am 

 Sunday 31 December ~ Worship 9am Epiphany 

Diary Dates 

West Epping Uniting Church  
is a member of an Ecumenical Covenant 

with the Anglican Parish of Epping,  

the Catholic Parish of Epping and 

Carlingford, Epping Baptist Church and 

Epping Uniting Church. 

For Pastoral Care needs  

please contact:  
 

Rev John Barr 0457 879 099  

or 

Rev Radhika Sukumar-White   

0423 823 363 

 9.00am 

Welcomers 
Brian & Bev Walton 

Joan Ross, Elaine Ferris 

Stewards 
David MacGregor 

Helen Davey, John Ferris 

Ministers Assistant Betty Taylor 

Reader Ruth Budge 

Prayer Ministry John Planner 

Sound  

Computer  

Flowers Glennis Endicott 
MINISTRY TEAM NEWS 

 

 Rev Radhika is away next week from Tuesday 

21 November to Friday 24 November. 
 

 Rev Radhika will also be going on 6 months 

Maternity Leave from 26 December. 

We are planning to make a gift presentation 

to her on Sunday 19 December.   

If you would to make a donation towards this 

gift, please see John Barr or Lois Rees. 


