Dear Friends

It is so easy to forget the real meaning of
Christmas in all the hustle and bustle of
Christmas preparations. There are many legends
and myths surrounding Christmas and so |
thought I’d share this legend about the humble
candy cane.

“Legend has it that in 1670, the choirmaster at
the Cologne Cathedral in Germany handed out
sugar sticks among his young singers to keep
them quiet during the long Living Creche
ceremony. In honour of the occasion, he had the
candies bent into shepherds' crooks.

In 1847, a German-Swedish immigrant named August Imgard of Wooster,
Ohio, decorated a small blue spruce with paper ornaments and candy
canes. It wasn't until the turn of the century that the red and white stripes
and peppermint flavours became the norm.

In Indiana, a candy maker wanted to make a candy that could be a
reminder of Jesus Christ, so he made the Christmas candy cane. He started
off with a stick of pure white hard candy. The white colour symbolized the
virgin birth and the sinless nature of Jesus, and the hard candy symbolized
the solid rock which was the foundation of the church, and firmness of the
promises of God. The candy maker made the candy in the form of a J,
which represented the name of Jesus and the staff of the Good Shepherds.
He then stained it with three stripes which showed the scourging Jesus
received, and symbolized the blood shed by Christ on the cross. When you
break the cane, it reminds us that Jesus' body was broken for us.”

At this Christmas time, let us remember God’s love for us as is written in
John 3:16,17 “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only
Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. For
God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save
the world through him.”

May this Christmas be a time of blessing for you and your loved ones.
Lyn Graham
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Some Christmas music for your enjoyment

Libera - O Holy Night - Bing video

O Holy night! The stars are brightly shining
It is the night of our dear Saviour's birth
Long lay the world in sin and error pining
"Til He appears and the soul felt its worth

A thrill of hope the weary world rejoices

For yonder breaks a new and glorious morn
Fall on your knees; O hear the Angel voices!
O night divine, O night when Christ was born
O night, O Holy night, O night divine!

Led by the light of Faith serenely beaming

With glowing hearts by His cradle we stand

So led by light of a star sweetly gleaming

Here come the Wise Men from Orient land

The King of kings lay thus in lowly manger

In all our trials born to be our friend

He knows our need, to our weakness is no stranger
Behold your King; before Him lowly bend

Behold your King; before Him lowly bend

Truly He taught us to love one another;

His law is love and His Gospel is Peace

Chains shall He break, for the slave is our brother
And in His name, all oppression shall cease

Sweet hymns of joy in grateful chorus raise we
Let all within us Praise His Holy name

Christ is the Lord; O praise His name forever!
His power and glory evermore proclaim

His power and glory evermore proclaim


https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=o+holy+night+youtube&qs=MT&pq=o+holy+night&sk=AS2&sc=6-12&cvid=1D85F5213507401E93484A984CACEE7B&sp=3&ru=%2fsearch%3fq%3do%2bholy%2bnight%2byoutube%26qs%3dMT%26pq%3do%2bholy%2bnight%26sk%3dAS2%26sc%3d6-12%26cvid%3d1D85F5213507401E93484A984CACEE7B%26FORM%3dQBRE%26sp%3d3&view=detail&mmscn=vwrc&mid=016A896DED75EEF1D782016A896DED75EEF1D782&FORM=WRVORC

This is a modern song but one that | find touches my heart, I hope you can
enjoy it too.

https://www.bing.com/search?g=mary+did+you+know+pentatonix&cvid=f
af61e12b7f14640be96948c5b9a7b94&ags=edge.2.69i57]018.7300]0j1&pglt=
43&FORM=ANNTA1&PC=ASTS

Mary, did you know that your baby boy would one day walk on water?
Mary, did you know that your baby boy

would save our sons and daughters?

Did you know that your baby boy has come to make you new?

This child that you've delivered, will soon deliver you

Mary, did you know that your baby boy will give sight to a blind man?
Mary, did you know that your baby boy will calm the storm with his hand?
Did you know that your baby boy has walked where angels trod?

When you kiss your little baby, you kiss the face of God

Mary, did you know? (Did you know?)
Mary, did you know?

Mary, did you know? (Mary, did you know?)
Mary, did you know? (Mary, did you know?)
Mary, did you know?

The blind will see, the deaf will hear, the dead will live again
The lame will leap, the dumb will speak the praises of the lamb!

Mary, did you know that your baby boy is Lord of all creation?

Mary, did you know that your baby boy would one day rule the nations?
Did you know that your baby boy is Heaven's perfect Lamb?

That sleeping child you're holding is the great | am

Mary, did you know? (Mary, did you know?)
Mary, did you know? (Mary, did you know?)
Mary, did you know? (Mary, did you know?)
(Mary, did you know?)
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